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BOOK I. 


J^ETr^R I. — Mahmui the ArcAian ai Path, to Me- 

« 

HEMET, an exiled Eunuch, at Grand Cairo in Egypt, 

HriHERitbean effeft of tliy melancholy letter, or 
of my own ugly conditution^ I know not, but I am late« 
ly grown very defperate, and refolved upon death; I am 
tired with whatfucYer I have yet ei^oyed in this wojld, 
and I exped no greater fatisfadio^ Ihould I h've a thuu- 
(kiid years* Every plcafure ap^i^rs but the fame in dif¬ 
ferent forms; and they all agree in leaving us afflided 
with the fillne or greater pain thau tfiey found us in, 
which id a fuHicient argument to a man of fpirit, that he 
ought to dfb in purfuit of his own cafe. 

We walk here on .earth in an enchanted circle of flia- 
dews a^d^ockeries; our whole life ii full of vanity and 
9iidake; every man's fortune ts but a rqietition of that 
of Ixion; we cotirt clouds indead of divinUticii and opr 
mod charming frutdoni confift tn mAptiocis. 

Fol, Fin. A 



2 


LETTERS W&ITIEH, Blr . Vok#OT, 

Indeed all this vifiblc i;?*orld is but a- migfity pageant^ 
a pompous emblem, a gaudy type of^iat invifible region 
■which is the mother of fpirits. Oh ! that it were lawful 
for a mortal to rcleafc his foul from its long irkfome exile 
here below, and feud it home to its native country, the 
kingdom of divine ideas 1 then would I foon launch forth 
into the unknown abyfs : But we mull be refigned, and 
not think much to bear our feveral deilinies, and patient> 
ly wait for the appointed hour of tranfmigration, for it is 
in v..in to thiuk of kallcaing or delaying our fate ; bc- 
iides,- for ought we know, the next ilation may be worfe 
than this ; every thing is fidf of myfterious darknefs, and 
therefore, pr'ythee Mehemet, let thou and 1 lay afide all 
fruitlefs care and fadnefs, be as merry as will conlifl: with 
' the wlfdom of a man, and when thou findeii this black 
diftemper approaching, thee, run .away from it,^d Ihel- 
tcr thyfelf in good company ; arm thyfclf with wine and 
mufic againil the fuHen' demon of melancholy; but I 
counfel thee to avoid women, ,for they will but increafe 
iby malady* 

It is one of that fex has ^ven me this fit of grief, a 
'womaa that 1 have loved too mihih; 'but Ihe is ungrate¬ 
ful, falfe, and cruel} dhe takea a fmgular delight in cheat¬ 
ing me with falfe 0iowsof love and hriendlhip, and tlten 
in undeceiving me agSoX The fame tongue vfhich at 
fome thiies wilkdrDP'foft, kind, obliging words, at ano¬ 
ther feafon (hall uttec nothing but contempt^ defiances, 
and fcoms. 

Thou wilt wonder that a man of my age fhouM be 
. concerned with any.pafiion«for women. 1 tell thee, my 
friend, it is impcdfiblc for me .to banifli from heart an 
'affe^on which has pofTeiTedvit for above thefe thirty 
years*. The ?ove of that fex is riveted in our nature, 
^and our blood'muft firft. grow coldi and be congealed by 
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death, befo^ this flame can be extingnifhed 4 nayj many 
times it is more fervent, though of a fhort duration, in 
our lated hours than in our prime; as when the oil which 
feeds a lamp is almoft fpent, the ftartled flame begins to 
roufe itfclF and burn afrefli, as if it would fain fubfift a 
little longer, though on the very dregs of its accuflomed 
fuel; it crackles and flafhes with greater noife and luftre 
than before, but prefently expires ; fo docs this amorous 
fire, when we are neareil' o our dilTolution, D&gin to trou¬ 
ble us moil, and makes our foul to blaze with fevers of 
deiire and grief, knowing its period is near. 

Mehemet, let thou and I keep our afFe£lions for the 
beautiful and conilant daughters of paradife, who will 
never cad an eye on any man befide their own. Doubt- 
lefs tills is part of fiipremc felicity. 

Paris, of the loth Moon, of the Year 1673. 


II.—To tl/e Sel’ictar Aga, or Sword-Bearer to the 

Si^an, 

T*HIS has been a terrible t^mpaign to. the Germans and 
their confederates; for when theysfirll took the field in 
the fpring, their forces amounted to fixty thoufand men, 
but n(?w at the breaking up, smd going to their winter 
quarters, they could not number above twenty thoufand; 
fo that tllfy have loft two |>arts4n,thfee. of their army ; 
whilft the French profper and we victorious, takia^\heir 
towns aii^cafties, fubdi^ng whole provinces to the . obe¬ 
dience of this invincible monarch, and extending his con- 
quefts f^ and wide through the French-Compte, X*or- 
AUace, Brabant, Flanders, Catalonia, and even .to 
the tiles of the fci; 

I have formerly given an account to the minifters of 
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the Forts of aU the mpft retnarkfible adions ^eifbrmed 
in ihefe feveral quarter^; there^ remains only > a late fa¬ 
mous victory gained by the Marefchal de .Turenna, ne»: • 
Straihurgh, of which 1 caoifot .give thee tlic particulars, 
neither is it very material t but in brief 1 Ihall acquaint' 
thcc, that through the ^ coitpivance of the Ele^or .of 
Mentz and the citizens' of Stralb^irgh, < the confederate 
forces, amounting ta forty thoufand men, got "palTage 
over the K-hinci aiidjh^ like to have furprifedthe Ficehoh, 
who W'cre not above .tWjCUty-fivertJiQufaiid^lVrong; but the 
vigilance and good 5e(MMJ.UjF^-,pC Monfieur ^Twreune pre¬ 
sented *their defigp, and -tpthed the fortune of war to bis 
own fide, ,Thi3‘ -vwiA» tgcneral confidering .'the 4ineqi|al 
'lUrmbers,of his,eiienu|:s, did not think it fit to engage,his 
whole army ^t once with theirs,, left be fiiould ^be op- 
preiTcd'with theur multitude, being alitioft doubly,in' num¬ 
ber to his ; but hc'fdtfght them by detachments, fettjiig 
upon them in their mat?cHt,^UJd this fucceeded very for* 
tunately, for heavas in'pufteifiortpf the moll advantageous 
polls and paflTe* of tbie=cphntrjr^f,He lined the hedges with 
fome of his men, whd?galled. ,th 4 ^ 0 feemica.aa.t^ey marched 
along the roads s planted pth^rft on the declive hills, 
wider tIicco;kcrt,.of :tlffcketfe»*>vlw gi<ew on ^ach iide -of 

deep ways, .*bhoJ!£#fe tbft/jen^Jny) A»^>pafsjj ,tb^e 

annoyed them forcly from their fliady heights, whi}ft 
forac.attacked fhem in the front. Thps by gradual' Ikir- 
milhes he cut off many fhouiands, and ftrewen the roads 
with dead bodies, 'cotifedcrates perceiving hoW 

they were cmbarralTed on dll, hands, took Ji^advahtage 
of a certain wood, where they retrcncnea 'flsemielves, and 
fkix>ddntthek owpdii^enelo' a^ ts^. | .but", tlj^ 
f tri^th forc^ them sfrom^hU- dl4lt€^*Tfand^ 
afbnnal bat^V whwk pJDoKd bkwdy tb.'the. impcrialifta, 

for they ^had aJwiocjth^-lthdufia^T off; their men- .killed 
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tipow thtf ipot, bcfides thoCe that ^erc wounded and ta- 
ken pnToncrs; they ioft alfo ten pieces of their cannon, 

• and the ground was covered trith coiraifes, halberts, 
pikes, muflcets, fwords^ and tHA. >fdrtB of arms, which the 
confederates'left behind in Uielr precipitate letreat by 
night; fot^fo genbral a confternation had feized'the minds 
of the foldiery,^ chat all the rhetoric of the officers was 
not fufficknt to flop their flight. In this battle the Ma- 
refchal de Tot^nne had his horfe^kflled under him by a 
mUiket-fhot, but he received'k^^Hut^liimfelf. 

^He is a fortunate and wife knowing how to 

ferve'hitMfelf of all oppdf'tunitieb Wd advantages of tinte,. 
place^ and other circumflances which offer themfelves to 
a man's confideration in time of war; he never attacks 
an cnebiy without being fure of getting thfe vhS^ory, or 
at leaft of retiring fecurely and honourably'from the com> 
bat. The French ufe to fay, ** Thkt if the Prince of 
Cotide had an alloy of Turenne’a earth lu his temper, 
and TorCnne had the FrincC of Coiide's fire, thcic would 
not be two fuch other genesis in tlie whole wofld.’* 

Serene aga, nature has difpenfed her gifts in tliriliy 
parcels ; every man had his genial excellency ; and it is 
rare to find one whofe faults do ndE'countetpoife his pei^ 
fo^ions. May Hc'Uven turn tl\e right fcale for thee and 
me. 

Airis' sjd^Of the I ft'Moon, of Ae Year itfx*. 



l^ifl'Ihdtflge’IpKfred thoagltts>^/andr^foUow the 
mOttoni*^»t^vrifdoiiri*^I WiU^ifoey tlir ihfpimtiorri'of my 
bS'tW’^gluiUs, and'dffcottdfd of thsttgs not^flt fot vulgar 
ea^ I FWfU nOt^bafl idyyftoly things*td dogs, ubr expofe 
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lhat 'which 18 precious to the feet of fwine. Let the 
fmith labour at his anTil, and hammer the metal into 
what form he plcafcs; h’s eye is waile'd with the perpe¬ 
tual vapour of the fire ; and as to inteUefiual things, he 
is ftark blind ; So is the caipenlerwho works in timber, 
and hews away the knobs and loughnefTes with his axe; 
he faws it into planks, and afterwards fmooths it with his 
plane ; ht marks out his work with line and plummet, 
and meafures it with rule and compafs; he fits one pieeb 
to another, and when aU Is polilhed and prepared to his 
mind, he joins them togethv^in a frame, and rejoices in 
the fttbeeft oFlui> induftry and (kill. 

Thcfe and all other mechanics bend their mind to their 
work} thdt is ^ fcopc of their ambition; and when 
they have done, they eat and drink the fruit of their la¬ 
bours ; they ftudy not the fayings of ftimous nor 
penetrate into the myfteries of dark parables; they ha<ve 
no inclination to leek out the wifii6m of the ancients, or 

^-VS 

'to meditate on the jh ^rujyftns of fages; therefor^^dm 
fuch as tht?fc I will or talk of the way of 

ptrfcftion ; nor yet with wreftlas, fenceilB, or foldiers ; 
1 have as little hopes to prevail on marineis, lawyers, and 
courtiers, or on jjny that are entangled In wdrldly aBairs ; 
but I addrefs myfelf to a good and kndwing who 
underftands himfelf, and^What his hufinefj' is in this 
world; whh" comprehends the f6r€i of the cl^s wHft;b 
entangle his toul in thft Mortal life, and is inftrti^fcd !n 
the method of difehgagihg himfelf. To, fuch an one 1 
fpeak, and hot to oth^rs^ ^ho lie'’(homing In th^ir lethar- 
**gy» and will not be waked, ^ 

Certainly it is as impodible that one and the feme rule 
of life (hould fit^ the various tempers and conditions 
men, as that one and the fame courfc fbouM be taken ef- 
'*fe»flually to difpofe a min to deep, and violently to keep 
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him avt^ike : ^.or he that would Heep. out his whole life, 
if any be fo fottiHi, it behoves him to procure a conftant 
fupply of things which create deep $ whereas he that dc* 
iigns.to be vigilant and adive, muft furnifh hjmfelf whjt 
fuch things as chafe away deep, and incline to watchful- 
nefs. . .The foi^er therefore ought to give himfelf up to 
gluttony^ drunkennefs, and fui feitinjg ; he ihould have a 
dark houh^, a fpft and large bed^ all man¬ 

ner of appli^atipna^^hat. .cj^ufe dro^y^hne^, foporiferous 
perfumes, ^c^tiona, &c, .j wf^e]fca»,tJi)?Jaf^J ought to' he 
always fober, ,to,dr^.k ai\4^^^t f ^en^er,diet; 

to have a light houfc,<va*-fjTcne a fen^e“ of pain^. a 
ilrait and hard bed, • 


But whetliei: we^onals arj^ ia f|,pla!^l^whefe we ought 
perp^tuaUy to be .upt^.p^r^watcb^ whether our whole 
life 

.fpeh as Uiect wlu> hafk .^fep^fred^ j^e prefUgious niagic 
of the body,, and how th<^ ibiu t;ncha|ited In this world; 
who haft found out the naiiye. a^yity of the mind, and 
|)ow iVcOiPies to be ftupifted>y hidden opiates that 

lie lurking^n tl^e jelh. , ^ 

.. lioly SantonCi^ ^ world, of (hadows, 

we s^e parf)p£^ exiles, banhhed fr%tn our native country, 
which is the world of real fubftances: The, more we are 
drenched in matter, the farther do we ftraggle from 
home, wandering in foreign defar;t8 of enchan^^d ground, 
where wl? convtrfe with none but, empty fpeAres, faines, 
demons, clfsi^^nnd cheating apparitions | fqr all that is ip 
this qutv^rd world, is hut a falfe <|elvifion, the mimicry of 
nature, a heap of/liadows reverfed and tiniSlared with a 
faiut p|pje£lion from .the world of light. ,, , 

. Knovying therefore thefe things, let us make hafte to 
return to our native feats again ; let us* diveft ourfelves 
of the ftrange liabits we have taken up by imitation ii^ 

*4 
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,thi$ omt-piWrijinage, and ^r^e our minda of dll the ill 
^u^litip we have imbibed on earth ; let us can Ou cor¬ 
rupt afFeAiqns, appetites,' and inclinations, with ^fvcry 
vain, and falje opimoii. ’^^en we^Sirc freed fi^dta'all tfieTe 
weiglits, our fqulb win Cafily nuAint aloft, thdir‘wings 
never flagging till they perch upon tbfe ttrcts of* pafd^fe- 
What re more'^generous than the mind of tnahjl when once 
awakened from tlie'iluinbers of this iriortal fife ? Hoirit 
dclpifes thefe terrene cnjbjrm^ts, and bhly patift and 
thirds for the fdpremc delights dbbve! A1 b%^ tuma it- 
fclf, and makes its" amorous ap^rfoaifhfl ^c^^ t^^^ tnagnet, 
fo is the foul attracted theJ^pfiCTnal KfTcttcC '^icli^is 
ks fource and centre. , ' , 

There are two fpecics of chai^^ ^which ‘ tic die' foul 
dqiyii lo this cartl^ and” her Id^'g^rbW dtill'dwd'tor¬ 
pid, as if flic w)cteiitcb;idted 'wth^Jicadiy Jroifoni, forget- 
t^g her very pative mcultj qf copicmjpatfon.' Tnelc Sgre 
pfeafure and paii4 cJ'wElch^ouJ fqnfc Ife the'adthbil, with 
the prepdlTellion, phantafiesji opinions, membne9, 'a^‘alp- 
petiles, which accompany ferife ;'thefe'hUrry aftd 
precipitate the foul down from her proper manfioti^ and 
alienate her from , the love of the only true fubftantud Be- 
i|]g; therefore we.,QUg^ Jto abftain from fenfihle things 
as much as in us lies, and Sun all objefts that IMur up ir¬ 
regular appetites,^ atid produce abrur'dities in our reafon. 

How many llmnge j^eftions flow from our tefte, bidd¬ 
ing faft the foul wiui iu dSubk eprd,^ whilll ^the * high Ve- 
llfii and guft of faVdury meats enfuare her 1b the pak'tc 
as in,a net, and the load of indlge^ed crudities w'eighs 
and fihks’^her'dbwh ihtd th'eijefi^^^ w1sert"“fhe il kVpt as 
in a diingedpV fac^b abflthence releafes hePa^afo. ' 
Tlie feiife of toucH'dbes bft^n' draWr the' unwary foul^ 
forth from her laftnefTcs within,'"Vfepahnihg her with fbft 
allurements and liy promifcs of ple'iTiArdto^'takc tKe air 
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of the bod^ ; ^lius having ^ojt her into the open heldr 
^srn ambu(9ade of lulls, concuj:^ences> pcrtuthations, ftars, 
loye, joy, grief, and other paltions, nifh iipott*her 
on a fudd^n, and take her captive. How nweC^ry th(!i*c* 
fore IS it to be always on our guard, and not to lull our* 
fdves in^dangexjous fecurity ? Nor ought we to^he '^ralh 
Ujid fooi^haidy In venturing on a combat, wHete it is bit* 
tet to dedine it^ left, inftead of vitEipry, we betray the 
weakuefs of our ai^s, atid want of prosier coududh 
O pcr|^^ man, tfiou feeft thefe ^tilings in clcaier li^ht 
than 1; it is ppt to inform thee that 1 wntc, but to con- 
hi m i^yfU^ urhi^ I collet my fcattered tlioughts, aiid 
put them into order. If thou (halt vouchfafe to fend me 
thy conceptions on thiafubje6l| 1 will icvere the blefled 
difp^tch, as though it^wpe an oracle. 

Ia tlip mean while, may'Heaven regard thy innocent 
lite^ a^ ftill pjTQte^ tkee from the cafual^es that threaten 
all of j(nor^,cac& May thy prayers be heard, and* thy 
good works rewarded ; ftnally, may thy end be like that 
of Enochi who nevei ^w death, but was tranOftted alive 
to parudjfe. 

f. 9th of Utei( 4 Mf>PP« ofjhd Vear,167-4. 

— .'' ‘ “ ■ - - ^ V- -- ,1 , 

^ ^ * S i i, t. 

JkV*—*5rb iAiLi, 

It is e^ent that the French ^fins aue dellincd not to ruft; 
one provocation or[ other always keeps them in aftion. 
The ncighboi^Bg ^5^^4568 pnd (Utes^f^^cj^th^elr turns to 
aftroigt and iujv^re this inonarcb,^^and foVetimes they fet 
upon him ah t?,gct)vei fujri^y they envy and fear the rlfing 
fortime o£ Ffance, and there|oi^ftnye by^^ft^^ems and 
force to c^eck its growth. ^ ^ ^ 

. ']phr^e« havingjtieen fgycval^aflji^p^|joftdity^donc by jtke 

AJ ’ ^ 
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governor of the SpaniOi Netherlands, vruhout^ any hopes 
of a fair redrcfs, this king found himfelf obliged to de¬ 
clare open war againft Spain. 

This was done very lately, and at the fame time the 
Duke de NavwUes was fent with an army into Flanders, 
where he foon took the town and caftlcx>f AMbcfpine» 
the towns of Pcfinc and Mornais, the caftle of Oigny, 
w'ith the towns of Gray and Vezont. 

This laft is a place of coniiderable importance, being 
called the gate of Dorrain, and the poftem of the 
Franche-Compte ; Vhereby this monarch is become ac¬ 
tual mafter of the baillage of Amonty which comprehends 
abpvc five hundred villages. . » 

The Spaniards feeing him thus fuccefsful* and that 
they could not by open rpTilUnce ftop the epurfe of his 
vidot ies, took another inejth|pd» and fought to uqdenniue 
liim by ^plots and confederacies with fonie of his fulije£b. 

They had agreed with the Chevalie^ de Rohan to 
iettle on him a penfion of eight thoufand livres a>year, 
and to prefent him out of hand w five thoufand*fnilules, 
if he would put thep in poSt;Qi(»n.of Quillchouf, aftrqng 
. place hi, the pr-ovipce of Nonnandy. , 

TUe^Ciieyalier dei^jUi^isn bad made himfalf and tlmin 
believe tliat it was ya his pawer with much cafe to per¬ 
form this» hot he was miAaktA ; fome of/hiVfriendf fky 
he never thought pf acQomfdiihing his bargain, his credit 
being too imaU in that plaf e, and* that he only iBmed lo 
repair, his fortune by cheating the Spaniards of their five 
thoufand'piftolei. 'However, the plot waYdifcoaeied to 

« French king» Who has his ipies in all corners of the 
gdup f the unfortunirte chevalier * was feized and 
brought to the Baftile, and being convinced of treufoa, 
was condemned, tc lofe >hls head, which was accordingly 
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The wfarquis of Vand the Sieitr de Peteavi, fiSf- 
fered the (bme puniflimcnt, as accomphees in thie-tftafon; 
another French iord of the party was ktlfed in defending 
himfelf againfl th6fe who \'V’"i?re 'Jdi'dered Ho”- arreft 'him. 
Thefe had undettalcen to dchvci othtr plhcfeft'of ftVength 

into the handb of the iloUaild^ib, vttio* firft Ifegrfn thi 

' t 

wai. ' 

Had theii confpiiacy takenJt woilild Have b^ti* 
no d'fficlilt matter to eorrnpt other grandees with the 
r>p ini{l> g<dd, aiAlYo a tliird part of France might luve 
been fold for a price not u’lowabic id the markets of 
kings 4 , for it feems the HolUnders and Spli^iards were 
upon the point of making then dcfocnts in Normandy 
and Bretag^, being invited thei'plo by the large promi« 
fe) of the perfdhs before-named^ and their confederates, 
who made liiei* believe that a great part of the nobility 
and gentry of thofe provinced would come Over to them 
as foon as they faw them landed ; and there was no need 
to fear any oppofiti|m from the vulgar, who are bound to 
follow the fortune o^tbefr lords; befides, they are al¬ 
ways defiroua^of irovelty and change. 

There is notliing fo abje£i, -poor, and contemptible, as 
the peafantvy of France, wht labour only for others, 
*rhilftf they can hardly get bread'for themfelves out of all 
theTr toil $ in a word, th«^ l^re abfolute flaves to them 
whofe tenants they ate, and whofe laftds they farm; they 
^re nc^ more opprelTrA by*thc ptibltc taxes and gabels 
than they Aije by the private impoiitfdnB of their country 
lords, the imrealbqatde demands of the priefts. 

Thefe fuderings dilpofe ihem to wiiH' font any revolution 
in the government^ from which they might hope to re- 
cei^ gcntkr ufrge. 

It was thk partly which encouraged the Hollanders 
and Spaniards to think of invading France; otherwfife 

a6 
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they had only been upon the defenfive. Thft Jting has 
to do with a great many potent enemies; the emperor 
holds him play on the Rhine* j the l^uke of X>orrain 
gives him diyerlion in his new qonquefts on that fido.; 
the King of Spain puts him to a great expence, of mcti 
and money, in, Flanders j. the Hollanders infeft* him 
fca, and wo^ild do by land^ if tjiey knew which way.. Yet 
this monarch copes with them <alh badges their plots and 
intrigues, foils their arms, daily.gains, ground, and by a. 
continued feries of epm^uefl;, jmakes itiapparent that his 
is the only flouriihing fortune in^^e Well;. : ,, 
.The, King..of Sweden had tnade certain propolals otf< 
pcat^e between the,Emperor, the King of,France, ^thc^. 
King pf Spain,, the States of IfoUand, ind fome of ther 
eledoral princes ; in order tp which offered himfclf 

become a mediator beween them. He fenthis ambailadors 

• ' * 

'.'jccordingly to a plue agreed upon by all' ][^rtie8, sb the* 
moft convenient for.conferences of this natuiti; fo did all- 

4 

the other prmces.and dates concerned in the.-war: But it 
feems there was a .grofs affront' upon jQnillaume de ^ 
Furftemberg, plenipoWntiaty to^he Ekftor of.Colognc,-' 
by4he .Marquis dc^Omna^^ambaffadpr to tbe cfnperprlv. 

,This '^s.deeply.it^^d at.theFrencb^cii)utt>;aa>h^ing 
a.notpriqus bteaph oi of nations.}s^and the king : 

paHifhed.a>manifei|o,-fWhcrQiEi.«he changed the emperor,^ 
with giving prdfr for.thiif fftftdt,^declaldb^« alfo, that un- 
Iqijs due; ia^isfi^im wete Qiade*,' he ^votild withdraw his 
ambaffadors from<the place of :cpP.liii^4tMie,iand fock juftice 
vrithfwotdmhai4^, . .Ji.:. ^ i. .i.'U,,:*' 

He complained to the King. Swedeland of this vio¬ 
lence, and entered into a dole and ftrid Teague with him; 
Guftavus prefendy rccals hia ambaffadors from the j^ublic 
meeting, commanc^’ng them to proteft againft-the action 
of the Marquis de Gr^na, as a violation of the civil laws % 
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the Frencl^ king has done the iaiYie, and all things fecnt 
to portend a general diilra£)ioQ in Eurape* 

Thofe of the Roman ehuroh tight againft one anothei, 
as well as they oombitie againli the proteftants, vi horn 
they elleem as the common tnemy^ and have little better 
regard for them than we muflulmans hhve for the Pei Han 
kjiilbafchi, whom we execrate as abominable heretics. 
One fort of proteftanta alfo cabal againft another; the 
Lutherans hate and perfeettte the Calvinills, which the 
latter teturii with eqhal animoiity. Thefe infidels are' 
caught 'in the devH’s fnare, where they bite and devour 
dfle another; thby are in egregious darknefs, tofled a- 
bout in a tenfpeOr of errors; they are furroutided With 
enchantments ^eir guides are forcerers and magicians; 
hell has a hand in all their devices. 

O ye. true beliewri, lift Up jout heads 5 for the hour 
is approachingVhefein' the ancient prophecies mnil: be 
falhlled, That the dragort of the Eaft ihall Wage war 
with the eagle of the Weft» and fhaH devour him whole 
twith all his fcathm.’\|Woe be to thee, O land of Ja- 
phet) in the year 1700 c^he Chriflian ftile. 

Mighty bafia, thou who hail not numbered half my 
years,lmayeft«hve'to fee tlWfe'lJni:^ come to pafs: As 
for me I am haftening to the fpiiits ^ any'fathers, to % 
region of fildnce nod eternal letitvfmeRt, to a place where 
all the vanities of.this'earth iRtall be forgotten* 

In thdhnean time, lied thou (obe awiineTs'of the grao^ 
revolution, whichtWill aRoniih«all*«the wbrld. 

Puns, of i^c ^d Mo^, of the Year 167 ^ 
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V.— Capa Hali, Phyjtcian to the Grand Signior, 

pRAiSF be to God, from wlioin alone proceed health, 
long life, and immonal happtnefa; in the whole family ot 
fevers I never was much fub^e£ito ^ny, except it were that 
of love. This indeed is become habitual to me; it is grown 
a perfedf he^lic ; furely it is more than fecond nature; I 
feci fomething in the very room of my effeue^, prompt¬ 
ing me to eternal foftnelTesi.wild mtltiug fits of frclh Pla¬ 
tonic tender paflions; nothing* can prQvqJte my hatred 
but rn obdurate furly-tempered fdhm, who being the 
offspring of fome bloody butcher^ poulterer, or greafy 
cook, his veiy face portends a prefent maffacre, and all 
h/a words breathe nothing elfe but a continued train of 
cruel wrongs and vloltnces agahilh'the innocent; pity to 
him founds like the new^ of famine tw a ftarving man ; 
but if you would make him fmile, and ^t him. in goc^ 
humour, tell him how he may get anceilate, by opprcfllng 
the fatherlefs and widows, or inci^fe his wealth by ruin¬ 
ing whole famfies ; Ictt h*m ho^yme may over*reach fom^. 
filly credulous young heir, or outwit his neighbour in a 
bargain. He cherilhes a fpider in his brain, and his heart 
is full of webs. ^To fiich a temper as^thift X <cannot be 
reconciled; there is ma iai|i$ite antipathy^^ au immortal 
contrariety in our fouls; my fpirit is daunted, aAd re¬ 
treats within me.at the fight of Xu0h an one; a languor 
and faintneis feize^ my bmbl $ I ant lik^ onf that has 
touched a torpedo, . *4 i 

Surely there is no doted bcafts, of 

,birds* of hlh, of infedh)^ rept%'i 9 ^Qrj«ny Mbfr hvmg thing, 
whole nature is not found inmai^ Howeaa^y a^eablc 
to the fox.are fome mens tempers, whilft others are peifedt^ 
ars in human (hape ! Here you (hall meet a orocodile, 
to (e^i.v^th feigned tears to entrap you to your ruin; 
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there a ily ferpent' dre^psy and winds himfelf into your 
affeAions, and when he ‘Jis well warmed with favours^ on 
a fudden he'will* bite fting you to death. Tigers, 
lions, leopards, pantheist'wolveS, and all the monftrons 
generations of Afric, may be feea mafquerading in the 
forms of men ; and it is not hard for an obferving hiind 
to fee their natural complexion throiigh the, borrowed vi¬ 
zard. The phyfiognomy of vice and virtue are cafily di- 
ftinguinied ; there are fome. fecrct characters in every 
face, which fyeak -tlie nature of the perfon ; fo does Pla¬ 
tonic love, with eagle eyes, foon trace the fignatures of 
what is amiable in the foul. We read the hklden quali¬ 
ties of men at the firit glance, and hence are lading 
friendlhips often corftraflcd. I love my fnends without 
referve, and becauft thole are very few among our mor¬ 
tal raccy 1 contra^ familiarities with the harmlefs ani¬ 
mals } 1 ilady b'ke a lover to oblige and win their hearts 
by aU the tender offices I can perform ; I bear with pa¬ 
tience their wild froniard tricksy tiH coivftant perfeverance 
^anquifhes their ftiibbol^hurnoursi then when we once 
begin to underdand each other' ifiright, they make me a 
thottfand fweet returns of 'gtatitudd^ according to their 
kind; when I am melancholy, 'Sef Will foon divert me 
with one pretty trick or other, SI'if they were feniible of 
my pain. : ■ • « it ' , r * ' 

But beeaufc my love ts hirgl and ftrOng, dill feeking 
to.dilate^tfelf, though did tet^iljhgVrom the degenerate 
race of men, 1 go into the fields and woods, and make 
my filenPcotlit kfito th^ trees andfiOwers, and fometimes 
1 converfe In tilery withdcchos} I languidi On the banks 
of cryd^ dreims, and pine away fur an old molTy rock y 
^he mSs. inflames me with a facredpafiion; when I behold 
her venerable bulk and diade, 1 could almod turn druid 
for her lake, and take my refidence up for ever iq hlf 
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hollow trtink/whfe"thfc'kifld'';^@ntt'^f?\he ‘auc would viftt 
me, and tell me things to come,'4ttftriiftmg mein all the 
myfteries of nattifre ; for I indbve e.veli,iwith thofe ift- 
vifiblc bcingsi'ahd often t® ;tliem,*ih. the 

ivoods, or on fome modnfeairfif''where the courteous winds 
tranfpdrt my words, Und waft'‘their fecret anfwers back 
a^gain. Then Is rr.y^dul fpafehed up in facred ecftaciesu 
becaufe the immortals condefeend to talk with nie^ I of¬ 
ten fall into a trancei and riot till the fun is got 

half way into the other hemtfphcre} then 1 rciolve to 
pafs away the nfght in this fwectTblitlnle. 

Had I this Wngu^s or pens of Cjeer^, anrl nollhenes 
1 could not to the life exprefs the pleafutcs tlu^i 1 feel at 
fuch d time, when free tfnd tlndifturbed I criti for ftvcivi 
hours behold the motions of the moon hihI llar:^. Oli 
God! what thoughts* wdiat contenjplatipiib riij; wiLiuii 
my breaft ! my raviihed foul is' ready to. break piift^n 
for joy, rfrhen it is htfpirdd' with certain demoidimtio . 
of the world’s etemityw Methinks at fuclj a time I hem 
"the noife and buftlcMof the world^bove ; methinks i feei'^ 
the aftive bufy tenanttf td^ the^oon and Itars trudging 
"about their daily bufirfefe, even like us mortals here be¬ 
llow. ‘ Then it isf Iv'nadf^&the narrow .principles of igno 
rant, foperftitiotts fai^i{-i^iiate to think of ever rctutn- 
^ing to the eity aguMj; thbi^htisi. profane my reafoiS with 
the vain difcOurfe^f^fidficoiM^ited.fools und idiots $ 1 am 
cloyed with life, and'rwi(h«tor. die .amidit thife Iharming 
fpeculations. Thus'do JL .jihfs.the time away till fair Au¬ 
rora ufheis in the rofy^iiigeredj^moru, ;><.(hen l»begm 

iny duty .as n mndTulmaii^ ilad %v^ ^ the Grand 
S^ioi^'*; I hade to wafK-mylhlf jn the>nexVi|ream, and 
eh^rfuUy proftrate myfclf opoih;jthe ground,mdorihg thc*- 
Etbrhal'Source of all things $ after which, abundantly ia* 
tisfied with'thefe ncfturnal pleafaresi 1 retum. to 
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ty, and to my bttfinefsy conlideiing tba^ J was not whob 
ly born for contemplation. , 

Learned Hali,. 1 wiHi thee confummate liappinefs in 
this life, and fortunate tnmfmigrations after death, pray¬ 
ing alfo that I may merit ope day to enjoy thy company 
in paradife. where we may difcoinrfe thefe things more at 
large, and in a clearer light than what this earth affords. 
Adieu. 

PaiU^ ad of the 5th Moon, of the Year 1674. 


VI.— *to KtRr.Ep Has SAM, 

T^o whaL j)urpofe am 1 kept longer in Paris ? why do 
tfie miiiille »‘8 of the Porte put the Grand Signiot to a 
rtf ediv^'s.expence in maintaining here an old fuperannuat- 
.et-i flave, ne t woi'th hi*} daily bread ? And ytt, God knows, 
> eai not mucli, neither can I tafte any pleafure in‘that 
^tlc I eat. Ivly reflcdlions arc like the entertainments of 
V T \ ^i{ a) tables, wherl^i^ eye is deluded with a fair fhow 
v" various delicacies, bu?the ftomach is not fatibhed with 
any rta’* food, nor the body ftreugthened by any fubftan- 
tial nonriflim.ut; only the lan^iflliug imagination feeds 
on fantadic dfilies, mere fhadows, and enchanted refem- 
Manxes of folid meat, while*the man is ready to faint for 
hunger. So I Teem to myfelf to eat ^nd drink, but it is 
wdth fo^ittle gull at prefent, and I* receive fo little bene¬ 
fit from it afterwords, that all appears no more than a vi^ 
iionaryftail, or a collation in a dream. 

I have now paired the. grand climaAer of human life, 
be i^^ entered into the iixty-foufth year of my agg ; 
''fr^icnfes droop, and aU the faculties of my foul and bo¬ 
dy decay apace 5 my bones are weary of fupporting their 
acniftumcd btndcn 5 my finews and mufek’S refufc to per- 
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£Dnn the offices df motion* at leaft their vig^our is much 
ilackened and impaired; in a word* th^ infirmities of my 
body hawe .ranked me under a new predicament; X am 
become a three<«fi>oted anhnal* being forced to walk with 
a ftaff* to prevent the neoeffity of metamorphofing my 
hands to feet* and crawling on all four. 

Judge now, iUuftrious Arab* after wbat I have iai^ 
whether 1 am fitting to do the Geand. Signior ^fervice in 
this ftation. As for the intrjgufs of the court* I am quite 
tired of them; befides* here are nqw no more Eichlieus 
and Mazarinis in beiog* with whom X might infinuate on 
the fcore of (kill in tranfiatiug Greek* 4$olavoni^ Arabic* 
and other Eafteni languages; Ofmin the dwarf is alfo 
dead* from whom I ufed^to learn many fecrets; fate has 
alfo fnatched away feveral courtiera with whom 1 had in¬ 
timate convetfe. Add to this* that Eliachim giom old 
and crazy* who was once as my right hand ; fo prompt 
and dexterous in any bufinefs of difficulty ; faithful alfo 
as my own heart* which never wasi^iinted with the lead 
fymptom of dilloyalty : So that/^ things confidered* 
cannot fee what the fublime mmifiers can propofe in re¬ 
taining me at Parts. 

I do not defire* as formerly* to travel into India* or 
any other region of the £aft; I do not To mucl^ a$ covet 
to fee my own native conniry* for which I bavl had 
fuch paffionate longings* No* every place unU be A- 
rabia to me* where t may TeE from bufinefs of itate, and 
*ffiut up my Utter days in quietnefs. It is time for me to 
bid adieu to the a£live life* and betake myfclf wftplly to 
contemplation. I would faii\ abandon* not on}y tlie 
a^ual vanities of this fading world* but the re¬ 
membrance and thoughts of them. My mind is nailfe'-* 
ated with the idq&s of pafi folly* which men falftly call 
pleafure ; and 1 find no gull in any thing but the medi- 
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tattou of deatfai and tke' unkutvam ftate of departed 
fouls; all o^her‘tilings are uncertain top and empty 
trifles $ but that *great change, which no mortal hath 
ever yet efcaped, is ikdile, permanent, and fixed by deftU 
By; fate has fet the period, which winds «p the epochs 
of ‘every man’s life in this vtfible ftate, and begins a new 
liegira, whereof we have no computation, in regard we 
have no corFefpondende with that unknown worid; net* 
ther are there any certatfi hiftories extant which can 
rightly iafomi us. The flight of the foulTrom the body 
begins the myftmioits date; but where or when it will 
end, is not known to ut that ftay behind* Thb, there¬ 
fore, alone is worthy of an old man’s thoughts, how to 
prepare himfelf for death, finct he cannot protraft the 
term of his life beyond the moment allotted by Heaven ; 
nettker can lie be aflhsed what will become of him afteiv 
wards. • 

Think not, fereae baflb, that 1 am ^oing 
tr^ for the repatatiM of a faint, or would fet up all on 
.Si fuddea hr an Oxtral^^nBry pious man. No, there it 
nothing iff lhat in it. I hate the rigid hypocrify of 
forced penKnee, and the religious lunacy of thofe who 
nevOr think Ifhey do enough to atOnefor their fins, unlefs 
they (rikdo humanity kfelf id their cruel mortificatiom. 

mclkifterB in all good divinity, and their exanv 
to he fultow'ed. « 

• What I aim ht in this difcouife, Is, that as according 
to the order of nature, and will of deftiny, we are bom 
men, fo*we &»uld tal^ care to live and die: And if wt 
have'fuflferedthe/ormer part of our fife to elapfe with- 
oa^nt refleflion on fo important a truth, it is but rea-. 
Ion, that when we approach near the grave, when all 
cur fenfes, faculties, and members, do’thc part of King 
Philip’s page, putting us daily and hourly in mind of 
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ourunortality, St ifttnilrearan» Ilily, that then we Sho'uld 
begin to recolle£^ ourfelv^y ;tfid to think thereabouts 
we are» that wq not he Jfutprifed by the jptvitahle 
decree of fate, when it comes to be put in execution, 
noe-dfe Ids-thair' ourfelvea. 

^ 3ehde9, th^e is ^otb^ a^^ntage 4» being thus 
pared for the laft things, fince it equally arms us againil 
all intehnediate calamities, ftippdidg^ Should'lire 
longer than we reckon. H9<ilkt ^an botitytUre death 
in th.s lace, wiUtiot eafi^Hurfi bib bank u^h^'any ^inif- 
fortune of this inconftant life; but, rteeiVki^ b!l things 
With an erenbemper^ renders hiSfrihlf biftip]f%'%hoiTddlt 
of troubles, lodes, difgraceB, pain^,likf1aifei^, add other 
cafualties which alTuuk all that live on earth. 

Magnificent balfa, all that I have laid is but a pro-» 
Jcigue to my main purpofe, whicAi is td defire thy q^i^ldia- 
tion with, the firft vifier, that I ipay be recalled ^itnn an 
employment wherein 1 cannot be fo IhrvfiCeable as T bave^ 
been, and which, at the lame timely iihptdHig ^on mb 
a dioufand cares, takes from 4!ne poilibiHty' of prC^' 
parings as 1 ought to do, for that tranfmigratidn which 
in a httle time I rauft pafs through. 

In a word, right ndblehKerker, I defirc the privilege 
th end my days in Confiantinople among the hmiful^ 
mans^ under tlie venerable (hade of mofquCS and ihina- 
rets, conCecrated to<the fieHrlce and honour of the £t<nma^' 
Unity. Let me not have worfe iififge than ‘the iincient 
Roman foldiers had, who, wKeri they had ferved in the'* 
wars fucb a eertam number of'tygars, weiV difdharged 
with an iiononrdble fienfion.' . " t ^ 

^l^is -is all the labour i ^reiqubd^ -who have ferved^ the' 
Gvand Signiut fiii^ft^ypand with (bdcefs, thefe eight-** 
and-thiety years, id a coudtry of infidels. But iB my fu^' 
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pfiriors ihall4ft<imm'9tliemy^hAto‘rcRg^ed‘^to their 
plcaAu%> 9n4 t)o the will of'ddh'nir^ 

P«nt, 44<l of thd ^th of dte Vea/i!#^rjl 

■'ac ,.i 7 , "a ii ^ . ‘ i i i' I M ' I., n il , ■; r :., ! ,, te saaqaa^oaaaaqf,, nni' , i 

VIL-^7% All 'RtrsTAM StraJ^u^^^fn BdlmSiia. 

4 „ t » f i * « ♦ 

4 hoyr femptis Chriftiao genereh the 

do TurennCf 4^l1ied bintfdf when he was 
latfdy chaUoii^ (o a iiogle^a^t; by ^IST Prince Pola- 
of % ' * i 1 

^(t/epips ihyi kiMle^ Im been « ^at fufferer by the 
prefeal^ yrar bpIwiBOK Praocp and the confederate princes; 
for his country lying near the Rhine, was expofed to 
both P^ities, and the French firA entered it. 

(^P^re were Xotnt JSnj^ilh troops in ^he French ann]s 
wbo^,jijt$i<x^crivQd an iihpbcabk rerenge agajoft the 
fuhje^apf the palatine, in regard many of their iiom- 
rades had been barbarouOy handled by them; wherefore 
•they laadc great dcvail^ion wherevea they came, burnU 
f^tc-and’tweoty gteat vdlages to the gtxnind, and five 
/mall cities ; in a word, tliey quite roiiied, in hfteen days’ 
t^i th^ wht:9eoonntry, whiehiia efteemed the mod ploa* 
feqt'ajgid % 0 Keablo part >of Europe. * * > * 

^fT|f)i 8 ^ijllt ^^><eleAor ^ ih dholeif and he wrote 
fhafp kttarto the Jufar^fehal Tueenne* threatening him 
iqa fim^tti (na^ooTi bidding* hbn choofe the police 
wharc^he might iSghtip^ith him in ;dn 4 ^>duels but the 
fagn^SW^dbhal retaini^gfhitufeal mndentxao^ nndsiot at> 
all moved at the j^abtine’; letteiv Infiyencd it in«^diefe br 
the like tti:in 8 s ** £ngI£K 

i'Cg!BSienttf wfiire without his Wdeprkvid^pA'obatioir; tbaxT ’ 
he wasv infinitely troubled at tko violmGes which hdd<s> 
been committedi and that the chief authors had been 
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puniflied; never^^ei$K he could not but declare, that 
the cruel treatment which the Englilh had met with, 
had fo exafpcrated their companions, that it wa^ no won* 
der to fee them execute their revenge, even on the very 
ioammate things; and that in the firft heat and tranfport 
of their fury, rthey had not kifare to examine who were 
guilty, and who not.'* He added likewifis, " That if 
the pod which the« king hii mttfter had appointed him, 
would permit him to accept *of his challenge, he would 
not refttfe tt, counting it an honour to meafure his arms 
with thofe of fo aUuftrious a pnince phot that as things 
were, he defired to be excufed^’’^ * 

In former days, fuch an anfwer %ts this would have 
been taken for an argument of cbwardice in a man pro- 
ieffing arms. There was nothing more common among 
thefe infidels, than to decide their private oontr^erfies, 
grudges, and quarrels, by the fword, and ^eir farws al¬ 
lowed it. If any man had accufej^ another wrongfufiy* 
or had done him any other injury^b^ 
feotly to the cadis or lawyers >(fCr redrels, but had 
courfe to his arms, and whofoever got the vidtory, his 
caufe was pronounced jult; but fince the commerce 
which has been efiablid^ed between the Muffulmans and 
the Naxarenes, thefe latter have learned to ferfidte fo 
impious a prad^ice, being a/harhed that the fofiovTCrs of 
Mahomet, whonvthey call infidels, iho|dd outfhrip them 
in the peaceabknefiH>f their tempers, a virtue (b eam^fi- 
ly recommended to the pradtee pf kll Cbriftiilins by Jefus 
the fon of Mary t befidee, jfhey^have found the* inconve¬ 
nience of thefe private combi^s, UodlSfacy^ure generally 
forbidden now in moil countries of iBurope. ^Thls is 
owing to the examples of the * mulfolniaiis, whofe^ugOf^ 
againft each otbet'fbdroe ever iproeeede to contumelious 
words, much lefs to blow^, or any attempt upon life; 
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for when a'difpttte trifet between tme believers, and 
thof beeoml never fo little pafi&onate thereupon, it is but 
for a dbird peifon> one of the faithful, to interpofe him- 
feif, and repioach them with violating the laws of the 
prophet, had ^he hotioiTf of their proiRdEon, and they 
immediately are made frieodt again* Such magic there 
is in the force of thefe woids, Fy*, fy 1 What! Muf* 
falmans, aud»^uarr<d V* the uAial reprimand of the by- 
ftandersf whichfisan evident argument, that our holy 
religion has a greater influence *the hearts and con- 
feienoes of thofethat profefs it, than has that of the Na- 
zarenes; for whilfl thefe pretend to believe and honour 
the Meffias as theif lawgiver, they difobey him in their 
daily pra£b*ce, and fb give the he to their ^h, difeover- 
sng that it has no efficacy on their morals. Doubtlefs 
the l^effiat was holy, chafle, peaceable, humble, and 
Juinnlefs $ but it is tare to Bad auy of thefe virtues a« 
mong his followers. He bid them return good fon evd, 
bkffiags for curfes, ^d to fuffer all iujuries patiently, 
.after his example ; b^^^^ey invert the order of his pre- 
<cepts, and read them li£kward, as they fay witches do 
the pateivnofter. t < 

^ When Judas came to feize hiq| in the garden of Gtth- 
Ibmooi, with a train of officeis and ruffians, one of Jefub's 
retmift drew his wluniard, and cut off an ear from the 
fervant of the high-prieft ; hut the S 04 of Mary was fo 
fitf fronf*commcndiug bis zealiiil this, that he bid him 
put up his fword,. telling him withal, ** That whofoever 
* draws the fwflnd, Ihall perifh by the fword*’’ At the 
fame time, he refliored the fcllow^s car again by a mi* 
rackk' , ' k t » * 

'^■>"4i^gnanknoiis ferafquier, what X have laid intrenches 
not on the right of htwful war in defeifce of one's coup* 
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try, or of the ri^amfc Ivroiight (kmn from heaven. The 
facred combat was ever allowed of by God and man. 

Thou art now engaged in this eaufe againft infidels; 
fif^ geoeroufly and vanquSfh-) but enter not into pri¬ 
vate duels with any man, though he be a prfiice, with¬ 
out the Grand Signior^s conibnt j for the fidety of his 
royal perfon depends upon the prefervation of his faith- 
fid, valiant, and wife generab. 

Paris, a5th of the Sth Moon, of the Year 1674. 


VIII.—Te tke fam0k 

I WILL now give thee a brief account of the famous bat¬ 
tle of Senef, which makes a great noife in Europe, and 
is reckoned one of the moil terrible that has been fought 
in tliefe parts for many ages ; for it will not be amifs toi 
let ihec know the particular circumftances of this com¬ 
bat, the good condu61: of the F^ch generals, as alfo 
their orerfights and errors, t^W thou mayeft make ar 
right ufe of fuch examples, in the diifHculties which may 
environ thee through the chance of war. 

On the 9 th of thi^ infiant moMi, the confederate 
forces, amounting to fixty t}iaufand men, marched with 
tlieir left wing to a place Called Ai ken, and their 'right 
to the fori ft of 
before them a v 
they tarried there on the loth day, and next morning 
parted from thence, marching in three lines, Counting 
the baggage for one; whilft the Prinpe de Vaudemont 
commanded a body of fix thoufimd Spanifli horfe, to co¬ 
ver their march,^ and to fkirmHh with the Frcncfi,''^ri*"' 
there (hould be cccafion, till the whole at my u^re in or- 
der. 


Bhrfleray, where they encamped, having 
illage called fiencf, fituated in Sraban^; 








thcfe lotiiiqia^ 1|9 their 

g^ 4 o 9 (l^v 4 fM^A^ 4 K^ foftiiaihf te^^oOk 

of .the; eMIivMi itniNMcied*. T«' 

thif. cii4 ^ne iHtrMfCb^e i»itk fbor fiocee 

of cfy«pfio# t«k»4:isD&^ I'ivcr^Biitoo; etheie uRfii4»c^6i 
they might obferve the enesMilt'iootioar; enother paft, 
he pofted in a dc^ v«J!eyj| opnfedenoes couid 

*not perceite theaei; and that nothing iragtEt be wanting 
to the'^ 

marefchal of the ea m^^y ith coidldeiablc detaohmeht* 
to gain s certain hfll'P'wiifi ' ^^e, lying ai^der the co* 
vert of thick 3iv?9ods«, he might njttend every ilep of thO ' 
eiiep%y» withont being dticoveied himfelf. 

I^h^^.the piincc had jn^ all thofe prepamtionft he 
4£nt‘'^ Idaiiquil ,de Ramtei, and the , Chevalier di Td* 
ladetf ^t(h the dragoona under their coiim^hnd» to ailknlt 
the. ^onfederetea jsot heLfirom Renef, Thi« was peHbrm*> 
ed with .(b^fttawhk vigour^, ^at they drove them into the * 
viUegct irhh no Htde . 0 at^hter of the Spaniards; bnt 
not fatUhed with this* they ^tacked them, in the vijlage- 
itfelf; aitd Jtftor n long aiU^loody conflid, the Frcndh 
beat th^^thieojpe alf% puvrmng into the plain, t£l} 
at left .0bth, the , whole arndee, were, engaged pell-'meU ; 
th^ w|f the ^ht ernd and fierce* the officers of both 
fid^ hehs^ng tbcitdehee ^ith'ffigpa%iig bravery, and' 
^the/o|diers pot fhcinkmg fiom,their valiant leaders. But 
ibna^ 4^.^^eiK:^,'Whot hdbre they quitted 

Jth^^l^^eeaspc mji#eei oi^hik.^^H«todm,bagg»ger 
kmtnaohiom pow^^^^^fieyf -whi^dh th^ .bropghjtr: 

t^» Bi^jF ti^^|uW4 Mice..of Cande„« 

chafed.theqi^ia^ where the^^o^- ' 

federates bitrencfacd themfelves under the covert of it . - 
Fai. VUL o 
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CAftle, axid .clMArch. But that a£tive general 

would not fuiTer them ta reft long there $ he fet upon 
them on all hands To furiipi^y, that,they jnrere forced to 
abandon the place, and cioter the plain the fecond time, 
'il^he battle had now lafted .hve hours, and great was the 
daughter on both fides. The French took almoft four 
thouiand prlfoners,, and killed as many upon the fpot, 
^bolides thofe that they left wounded, which fo weakened 
and difeouraged the confederates, that the next day they 
retired) and left the Fiench mafters of the'field. 

Now 1 will tell thee, that had the f rjpPC of Cpnde 
been contented with his fit ft vidoiy at Sencf, he had 
faved abundance of Ftench blood; for in that fight the 
confederates loft abo\e two thoufand men, and the Fiench 
fcarce an hundred. But the fieiinefs of his temper car¬ 
ried him beyond his judgment, to purfue th^m into dif¬ 
ficult places; fo tliat in the winding up of the matter, 
though the vitftoVy was his, it coft him above fifteen 
hundred lives of his foldiers, w^ich might liave been as 
well fpaied, and his honour tei^ined the fame* 

Vahant ferafquier, 1 fend thee this n^rative, as a 
chart by which to iteer thy courfe in the like emergen¬ 
cies, advifing thee tO|^ temper thy courage with fage con¬ 
duct and prudence, and not to facrifice thy men to a rafli 
caprice of martial frenzy. 

Paris, rath of*Uie pth Moon, of the Year 1674. 


IX.— Mciiemct, an exiled Eunuch^ ed Ahairo r* 

! 

xfow changesble i« the ftate of moruls! ho#’iLr»»- 
ftant our thohghtS) pafiions, words, and actions! We 
are never fixed long on any thing; if we are invited to 
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caft aochor a while ih Ibme ic^i 3 ^ fiktlhni whilft 

wc furl thii iaiU of hui^ian’ karid ' and aniciety ; if we arc 
permitted to car^h»and' rechiit'odr weather^^beaten fpirits, 
enjoyiri^ fome Ihort airterval of reft and cafei' the indul¬ 
gence: fooh ^expires, and we are'-ferced. to weigh a^ldLhoift 
with double diligence, left W^ incur u dntekt ThPtem- 
pefts raifed by out evil ilars 'blow hard upon ua; we run 
adrift, and are toiTed up and down on tlie billows of 
human tnifery, without any approved pilot,* chart, or 
compafs, to dirc^ iis in the uncertain ro^ of life ; we 
float at randoiA, a fea of perpetual hazards and diffi¬ 
culties. ^ 

O Mchemet! d will not now, as oUcc formerly I did, 
wilh myfelf in-one of the Egyptian pyramids, or ’court 
the fociety of ghoils and demons ; I*will not take 1‘anc- 
tuaty in^thofe fuperannuated prifons -of royal fouls, nor 
^ek div^on among the dead ; not the black mafqac- 
rades of Cheop^s fepulchrc, ^nced each night by ‘fttitic 
fliadOws,' or'' wildeft' airfares of hobgoblins in the gal¬ 
leries of that hoi’rid pile, ^ould now relieve my melan¬ 
choly, or eafcx my frehettc pain, becaiufe the entertain¬ 
ment is. too- narrow, clofe and dale for fuch a foul as 
mine. ‘ I would fain ramble ■thrbsigh .an inlimt** lp?«ce, 
planted each dage with {eminaries of new ideas, uncouth 
forms, ^tl ftraugc chimeras,; It would fee the e(fence of 
all beings that I have already feen, reve^fed, turned up- 
fide down,*or infide out, or any wav transformed, fu as 1 
might not know them again ; I would have all the ele- 
i^Uts ji^ar^e tlidr qualities^; the hre to lofe its innate 
heat, and water to expunge Jt? moifturc ; the earth take 
^ire, and bjow itfclf ip into the ninth fphere, whilft t^ic 
af/' ibtih* Condenfe and Wuifh itfelf into a folid globe, pro¬ 
ducing a new race of tnincraU, vogetalJles, and living 
treatwts, which our old purblind world never faw be- 
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fare; I wouM haHr(f^1(!yingi^nd birdi whofrout- 
fpread claws t'alce rooting in the air, and grow Idee 
Baucis and Phllcmoh ; their- i^nga to bmnclves twiied 
their featliers into Icatcs;' beiidw a thoufaud IfindU o. 
rnonters, more than ever Owd f}k>he of in his metamor- 

jphoiS. ' ‘ ' 

After all this, T virould go up attd view the orbs above» 
rcilorc the rotten corruptible heavens, pull all the bylle 
and bears, the ftorpiocts, iipn^, centaurs, and other,anti* 
qualed'beafts out of the ; make the new ftar of 
fiopxia pay a fwinging fine for her damned Ute unman- 
ncrly appearance in tlic fen ate of thi! ftaiB.. ; . 

Then would I fet up an inqmficlcmTor.tlte comets, to 
know from whcncc they are, and wliat their bu&iefs ib 
among the oihs abttve ; 1 would examine all the cpnAe^ 
lations, and know the meaning of their names,F PUd iU- 
Hiaped figures ; and then I would trace tlie mUkf Vfajr^ 
mounting directly to the holiefi 'heavens of adl. 

There, perhaps, 1 (hould begr!: to be modelt and fo> 
her, confidering that it is tlj^ ‘prefencc-cbamber pf Uie 
Omnipotent; I would not broach fedition, nor talk fac- 
tioufly before the Kin^ of all things $ but behaving my- 
felf like a courtier during the public audience, I would 
afterwards retire, and fcannioer through the endldfs fields, 
beyond the Ccclixm Empyrieum, where 1 woufd either 
find out new woVlds, or room for them $ nothii^ fhould 
confine my feairch lefa* ihao infinity. Is not our fen^fe, 
fancy, and teafon, without bounds ? Are not thefe parts 
of the univerlb ? And has God madp-;any great A . 
than the whole ? This is a contradi^on in nature. 
has given us faculties, which, if Rightly ufed, cannot err 
our conceptions, are fquared to his eternal modcfSFffiS' 
world, if we, do not debauch our own thoughts, or 
fuffer them to be corrupted by others.' He is the pii- 
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xniiive and original rca^, the everlaftiiig common fen- 
foiium of nature, in whom, and by whom, w'c all fee that 
we ha^e eyes, hear*that we have ears, fmeU that we have 
nofes, tafte that wc have a tongue, and feel that we are 
all over full of feniible fpirits. ^ 

Oh God ! thy praifes arc without beginning or end; 
thou art an eternal circle of wonders and miracles } thou 
furpalFcfl all our fublimell thoughts; no words can de¬ 
cypher the ikirts of thy .garment; on thee infinite 
worlds have retted from eternal ages ; thdu art no nig¬ 
gard of thy gtfi»»> Why (hould infinite gooduefs and 
bounty be tradaoed byt infidels ? They fay the world is 
but fo many thoufand years old, perhaps five or fin. It 
is a damned blafphemy, thus (lily to calumniate the Om¬ 
nipotent, and to fay by craft he was not fo early gracious 
as he might hav<^ beoi* What (hould ail the £tern J, 
that he>'wa8 not in a condition to produce the world be¬ 
fore ? Or was he in a. follen hutnoi^r, that he (hould fuffer 
alapfe of indetermiiHite ages, befoic be (hould difplay 
his attribnies * ' % . * 

Oh, bo 1 ^fuffar not th» doftrine to t^ke root in thy 
fiMsl, fny' dear Mehemct, but fcmember there is no envy 
in the Deity ; doubtlefs he was ^s ,good, powerful, jutt, 
ami wife, -from all 'Ciornity^ as at Mofes's hour of the 
creation, or as he is now, aad ewr will be, wot Id with¬ 
out endy^amcn ; as the Nazarenes have ^n their prayers, 
Mehemet, let us (hake^S^ the prejudices of edu- 
tmioa, with all thfr prepoffcfiion^ and falfe dogmas of our 
tarly ySabi, and adhere to firm reafon, aud the infpira- 
tions that are froti beyond the vifiblo fiame. 

Take this as my iatt adieu, for I atn jutt equipping fyr 
^lic^unfcnown eternal voyage. 

Paris, 5 th of the nth Mom, of die V«ar 1674. 
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.- To tbt S.A1MACHAM. . 

* • ' t»’ ' i , * 

7hf afikitrof Fraoce feem to- be ttf a very ftourifhing 
conditieh} this invincible nlonafch not only>.coac{iieri oi- 
tiM and prorinCfe'by bttfi feme yield to him volbti- 
taWly, *cotertiflg^hie prnfedWooF.’ ^ f 

' HbrC are tiTtive<l dcputka from the fenate of -Meffinfl 
irt''Sicily, to xSefire the ‘king to ftce tliat cHy and people 
fitMn*the yoke of Spaaifh'ijyranny, and to numbet'tlMHnt 
afthOng bis fubjeflfe ; tbty arc ■•received without itttieh coa 
lemo^y On the part <)€ this coiM,'Vrhibb to appd^V 

Aately and fcfc!*te<l at fuch 4lOWdVer'^ there is 

no point of humanity or h’Ofpi<able"^%ifAg'<rijfegltSfted to¬ 
ward fhtfe ftrangefs t hi a 'wo^, they art eiitertaincd 
ixh friends of a lower decree, and tliky eftce!iln ibia 
cfent happinefs. ' " i* * * < i t ^ ' 

3ft feemd the' Spanifh govemmertf -v/fls' ''idry'fevcee'SshnS"^ 
ciilel, laying ihfuppdrt^le Inbe^itthit^knd 

fleecing tbd^ of their filver atfd by a tboofand fvJk^ 
and inventions of ilatCi' It v^s'b crime Ut»^vb>iv etefa; 
and no lefs to be fo pooi^ M tb denyitbe^'paytneot'iof the 
gabels j the one put* a fnan in danger of thb'ltfquifition, 
tbc other expofed him ^o the galleys/or ioihe^vroffe Ha- 
very in the mines of Peru.-, On whomfoever fhe^icCfoy 
or his officers call an ill eyt, *that perfon' wkS ftire to bfc 
ruined, if he did'‘hot iliake'‘'hi6 cfcape, or prefect hik fetft- 
my with the vfthie perhaps of half of 'his wealth i and^hc 
mud take it as a favour too that they v^aM compotfifd / 
at fuch cafy rates j for thefe- greedy babies' are feldom^ 
contented with lefs than all ft sHian iM ' - /• 

Infinite other oppreffions tit! people differed under, 
which at lad fo wearied their patienCC, that they began 
to cabal and form cOfifpiraciKl, againd the viceroy ; and 
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it wa} not only the vulgar that thiTs fought after UBerty, 
but the chief of the citizens, and foihe ot the fenators. 

' Tkefe all unatiimouny^ agreied< toSineat^uaderhatid ^ith 
the French king,-.to repreftot.toJhim their grievanne«» 
with the |>re£ent ftate of ,the-i whple idand} for they had: 
heard the fame and chara€ler^of«hia; perfon.apd goveru-i 
ment>^Pd they were>y^U fatisded they edidd not fubndt 
ttf ,a vbetter or more generoue mafter than him, .The 
'Undertakes to refcue < tl^. ^rom the Spaniih 'bondrf 
age provided ,they would> alEft hint with ^hat fuccows 
they pouldvfpi^e,,and hit oIBcers in,thofe tHuagt. 

which would; Iaoilitaier>^«redu6iion. of the iile,'. ■ . v 

He font foF6^*.aceordiogly» at the beginning of the' 
year, 'Under the command of the Chevalier de Valbelle» 
who^acquitted^himfelf very fucccfsfuUy, having perform¬ 
ed many eonliderable exploits, and taken feveral towns,. 
aadles,.and .other ftrong places from the Spaniards. * 

. ,TheTenate of Meffina being encouraged by thefe<pro- 
^jfous-beginnings, tHought it high time actually to fur- 
render themfelves up to ^e French king; and it is on 
thulerrand^the deputies are come. ' , 
rt'The kii^ being informed that the Chevaher de Val- 
belle wanted greater forces to conquer the places whidt 
remain ior.'the, Spaniards hands,; inunediately gave orders 
for a oerCaui number of yeifels to be fitted and manned, 
under th^command of the J>uke of Vienne} he gave a 
c^iniflion alfo tO'thc Marquis^^ Velavoir, with aeon- 
:fi 5 erable ar;my'of men, ordering him to make all fpeed 
’Ibrt'Sicily? and to ioi^ the Chevalier de Valbelle, or to a£l 
feparately, as ocej^oo ofiered. 

They fey the |jlike qi, Vivonne will fet fell with his 
fie^ about the beginning of the firll mooni He is efteem- 
ed a good foldier, though .fome. of the grandees and peers 
of tlie realm envy him, in regard be was ^ifed to the 

B 4 
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^igb fjigniticfi he po^cffes through the mediation ctf his 
fifcr, Madame dc Montefpao, one of the king's concu* 
btnes; for he was befoie only Count of Vivonne^ but now 
he is duke, peer, and marefchal of France, as alfo ad* 
iiural of the Mediterranean galleys. 

The Prince of Conde, once in company with fome of 
the grandees, and making a compariiibn between the 
Marcfchals Feuillade and Vivonne, be laid that Feuillade 
got hia honour by the fwoi^, and Vivonne by the leab* 
hardy rededling thereby on his isfter. 

It was not the firft time ,thtt prince, tffed the liberty 
of his tongue in affrpilting people i always daring 

and bold in fuch cafes: When he was y*<miig> travelt 
liag through PIcaidy, he was to pafs by a certain con* 
vent, or religious houfe on the road, where the fuperloc 
with all his dervifea came out to meet liim, and ,to pay 
him the ceremonies and acknowledgments due to his quaiw 
lily. The fupeiior v^s making a long elaborate harangue, 
in compliment to the prince, when lie all in a Iridic callei| 
aloud to kn^w what o’clock iyvaa. The poor dervifes 
ftriving who (hould m<?ft readily fatisfy him, cried out all 
togtshtr, “ It is mid-day, my Loid;’' when he made. 
thesB this wild anfwBF,*** y®*! *dl gonn, and, 

make aii end of your fpe^ch^ to the dewl hy mid-night $ 
for I will hear no more of your long-winded flattery.** 

Thou wilt fey Whis waa au od4 fort of expreflion in a 
priiMfc^ but it muft b'fe igiputed to the ^erinefe of his cejj^* 
feitution, which ip hifl youth fpurred him on -to a thoU- 
feud cfxtiravagancjes. He qpcre( 3 ^ thefu in tjmt,, and 
ft^ml,pf, %h Yaii> praukl ^y»d flaflies ojy his Iparklmg na* 
tyuffr, iriflamcd with nq|;}f afclours for hu king 

and country. Ho was commonly called the FienchTSISu 
and Man, b?ing eftetmed the holdcft man in the king¬ 
dom. Nfai^chal Turemie, who wa? no ftranger to ^ 
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^rims, ufed to Horatiui 

Curtius, there .never Was a of woman fo full of 

fire and fpffrit as tWe Prince of'Coiide.** ' 

' which is more to bi admired, that two fndb qua¬ 
lities diould meet in the fanfie ^'(^hiaS,^ he is a great ftatef- 
^ah, as WdV afiaf a valiant fofdier j hdl has a prodigious aim 
dt the jgOOd Or ill faccefs of enterprifes; and his Counfels 
are gcri^aHy fortunate. ' - , 

'^’3 thefe accortTpli/hments ba^e rendered him beloved 
by the gentrality of the French nation, fb his inconftaiibyi 
and fiding vf^h diflfbi^nt factions, have made him fufpeA-. 
ed both b/'the'OMt aiiidthe parHartichts, AS fidcs are 
fti^ of him, aiid relived* in their addrefTes. Though he 
has done fervices enough, one would think, to elface tHd 
memory df liis former failings, yet the civilities he re* 
ceives frim the king are only the faint fprittklings of 
court holy Water ^ fo hard a thing it is for an eminent* 
peribn to recover the eficein which he has once loft by* 
making falfe fteps. ^ 

This monarch is obferv<^ to be very conftant to thofe 
he loves^ never putting to death any of his favourites,^ 
though'hehas pften caufed theni to be arrefted; he ia 
very affable^ and of no ditRcoh aCcefs; civil and courte** 
ous td pooreft people, fuming the falutes of hia^ 
fubje^s with much cohdefcenlion; he is amorous alfo, 
and indulges that foft paffion in th^ midft bf all his glo* 
ri^s enterprifes ; he had once fiisee mrftreftes together, 
ont whereof* was of vulgar parentage, the other was a 
noble woman, and thd third a nun; whiclt 'occaftoned this' 
left to btf put On nim, ** •That he went about to Unite ^ 
the thresreftates,^d fzftttn them to the intereft of the' 
crown.” 

Among the other' diveriions of this great prince, 
takes a particular j^eafiire in magnificent boiidiiigs | aod^ 
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his ne\^ palace at Verfeillcs isefteemed one of the won¬ 
ders of the world, for beauty and art. As foon as it 
was finiflied, a certain poet prefented the king with this 
diftich: 

Non orbis genttm, non urbem gens habet ulla; * 

Ui'bfye domum, dominum net domus ulla parem. 

Sage minifter, thefe infidels flatter themfelves with a 
wrong idea of their own grandeur, not .confidering the^ 
invincible Ofmans are by deiliny exalted above all otjber 
nations, and that no city is comparable to Conftantiuople 
for beauty and riches, nor any p^ce fo niagoificcnt as 
the feraglio, which is the feat •©£ the great Sultan, lord 
of Afia« Africa, and Europe, arbitrater pf the whole 
earth. 

» Paris, X7th of tlie 12th Moon, of the Year 1C74. ' 


XL—7b the VisiER BASsi^nf Conftaniinoph, 

T 

j| AM acquainted with a Fiench,met chant in this city, 
who often trades to Conllantinoplc, Smyrna, Aleppo, anjd 
other cities of the Leitant; he knows nothing of me or 
my bufinefs at Paris, farther than other people, who take 
me for a native of Moldavia, and one whqm the'defire of 
knowledge lias brought hither, where the feiences have 
taken up their refidencctt befides, they may imagine that 
the hopes of preferment in the church were one induce¬ 
ment to my travelling thus far from the place of my 
tivity, fince 1 have all along^ profedjj^ myfelf a floden^ 
and candidate of the priefthoodt andljt is generally known 
bow familiar *1 have been with Cardinal Richlieu'aSd bis 
^ibcceflbr Mai^afiiii. Wliauver their thoughts be, thou 

niayeft tbyfelfj tb|it ia tk »aia I taiiea axe 
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ta conceal my true circumftances>, an4 the, affajr8„of the 
Grand Signior entrufted to my charge*. But to come to 

thebufinef8. . • , . .. i , > 

The merchant of whom I fpeak is called Monfuur.i^e 
Vaubrun, a man of generous extradtion, and by his in- 
duftry he has acquired a confiderable wealth. This per- 
fon, not long fincci came from Conftantinople, and has. 
made it'his bufmefs) ever, lince his retiini, to extol the' 
iinghlar morality and juftice of the muffi^ans. ; In all 
cothpanies wherever he comeS) it is ufttal with hith to fay> 
•* The'Turks ar^pl^rfe£): faints in comparifon with- us/* 
And to confirm ■hta%f!ertiOn, he relates many pretty paf* 
fages 'of things happening yrhilft he reiided at the im¬ 
perial city, all in honour of the true believers; which has 
drawn upon him no fmall hatred, envy, and perfecution 
from .the'priefis, and their more bigotted. followers. JHbtv- 
ever, he fhrinks not from his word, but itoutly maintains 
the'truth of his a&rtions ; and Tome men of feufe, who 
have heard, the ftoriH he tel|s^, and the elegant ^ account 
he gives of our religion a^d morals, cannot forbear cfy- 
iii^'dtit, ** They are almoftgprofclyted to the 'Mahometan 
"faith/*’ ■ i j, 

'Among'tiie reft, he' recounts extraordinary ocedr*- 
rchce whicfh^^ happened to hlthfelf at’^is parting frdm 
Oduftantmople, which 1 thot^hi it worth while to ac< 
'qtiatnt tj^ei with, ii!t regard it is much ictken notice of iit 
^ris by dl that hear it, arid cdh^uces not a little to laife 
m thie French^ an higher efteem of the muffulmans and 
our holyTkith than they Were wont to have* 

' ' 'It feems MonfiVitr ’de Vaubrun*had''cntercd into a ftridt 
■partnerihip^ith^uftapfia Zari, a native of'Turcdmaiiia, 
'dwcUirtg at'^oiiftatitinopTej and'trading in’^Ucs; tlieir 
xnUtuied tm$c arid ' correfpOndein^ held 'for*the fpadd^of 
llur^liirsi at the'end of'which-the. 

B fi 
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.cafled hoQi« to.hjs native cotintiy^ hf letters from £eimc 
:ofMu friendsy retake poifeifion of an eftate oevHy fallen 
tp him by ,the death of an uncle* he g^ve his partner no- 
.tice of it* telling ium his refolution was fixed to depart 
very fpeedily from the Porte, and take his vo)'age for 
■Fiance; at the fame time defiring that the accounts be- 
. tween them might be fettled* which'was done according¬ 
ly* and in cafting them up, it was agreed upon by both, 
that this Monfi&ur Vaubnin remained indebted nine hun¬ 
dred fequins to Muilapha Zari. .There wa» no conten¬ 
tion in the cafe,9 Monficur very readily gave him five 
bags fealed, and defired him to teU:the money* No, 
(replied Muilapha) we have, dealt together thus long, 
and 1 have found you an honeft man; Crod forbid that 1 
(hould millruft my friend at our lall parting.*’ 

-•This was done the day before Monficur de 'Vaubrun 
was to take his leave of Confianiiiiople; for he had hired 
horfes to travel by land to Smyrna, Ipfoufinefs fo requir¬ 
ing ; therefore both parties being \ml fatisfied, they bid 
adieu to each other, wilhing m^ual happinefii. The next 
day Monfieur de Vaubrun took horfe for Smyrna, hav¬ 
ing difpatched all his affairs at the Imperial Polte. 

It fo happened, that Ss foon as he was gone, Mufiapha 
bad occafion to pay a thoufapd five hundred fequ|n8 to a 
metchant pf Holland t wherefore, having newly received 
thofe five bags from his partner, he,.with them,|inade up' 
the .fum due to the Dutchman, faying withal, that ke 
had not-told the money in' thoCie five bagQ, m regard ne , 
took them on the credit of a very vimithy and honed 
man,*'wUahad been his partner; but me jealous Chriitian 
would not fliow fo much geueafofity V^r ^ ]prefcntly 
broke up tlie feal§ in the pretence of Miiftapha, and hav¬ 
ing teld'^over the money, faid it was all. right, and was 
very fairly putting it up again; but Mufiaphai wha 
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a i|alck eye* and being w£U vepreci in tclliftg of money, 
pcrceivi^ there was a great overplus, above nine'hundred 
fequinsr;' wherefoiPe he bid the Dlitchmah hold his hand, 
till he had told the bags over himfeU, for he fufpefhrd 
there.was fome mtftake. • The Nazarene durff^not deny 
a true believer this privilege under the Grand Stgnior’s 
proteflioB, whatever he would have-done in his own 
country; fo that when Muftapha had run the money 
over, he found eleven hundred and fiftysfequins in bags 
by themfdves, amhgave the reft to the Hollander: In a 
word, having dil^atdied that payment, he fent an ea- 
prefs away immedlatbly, with the two hundred and fifty 
feqains to MdnfieUr de Vaubmn, who he knew was to 
tarry fome days at 'a town on the road, about twenty 
leagues from iConftantinople, commanding the courier to 
,delivcv hinlFthis meffage in writing: ** My friend, God 
forbad that I fhould detain any thing beyond my fight, 
or deal with the^^a certain Frank would have done by 
me ; for thou knowai that I took the money on thy cre¬ 
dit, without telHng it; ^ut being to pay it away tliis 
day to 0 jDutcli merchant, he not having the fame faith, 
would tell it; and' finding thefe two hundred and fifty 
fequin's Over and above the fuii! fuppofed to be in the 
bags, jfct would have fmuggled them in his Dutch con- 
fcience, had <not 1 difeerhed his fraii^^nd prevented 
him. 4 f'cnd them to thee as thy right, fuppofing it was 
fome overfight. God prohibits «11 injuftice.'* 

This relation 1 had from Monfieur de Vaubrun*8 own 
* * • ^ 

mouth, and 1 tell thet it makes a great noife in Paris: I 
leave it to thy mkiurqfefblves, whether that honeft inuf- 
fulman deftlN^smt fome particular and public honour'to 
be done him, who by fuch a rare a6|ioii of juftice, has 
raifed a noble character of the muffulmans among the iu- 
fidelk r 
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Moft illufliiiouB and fcrene b4i£ra9 I pray the all-mighty 
and all good God» to have thee in his holy prote^Uoo, 
and augment thy virtues and felicities.* 

Paris, lith of the 3d Moon, of the Year 1675. 


XII.—To Ibrahim Eii Zfid, Effendf, Prtacher 

to the Seragho* 

Xarre has happened fomething pf late, ivhigh the 
prieils magnify as an apparent paipw;!^^ whilQ;, foi ought 
1 know, it is only a pure efie£i of jQa^ii|[e. 

Thou art not to learn'that the Nazaienes have their 
laints in great vqntration ; that ih^'y invoke tliem in thhir 
neceifities, fet up their images and pielurcs in temples to 
be adoied i that they preferve thcii bones,,afhe^ hair, 
gaimeuts, or any thing that deferves the name of a fa¬ 
ded relic} that they enlhriue tlufe itj^j^hns, urns, chefts, 
and other vedels of gold and iilvtr,(C«dorned with pieci- 
,0U5 ftoneti; that they place them in their mofques, as in 
fen^uarlea, fometimts under their altarat qther tim^6 
upon them ; fome in particular .oratories or chapels, o- 
thers iathe choir; that^th^y carry them in proceflion in 
times of public calai^uty, and on c^rt^iu fei[lival6, think- 
, ing by this napans to pacify the wiath of Heaven, at^d 
draw down the divine benediction. ^ Thou art nqt igno¬ 
rant alfo, that they *beyeve the fi^ints are guardians of 
certain kingdoms, provinces, cities, families, and even 
private perfons. ^ * • 

^ Hlence l$t* Penis is. efteemei} the patjron of France, 3t. 
J^n^es of Spain, St. George of j^nglA»^ap<Ma of other 
nations. Each city alfp has its pecuhar guardian faint; 
hence St^ Anthony is accounted the patron of Fa4ua» 
St. Mark of Vejiicei nnd|,to come t9 the puc]^fx. t|t» 
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Genevieve is adored by the citizens of Paris as the pa* 
ttonefs of this place. ' . 

There is a beatitiful temple boilt in honour of her^ on 
the highefb ground in the city, which al£b is caUed by 
her name, the mountain of St. Genevieve ; on the de¬ 
cline of this there is a fountain of delicate wateV, which 
is called the fountain of St. Genevieve. 

They attribute many miracles to this female faint, 

feme of which (he performed in her lifetime,*others af- 

'ter her death, if we may bdieve'what the pflefts aiftrm, 

‘and \vhat is recorded in the hiftory of her life,'in the bh- 

* , *• 
nals of Paris, and the archives of the convent belonging 

.to her temple; forthere is a certain number of dervifes 
of the chief nobility in Paris; who confecrate thcmfelves 
for ever to a religidus life, in honour of this virgin. ’ 

' ' They meet twice a-6ay in' the choir of the churth, ^ 
arrayed in lonff robes of Svhite linen, where they chant 
aloud the praife^^St. Genevieve; as oft they aflcmbic, 
at different hours, m a private chapel in their cloifters, to 
perform the like devotions. Thofe who are chofen into 
this order, arc all perfous of fweet and lovely counte¬ 
nanced; graceful demeanour, and learned education. Ohe 
(hall not fee fo much rcgularitjP, order, and devout mb- 
defty, ill any church in l^ris,'as appears in this, at the 
time of celebrating their divine myllerie^ Yet, for ought 
1 knov^ all this may be but hypocrify and pious artifice, 
to attraA the greater revercric'^i'rom the people who are 
^refent ar tl^ir ceremonies i rmyfelf was aftonifbed once, 
when bfing there, 1 faw a beautiful youth' approach the 
altar with a goldni c^or, hanging at a chain, which he 
held in-^r.i^^nd/wnilft with "the other he wafted tftic 
rich perfume towards. the llatueS, which flood on high 
behiad the altar ; he had the very fignature of virtue in 
•liis fitczi befides a certain ludrt that fe'emed to fpring aU 
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on a l\i<lden into his' t yes and cWks, diTcovcring fomc 
inward rapture of Kis foul; methought" he looked like 
one of the pages of Eden, as they afe defcribed in the 
holy Alcoran. 

1 proteft ii Was impoflible for me to &% my eyes upon 
him, and not to feel the pulCons of Platonic love ; he de* 
ported hiir.felf with a grace wli'ch cannot he exprefled. 

Afterwards 1 coiitra6led an intimate familiarity with 
him, on the account of Arabic, which he learns of me ; * 
he is a perfon of excellent natural^ abilities, and well^ 
eerfed in languages, and all manner of (iivine and human 
learning, ^ 

Paidon ihib 'i.y-wHio.i, vcnci-ble hadgi, in regard I 
could not forbe'ii mentioning a perfon of whom I have 
a great deal more to fay than can well be comprifed in one 
letter. Hereafter I will communicate a farther account 
of him, whUH I now return to the chui^h of St. Gene¬ 
vieve. In the upptr part of the cjjif, four pillars of 
jafper^ with four golden images ot angels on the tops, 
fnpport the {hrinc of this faints wherein U(;8 inclofed all 
that remains of her body ; feveral wax tapers burn be¬ 
fore it day and night; the devouter fort of people kneel 
and kifs the pillars whi^ fuftain^ the admirable relics ; 
they bring their linen and other veftme its to th| prieft 
who Is appolnft^^or this office ; he fallens them in the 
clefl of a long pole, ^ and then raifes that end tip to the 
flirine, which is ▼ci*y near as high as the roof of the 
church ; he touches the Ihrine with the linen, &c. ana 
having done fo, he takes it down again, when pronoun¬ 
cing a benediAioti on it, in the ncm e p f the faint, he re- 
ftores it to the party whofe it is. ^ 

They believe that linen, or any thing elfe belonging 
to the body, being fo touched ^nd bleffied, has power to 
chale away maladies, to prefenre them frdm danger^, to 
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cafe women in c)iild-birUi, and to make them profper ia 
all things; fo profound is the attach which they havp 
for this famous faiqt. 

But whether there be any thing more in it than fu- 
perftition and bigotry, God only knows ; however, ^he 
inhabitants of Paris efteem this (hrine, as |he .Trojana 
did their Palladium, and the Romans tlieir Ancile, which 
feirfrom Heaven, as Numa Pompilius made them be- 
Jieve. ^ 

* When the city it threatened with any pQbhc calamity, 
this (hrine is taken down with abundance of pomp and 
folemnity, and carried in procelfion through the ftreetSj^t 
thinking thereby to divert the vengeance of Heavtn, and 
appeaf; the anger of the Omnipotent. 

Such was the cafe here lately ; there having fallen fuch 
an overplus of continual rains, as threatened to deftroy 
all the com and herbage, with the fruits of the earth, ^ 
beddes the damag^^ready done to innumerable petfona 
in their houfes and ^ods by the vail inundations. 

This occafioned a decree to come out for the taking 
down the^body of St. 0 <:nevieve, and carrying it in fo« 
lemn proceilion to the temple of Notre>Dame; which, 
was accordingly performed oq the 17th of this moon. 
In the proceflion were feen all the religious orders in' 
this cit^, bo(h of men aiicf women, the^arliamcnt 
Paris, the eliambcr of accounts, the c(ft^ of aids, the 
court of moneys, with the whole ))ody of the citizens. 

^ i But no fooner was the Huine of St. Genevieve brought 
into the open air> ^ when the tain ceafed, the clouds dif-^ 
perfed, and the (Ity l)eca^ ferene and clear i and fo it^ 
has contitiW'*d ever 

' f I 

* The prieiU will have t^Ms to be an e(re 61 of St. Gene¬ 
vieve’s interccilioii with God for the province and city ^ 
•Gommitt^ed to her patronage^ and the people are wu<* 
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enough "to beliene hi (bribe he m 'efficaoioue' 

in cauiing rain when there is a drought, as the Inhabi* 
taats of Paris affirm, it may not unEtlybe-compared to 
the Lapis Maitali^ of the ancient‘Romans. This wasta 
certain great ftone, which» in tin^e of eaceffive dryoeljs, 
the Romans ufed to draw into the city with vaft ropes, 
by the gate Capena, the priefts of the god Mara 

danced before itrd|nd'ali the vcftals kR the iaered Ere to 
follow the proceffion ; they drew the (lone to the temple 
of the goddefa Flora, ^ wh^e.^ they lirewed upon it an 
handful of withered flowers and herbs i then immediately 
it began to rain, and they let the ‘her ^crc, as a 
memorial before the temple of the goddefs, till they had 
enough of that,fort of wether to keure the .growth and. 
maturity of the vegetables, and then theyi drew it back 
again.-in the fame manner as before, only each now 
carried, Ibme of the facred fire in an !earthet» veflel, where* 
as before-they carried none. . \,i * wX. ? » « ' i; 

Whether there be any re^ effiea^. in 'thok fcHgioua 
eeremonies or no, is not in my power to dctcnnine ; but 
it-is certain that every aatioa confides much ia'^fthe niyf^ 
terics taught them by'their, prieils* The force of edu¬ 
cation prevails on moft <men, even to 'old age, in regard 
they think it an impiety to examine or queftion the tra^" 
ditfons of tV^'r fothers, efpeciaHy wlren Heaven itfdf 
confirms their implicit faith, by . feeming to re^rard and 
anfwer thck religious addrefles, in fo peculiar, a manner 
as thefe foremcntioned inftances deforibe. 

. Sage effendi, -tell. me- whether it be hcref/;tQ a£ 5 rm, 
that God has font prophets into^ natbnsi^each fumifli- 
cd with his mftrudions and dodinils agrosable to the 
genius of the pcojifle whom they were to;teach; and that 
he is not difpleafod at the various rites and ceremonies 
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by which every diftin£t region and ditmate adore kif DU 
vine Unity. j < 

Satisfy me inr tbie, and then thou jhalt be more than 
Apollo in my cfteem; for 1 am full of douhtt* 

IPirii, xoth of the 6th Moon, of the Tear 167^. 

* , 
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LETTER I—To Dgret Ociou. 

I 

SoMiriMEs I could wifli myfelf without a fpleen, it 
ovctwhelms me in fuch deep melancholies; yet when' 
I confer the fame vital is a neceilary iaftrumcnt osf 
mirth and laughter^ I reverfe that wiOi again ; not tha0 
I am fond of a n|aty which makes us Tefemble ap^s ra<* 
ther than meny thou^ the philofophers fay the contrary; 
but I corref^ my partial tjmoghts, which would lay the 
fault on my body» when my mind is chiefly to blame $ 
for he that is matter of his reafon need not fall into ei« 
ther extreme, to be always grinning like Democritus, or 
liowhng with Heraclitus. Refignation and tranquillity 
arc the golden mean ; and he that tteps^ver this* line, 
on one or other, falls into the fame vanity which 
he bemoans or ndicules in the of mortals. 

\* 1 have ftndied to know this world, and the nature of 
all 1&ings*but am never the wifer, after fo many years of 
fearch $ 1 have perufedjBOny books, and converfed with 
more men, y‘*t non?^ theth aH can inform me of a cer- 
* tainty what I am myfelf $ how then fliould 1 be able to 
comprdiend the ettences of other things ? Henceforth I 
will lay aflde this inquiiitivc folly, and be carelefs, till 
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4ea!tlt fliaH eidtfr quite e^tingulfh fo trouUefome a paffion, 
<w fully fatisfy it with new difcarerieft. 

In tliat leparate ftatc, I hope to fee in open light the 
naked forma bf things, without the interpofitiun of a treil 
or glafs to thicken and dofk the profpedt; whereas in 
thifi life, we are fain to peep into the world through the 
clofe windows of our fenfes, which are fo overiaid and 
daihened with the duft ottr paffiona raife, beiides the na¬ 
tural dulnefs of their composition, that we are fain tee* 
run from pannel to ^^annel, and ufe the optics of philo- 
fophy to hdp our fight; yet, after dO, we ftill are pur¬ 
blind, and fo are like to be during this mortal life ; but 
whto once this prifon of ours fliall be demoliihed by a 
tampeft of misfortune, or by fome fudden difafter, or it 
fliaS moulder away through ficknefs, age, and natite 
weaknefs, thus crumbling to its primitive duft, ^hen fiiatl 
the foul expand Itfelf, and fiy at large in the open 
fifrmameht of wifdom, light,'and fci^-. 

' My Dgnet) let thou and 1 be donteiit to bear the 
csKiveniences of thefe earthly <»ges for a while, and m a 
little time we fiiatt be configned Over to eternal liberty. 
I defigned to have laid more, but I tell thee 1 am too 
mebncholy i thereforewdiCtt for the pfefent. 


Paris, Xyth of the 8th Moon, eff the Year X675. 



• «, 

II.—'To Hamet, Rei% Effenoi, ^rinctbal Secretary of 

the Ottoman Ernplrcm 


J.T is above ten y^ai^s ago fingg^^^l gatfe thee an account 
of the renow'ncd Marefiphal de TRTfntie, whevem 1 did 
not pretend his complete hiftory, or prefenC thCe wkh' 
bis full chara^r) but only to inform thee of fome re¬ 
markable paiiagei in his life, and to draw an imperfe^ 
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i4ea of his .virtnes, which though thf^y were very grea^ 
yet were not fuflicient to ikreqn him from the chance ojT 
wai*, and the ftrok^ of a violent deaths 
. On the hx*and-tweuticth, pf the moon of July» this 
great general having given all neceHary orders for a 
battle with the Imperialifts in Airatia> was furveyinga 
certain raifed ground near StraHsurght on which he de- 
figncd to plant a battery, when a cannon ftiot from the 
^wn, guided by fate more tluui by the gunner’a aim or 
•/kill,,came grazing along on the enrl^h* an^.in its career 
gave this hero a. mortal blow on the which he 

inftantly died witlipnt fpeaking a word. 

There was ^ ofiicer of the artillery lo his company^ 
who fpled the courfe of the bullet at a diftanoe,. and 
happily ilarted out. of th^ way, He reports, that Mon* 
fieur Tucenne faw the fame, but whether out of the 
greatnefs of his (pirit, which would not fu0er him to 
appear timorous »|||^th, or whether his extreme thodght- 
fulnefs on the appr(%:hing battle, kept lijm from pro¬ 
viding for .his own fafety, it is certain be Hood immovci- 
able, and i^flained the /atal, Hroke which coH him his 
pfc. 

The court of France lan^cnyfi^his death with cxtr?.or* 
dinary demonftratlons of forrow, and fo does all the 
kingdoifl; indeed tli^ have rcafon, France having ne¬ 
ver fent into.the -a man more arccolffplilhed with all 
• ® • * 
the virtues and heroic qualities requifite in a great gene- 

rpl. 

They relate* two or three remarkable paffages of his 
life, which cither happnne^iince X wrote my former lettdt 
to thee about him, leaH they came not to my knowy 
•ledge at that time. 

One was a .little after hts brother the Duke of Bouilt 
W94os|th,^when he was feen to weep viery.afiie^uitatc]y« 
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^ough ite ’Endeavoured tb hide his paifioh fr«m the 
hbrervation of others ; which was taken notice of as ^ 
argument of his compallionate temper, and that aU the 
blood which , bad been fpik'm his fights and under his 
condut^, had not diminiihed his natural tenderhefsand 
humanity^. ’ /' 

iBe was finc^ely modeft, without giving the world 
any occafion to judge that he only aifedted to appetif fb; 
for when any of his friends or creatures would roiiint(^ 
hypeflxdes in esttolling his at^ions, he would noV by a 
feigned humility, and denying ali ^h^y faid^ layatratn 
for greater flatteries, but he fo difdireetiy^aiiod^ted'his 
anfwers, that at the '&me time he appeared fEttfiMe-of-his 
fine merit, without the leaft fymptom of avrogancE^or 
,vaiin glory. . • ' r . ’i - 

So when fome lords came to conddle thE Ipfs'.of'hls 
brother, that they might comfort him, they ty^rtiEd thd 
difeourfe to a panegyric on himfelf,'b^ily eaudUng the 
whole ferieS'of his heroic perform^t^es j but looki<ig'''on 
them with. a ftei^ail gravity, and fetching a deep HgK 
he replied, ^ It is the opini<3^ of the'vvbrftl tbaC'l am 
fomething verfed in the affairs of war'; Itwould be‘an 
ungrateful prefumptiorio to oppofe thfe public fentimeht; 
but I can affure you, there is nothing mote certain’ thttn 
that much of ,my knowledge** in this kind is'owfrtg to my 
d^eafed brother, who by rules taught me many advan¬ 
tageous improvemenls of. martial difcipline and Ileamf- 
ed not a little from his own examplary con'duj^.” . ^ 
Another remark they make is bn the HBeralky of this “ 
general, and his contempt of imives $ for he really impo- 
verifhed himfelf to reward and grhrify his'lhiebds ; ifbE- 
iilg a word veiy copimon in his mouth, ** That he'would 
live on the king’s* pay, and his fiends fhoiild live<' on his 
eftate.” .Yet he was but a younger brother; wkibh 
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his wife often Jay, That were it not. for.tlie king’s 

aey, her bulband entertained fuch a retinue of noble beg¬ 
gars about him, ihe feared befh he and, (he muil in 
a litde time take up the (sane trade, and;turn .mendicants 
thcmCelves.” . 

It is credibly reported of this great man, that/he.fet 
his heart fo little on money as not to know one piece of 
coin from another, nor their different value in exchange* 
w Once .he was heard to. fay thefe words to fome ,of the 
nohk^y^who, were difcpurfing.on wonder (faild 

he), what p}eaA|e^iiineh can take-in hoarding up. great 
heaps : Foe^my part,, if at:ithe,end of the year 

(hoidd hnd in my, coffers a. great ^eafure of gold left, 
it •would, naufeatecme as nmmh as if juft when I bad made 
a full dinner, 1 (hould be forced to fit ftill and. glut my- 
tfdf.byzeating sof .tbe.iame ,di(hes over, again.” 
v. And that which Js mod to be admired is, that even in 
his (?ldage, to ^l|kh avarice is fo natural, his purft was 
always, open, and lll^ave uwny Ids money, as liberally as 
m his youth r fo. that when he was dead, they could find 
no mote than. fiye hnndfed crowns in h?s keeping ; bc- 
jfides he‘4died much in debt, which, 'he contraflcd on the 
army’s account,, that they (houh^ not wont their pay in 
d,ue (eafpo } but it is. (aid the king either has difcharged 
thefe. d^a, ,01; will.,do. it iifh Iktle. time. 

, ^ He was, a man of^no great prefence, dftcr for tallnefs 
or graceful features,, being of aw ordinary ffze, and heavy 
countenance, with a .miqn and air more h'ke.a citizen or 
•H mechanic than ,a foldier, which juffifies. the old pro¬ 
verb? “/ the face is nptjalwaya,the true index of the 
}wait$’’.;foXjaU.the*wM^kni9W8.tbat he .was a man pf 
great reiblutiqn and.bravery* ., .u , 4?... 

.They .attribute many of his yi 4 |or^e 8 to his regular and 
Mhe;s to his ,fb;:tune; wbilft they cannot 
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4a^ that fooie .were «wiog to the force ef his 

tnyincible coiin^. ,, 

It were eafy to relate many In^uac^s cf this kiad t hi^ 
1 win not tire thy pstkoce } soy letter is already Wretch¬ 
ed beyond its deiigited limitib yet it epmea fiiort of 
reaching the chara&er of this prince; however it would 
be invidious not to inform thee of aU I Itnow coscemii^ 
him worth obfervatton. 

In the time of the civil wars, after he had abandoned 
the party of the.oiaieaii^aitSy SnidixW'iifM^ 
one of the king's armies* he gave jdmirable proof of 
his undaunted valour j for when he fold but three thou- 
fand five hundred men with him^ ^ thqfo in a maandr 
hemmed in by fourteen thou&nd of the rebels* fo .that 
there was but one pafs left whereby he might .efoi^e, and 
he was ftrongly prei&d to make afe of that advantage # 
** No, (fays he) 1 will not any longer live to foe nty ^ 
vereign fhot out of his ^n cities baSred Iwr 

gates agaiaft him, even vfoilft the fomg'a ^forces wwrc en^ 
tire, before they had received any Ms or defeats and. cm 
we cjcpeft they will be anywhere more fovoonfote'^to 
him, when they fhall behold us flying ftom ouc vtftorkras 
enemies i No, this faud (foyfoall. either pot » c^eck to 
their fuccefs, or give a period to my lifo/' ; ^^ndthce*.. 
vent anfwered Ibis expeftatioa j for he entered hfto battle 
with the Prince" of Conde, and rooted aU hi# forces; 
ever fince which he*'h#e^ done the ^French king.fo many 
eminent ferviea** amply madi#. amends for his two yeafs 
revedt, » * t • 

He is now gone to thf worlds JiUd as to a cam¬ 

paign, but to, cel^nte an etecnal'triumph among the fo* 
mouB heroes of the. earth* * 

The king has,* in honour of .hfo merits, caufod Hisbo* 
dy to ^ hinied in the temple of St* Deniti oE 
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the biood’Voyal 'of France is irepoiited, ^fhowing in 
how little dilTerence he makes betweep him that fits on 
the thr^nC) and him that well fnp^f^s it. 

illitftrious Hamct, I pray Heaven infpire the Suknn to 
reward ^hee and all his faithful minifters and* brave gcne-> 
raU with particular Honours, proportionatc^to every manias 
diflin^ tneritB and Services. ^ Adieu. 


P^is, 4th of the 9.h Moon, of the year 1675. 

_. _ » 
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HI.—‘To t/je KA! MAC HAM. 

T * • • . 

RER£ happen'-many rematt^ble events in a year, which 

I tiannot prefently tranfmit ati account of for want of 
timely intelligence, letters aie often finiOied and 

fealed, fometimes fent away before I bear of the tak¬ 
ing of futfh a cHw Or ftrong hold, of this viftory dnj'the 
French fidh, or thsNljncccfs on tlie part of theii' enemies, 
the Germans, Spaniaras, and Hollanders ; and I do not 
think it worth while to troujble the minifters of the Porte 
\yith art aftet^difpatch, only to inform them of fome'fic^e, 
battle, or other petty occurrence, as oft as they come to 
my knowledge; chooiing rather ?o recapittdate in one 
letter at the en4^ of the yea^ aS fuch paflages ^ were o< 
mitted bdbtpi that fo my intefHgence, how" ,^cr disjiu'nted 
aad parched out into fragments, may yet at laft be fet 
together again, and made entire* * I « 

‘■^.Xhue the taking of Belli^nd fi\ RoufTillon from the 
Spaniards, 1)y the Marefchal de Schomberg, was hut a 
matter of that importance^'aslb deferve a parricular letter 
on pn^ofe to^keq) tmie with a^pn ; yet'^it is convenient 
to infert it in this fummaiy of tranfadliOnii omitted in my 
fbimer letter^ that fo the Ottoman rcgiilcr may sot be 
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impc)fc<5l and d«fc<£iivr» Tilts foitrcfs'^n'da taken about 
inidfutnmer, after an inlreiichmcut of ftven days. 

But fortune, thougH^ flic feems to bavfe declared in fa¬ 
vour of the French arms, yet, to fliow’ Jier inconftaiicy, 
iometlmcs turns her fmilcs into frowns, and feema foi a 
v.ltile to leave them in the lurch. 

On the’iith of the 8lh moon, there happened an ac¬ 
cident at Treves, v*liicli oecafioned the lofs of that town 
to the confederate enemies of France, and a little cloud-ki 
cd the glory of the Marefchal de Cicqui’s ^rms, who had 
hitherto fought fuccefsfully, «nd gained the reputation of 
a very wife and prudent general. 

It feems the govcinor of ^reves, whom they call the 
Sieuv Vignoiy, had oi ilers to come out of the tow n that 
>cry day^ and join the Marefclial dc Crequi with five 
ihoufand men of the gariifon, to put in execution fome 
defign* they had upon the confederate forces, which lay 
not far oft'. The governor, in cog?^iauec with the or¬ 
der, was marching his ratn over a i^ridg<!, when liis horfe 
fuddcnly ftarting at llit discharge of a pillol, fell with his 
rider into the ditch, wheic they both pcviihcd. Now 
this unfortunate gcnrlcniau not having difco\eicd his fe- 
erU oidtr to any perfdn living, his lieutenant being igno¬ 
rant of the defign* and troubled at this, unhappy acci¬ 
dent, cauled<}^ five thoufand men to march blck again 
into the town ; in the mean time, the Marefchal de Cre¬ 
qui in vain e.xpei^ed |he coming of thefe recruits, and 
finding liimfclf too weak to refill ilie mure numerqus' 
tt oops'oF his enemies, was forced to give'Nvay, whiln; 
they advanced to befiege the jLown, the main thing which 
he aimed to prevent. In this llrait he had nothing elfe 
to do but to tlirow' himfclf with his forces into the town*, 
that fo his pxefenCe might. fupply the dead governor’s 
place, till the king’s pleafiire were known. He defeod- 
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dd the plac*witiP much' refolution and braver)'; but by 
the treachery of a certain captain belonging to the garri* 
Tony itviraa a( length taken, after abundance ofbloodfhed. 
This traitor's name was Do/ejomdan ; he’held a private 
correfpcrtidence with the enemy, informed-them of the 
difadvantages the town lay undei^ corrupted fevcral of 
the gafrifun, and 'did all things that might facilitate the 
redu«Sfion of the place j for which he was defervedly 
lianged, having been delivered, into the ^nds *of the 
* French by thofe wlio,, tlmiigh''1;lnj^'1nadc ufc of the trcft- 
fon, yet could not but abhor the traitor.' 

The Impcrialills took coutage upon • this fubcefs, and 
began to think thaf fimre the death of MaVefehahTu- 
reftne, fortune had abjindoned the intei'cft of France#- and 
entered into tlie xojifoderacy’with them/'; Hereupon 
Count ^outecucuK, bn the 20 th of the 8th moQi},.invcfb> 
ed Haguenaii, f^rong place in the hands of the Freilp|ij 
but the approach the Piince ©f'Co^|de foon made him 
taife the liege ; Itnce'^'hich tkcre. has been little of a^Uan 
on either fidd# lave the taldng of Thuin, a toVrn litUated 
on the Sombre; and which commands all the country be* 
tween that riv'e^mid' thc -Meufe. - It was furrendcre’d .to 
thje French abont thti; beginning^of'the nth mooni on 
conditiptf that^the p^glvifeges-of: theduhabltants Ihould be 
preferi^Qi^,'and that thegr ihould noitd)e' forced to maintain 
the ki'ng'^igariifothv'> t' - , f 

Ther^ have been btefyjfome f?^‘tu>ns infthj^^rovinces 
(jf Bnewigne*and^Guienne, faidjto>j^e fccre'Uy/abetted by 
the parliaments of Bour^au&'and’^Renaes ^forbivluchthe 
king has hgnihed his dirpkafiire#^j»y remdviog. thofe . aT- 
femhlies'to othev places# after hdvuigiDllided fevere and ' 
'eremplary panifhments on the. ringleaders of.the tumults. 

And now this monarch fee'ips'to be vveaiyLof the^ fa¬ 
tigues of .'war# haying publiHied a/in^ifeltor wheraio.lie 
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romplain. of the injury done to Prince William o^f Fur- 
ftcnibtijT, p*tnIpotentia»'y from the Bilhop of Colo^rfc; 
declares that he had leafon to fliow hisvicfenjments of an 
afiont 'pven tt> his ally contrary to the law of nat^na»; 
that netcrlhelJTs he had laboured for the genertil peace 
of Chrlllendom, and vas now in the fame inclinaiiou : 
On svhich account he fent the Sieur Colbeit, mailer of 
the requeftp, and ihc Count d^Avaux to Nimeguen, there 
to’aflift at the conferences of peace. 

Some fay this propoilliba to peace is the effeift of a 
vow the king made, when he was iMely afflicted with a 
vioteftt fever. Be it how if will, the captaiUs and foldiers 
on all fidcs are agreed to ceafe fi\m\ aAe of hoftility^du’r 
ing this cold feafon, finding it much more comfortable to 
wallow in bejs of down, *than to lie abroad in the fnow, 
and t<f lay clofe to a good fire, than to campaign it 
lA trenches fulf of water and ice. yf 

IlTufrrious tniniifler, I pra^ God jmki thee happy all 
the f lur feafona of the year ; but efpecially to ghre thee 
his wintcf*8 blelHng, a waim l^pafe, an agreeable bed-fel¬ 
low, plenty of the gifts of Ceies and Bacchus, a merry 
heart, and a good llomach., 

Paris, 7th of the rath Moon, of the tc#r 1675 


> 

IV,— .Ti^AaPEL’MEtEC, Muli Omar, PreJhHent of the 
CoUegt of Scienees at 

*J'h Y packet came juft now to my h^hds, id^in hour of 

felicities, under a nbbk and propitious afterffm ; the doq- 

frellations above fmile biih^ahmut at this feafon; a tlioufand 
^ « * 

foft and ferene pleafures dfftil upon my a pearl of 
heavenly 4cw fits pn every blooming thought; my heart 
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Is li^e ^ gai'dcn llir the mornings of an auttimn fo^ice, 
frcfti and f^grant, though *drooping for age. 

I have fpent Ipring and fummer of my life m'error, 
ignorance, and vanity ; jt h time -that 1 Hiould provide 
for tlie 4 ^mter of my age a ftock of folid \vifdom and vir- 
tue $ and neaven, tb Hidw its love and'eare^f mortals, in- 

- • 'k 

fpire'd thee with the generous thoughts of .^d;ing me 
once more by jhy fage inilrut^ons. , Thy dlfpateh coa- 
tains'fuch a fcheme of philofbphyand rca^ as never can 
be refuted ; thou ait the Apollo of 'the age. ^ 

Crlory be tqOodi majellic, living, and itrbng, eternal^ 
father and fource of lights, fountain of intellectual per- 
ff^Ctions, original treafdtyi of'" reafon, with whom remain 
from everlhding ages the ideas of all things paft, prefeut,'. 
and^o cotne^ the patterns of things vUible and iavifible, 
the ex^mfdcrs^of every thing that has, had, Ihidl, or can 
have exiftence ^the uniyerfe: BleiTed be the Word and 
Bteath of God, Spirit of iife and undorftanding, which 

iu the determined pCHodt of time enters Into holy fouls, 
hiaking ;them.the favourites of the Moft High and pre^ 
phets. t 1 . • ' i., />. . ' 

That fpirit deicends fometimes, abd "on Tome perfona, 
like a gentle fhoyrer in haryelt, b»t on thee it pours jlowii 
irke the.river^^vynjjiiiadifc,invaft arid mighty cataraAs^ 
wiidom^vfl'ilowa'thy foul as the Nile i the ftreams there¬ 
of are ilrong aiid rapid as the currents of Tigris and Eu¬ 
phrates / rich and inebriating waters of Jordan j 
thy covei'ed with a deluge of fuitnee. 

O immSlrc^ble wijdom T blciTed is t'&e man that- has 
:hec for his poifrioa, in. this life! The gold has no value’ 
beauty when compared with thee ; the diamond and 
fapphire fade and look dull; and tliechoicclt pearls .of the* 
Qrient lofe their lufttfc in tliy prefence. Doubtlefs wif- 
dom ihines for ever, and is incoVruptible j it is a^ure re^ 
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fpkndeftt eSRhtee flowing fr^ the et&niil glorj^ a Iuin} 
cere enranationvfrom the divine natuie, the fpo^efi inirror 
cf Odd) wherein he beholds his own jmmoital eKcellen- 
cits ; it is ten tbourand' timcs^nsoi c ferene than the light 
itfelf, bngiittr thtin the fun, pul'd; than the iky,d|^dmore^ 
fpirkhng tlifeil alltlu hoft of> the ilfirs^ the *glitlering 
erbwd of^ngeh rfre eeltp/ed inf hei prefence, and all* th< 
riiHianl^ordeis of the bleflcd above fervt but as foils to fet 
forth her fupjrlativc and all-penetrating comfcarionsl ♦ » 
* Gud brdught her fiom the womb of his hnfo- 
thomabk depth; flic fprung fr6^l the tfeafores wlxich cant 
not be cxlipu^lcd ; in the morning of the world flic rouf- 
ed the bennnibcd chaos iviih her efficacious beams; 
oneigyga\e life and form to the coofufod and darkiabyfsjT 
ihe (bines fioOi one cxtiemity of the univerfe to anq||iert 
iliuminating infinice fjHiCeB ; (h^ is a*^ refulgeni.circle ofi 
light, Whofe centre is every whdrf, but W>oCe ciroumfer^ 
tnce is not to bc'fonnd. > 

Aflv tfiofe who pitch their pavilmns abovh'^fi’worldsy 
%c outlying camps of the Omitipotem, who guard did 
' frontiers of the blifsful legton^ land walk thei'otinds -of 
our remoteft heaven, the coelum emjyiiaei^, to fire its bca^ 
rons on the difeovet y oC afly fortign invafidn thrcaUCfned' 
by fome new ugflrart repubho of h 9 (tchO(J in the 

cold and fio/cn cliitiarcs of tlie ondltft entpaiifd^ dikthlsfe^ 
f fay, Whtthcr they ^ver could t^abjJ thflt ctetiUfl wif^oth 
in her flights, oi fincl folitary haunts of etcrlafting 
readbn? They may ^uifuc the (glotious c!ha(b''>»9«K& the 
untraetd WdfteS* of the>uhliidited, daforhie^^'fbpft mnlter^ 
as wen as through the fJticcd fields and parks^ the inclof- 
ed lafld^arlSed grounds df this known world ; but alf in 
' vain .there is no catching^ what is infinite; the jyingil 
of dll cteated fdiicicb jire too fliort and weak ; the cheru- 
bima tljbmfclves and ietaphiikis are far too lloV to fdzC fa 
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fv^lft a prey; wiAlom is wU4 fts ‘eibiinae, CQacc^e<^ as 
twci yet fijted as^dwlliny. ^ * • 

bhe dw’elis be^^nd the JliigU^fV heavens ; her throac is^ 
iaaqc^hlbley 5''®t (he Jills all things with her piefuicc ; flie, 
fought for a plaqe of repofe on eatth among the foijs of 
men ; die traverfed the nations by laftd« and vihted t^c 
ifles of the fca ; fhe 9efcended into the abylTes belowi and 
jgtade Iier fci utiny in the horrid caverns of the globe; at 
length Oie hjundher reA in Abrahmsi, and pitched her habi- 
*tation in Ifmaelf becaufe it ^a$ fo determined of old fron| 
fempiternal ages, and recorded in the archives of fate. 
She ^’as eAabliAied in Mecca, the birth-place of the pro- 
» 4 ^et, and *her power is rooted in Medina Telnabi, the 
plflce of his burial; the holy cities are ennobled by her 
preface, end ihe Aiijies in the midA of an honourable 
race, an p^T^^Siiig born to glory, a renowned people, a 
tan^ified progt|^, a generation of worthjles, a family of 
heroes, a litiea^wHereon re As the favours and fmiles X)£ 
the QnjrtJpottnf* * 

*Oh« Arabia I weU mayeft thou be called the Happy,* 
A nee i»thee is the feat of tlie eternal fapience. Go mourn, 
ye mountahiB of /udea^ and all ye defolate valleys of Fa¬ 
it Ain^l for the dew and t^e rain ha\e forfaken you. 
Your foil ilaiHij i gli Jb tisjQif^want of n^oiAure, anepyour gkbc 
i^'dried^ijf; your trees wSher and fade; ntithci ^ts 
the ground biing forth any j^rafs or flowers ; the paAurcs 
are become like a wddemefs, o^eJ^run with briars an^ 
thyntpiTiwd .yOur arable fields are as the Lybiarv waAcs, 
batjren amV^nbrofitable* The land that was' once called 
holy, is now become execrable, a habitation of fatyrs and 
and dtHiiOh^tbecaufc wildom h^s tiseated her refi4ence; 

Slop, and the angels haye decamped from the cli¬ 
mate of JeruAdem* 

Rcjtyice^ O regions b 9 rderihg on the eaA of the Red 

.c 4 
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’ Sea ! for*witli you ia a great bg^t» evea the law brought 
down froqi heaven* and the glory of the Mofl ^tgh oxpr- 
diadows ypu. * “ « # '' 

Wifdom is exalted in Arabia ; hfts ifp her head a- 
bove the top of Mount priel $ Ihe dourifhes like ^tfie 
pphn-treCy and fpacads her boughs as the terebinth ; ma¬ 
ny 'nations reft under the fhado^ of her lyide-fpread 
branches; her ways are liniform and beautiful, like 
alley of cypreffes, and all Her paths are fwcet as a garden'* 
^of cinnainoo, myrrh, and rofes; her fruit /eecbs the 
and the South } her. ialutiferoos leaves aretfcattered &om 
Xndia to the hind of the Moors, where thou dwilleft ; 
Iver fragrant odour is difFufrd from pole to pole. 

She is the mother of fcience and virlsie ; m her cufioi* 
dy are the fprings of life and heakb, of honour and rich¬ 
es; ihe has in her treafures locked up smuvneisible kinds 
of felicities, which (he j^cndfully poumtforth pn theiA 
that obey her iaj^iratioas; file appears fiieerfuUy to diem 
that wait upon her, and ao man eraser d^piftted fiipm her 
preience but he fell into fiidnefs; for a certain eniiveamg 
iniluence flows from her coimSenaRce; a tnan is cavtfiied 
with her converfation ; her breat^ is fweete^ tbam ambro- 
fia» or the vapour of eaftern iricenfe $ her thoughts are fla¬ 
grant as %e aromatic exh^stit^^of i|prdi|8, onyx, and 
ftaSie ; all words are too filort to exprcfalier pi^ifes, nei¬ 
ther is there any ftyle or language that can deferihe her in- 
9 Qmpaiahle worth ;*’ therefore, with, reverence I defilh 
from faying any more 9 t this time on fo fubttnufcii}. Tub- 
Je£i, left* while I am prolonging the panegf^rip^of wifdpm, 
1 proclaim my own fbUy to ft fage who is fai^iar vtntli 
her, and beft knows her chaiadker. • 

In the mean tim^, vouchfafe to accept of thefe lines ni; 
a* teftiraony |pf the profound veneration I have for thee, 
who art known through all A*fric and other parts i £ the 
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wofld to be oiit of thtf iirft amoi|g favour¬ 
ites. * * ' 

m 

Adtcu»*great 4amp of Mauritania,* and belieifO that 
MabiAit is no flatterer^ 

Paris, i^ih of fho jd Moon, o/the Tear i6j6 

1 

■ I .' . ■■I I - . . i,i..,i ..^1 ■■ , 11 I 1 .. — 

. .. . I Diiiip^^ii III il l l i H iti I i i—^ 

* ' 

V.—Tip the Captain Ba^ss^. 

*Ir I write oftctt\o the banhs of tlM^land, I d6>notfbf^ 
got the jduty l>CMve to him of the &a | only that el^nli^ 
ohas ni>t been ;ftage of fo irSny remarkable aStions as 
othci ; there tnre na forts, caftleo, or ftrong ^cities 
bimt vpon the waves; fo fettled camps, or fof^l fitj^es, 
unldfb it be ufyoD the froaen feae withta or near the Ai^ 
tic circle,.and there they only imitate the trade of war 
Co ^rtetcife tbeiria^tli. . ^ ^ 

However, or ^ parts of the oceap tbere are By- 
ing catnpaigna, ,^ttles< en paiTant j and this year {las a& 
forded fome matine^nganme^ts b^wecit the Trench, 
Hollanders, land ^Spadiavdv oot altogether unworthy of' 
thy knowledge.' 

]Oii the 6th of the jit -iiifniioB, there happened a naval * 
!6ght between Q^ne» lieiiteiiant>§enerat of 

the Frendr ilL^s, and D^Ruiter, vice-admiral of the 
Dutch, whei^ the latter fuiCcred. coniiderable damage V 
but.fer gtieatcji^ was their lols^on^ij^^d^of the fourth 
mo^falUhfingt when the fiuttous dc Ihpitier was* killec|, 
amfmrcatil ^ the Dp|ah (hips £Qnlt,h4sahvt, and^ken. 
Yet that Which mi&es the^ greateft noife, was a battle 
fought on the ad of this|«tfe»t 4 noon, between the 
r^fchal de Vivonne, commanded lof dhe French Beet on thb 
coaft of Sicily, and the united navad of Spain and 
Holl8^l> 

C5 







•30 I ETtEfti BY Vol. VUl* 

B p'iHiciilar account of tlus combat, and becaufe 
1 know thou 4(‘k’ghtcil in rel^^ions of this nature, 1 will 
acquaint thee in* fhoit, how they fiift encountered each 
other, and whatWtheda the FreiMh ufed to gain 4r glori¬ 
ous vii&ory cwer*two fleets ntuch more numerous in ibips 
thAfl their own, • 

it was not far from the old dkngercus Arait between 

t* • ^ ^ 

ChavyheUs and Scyllo, nrhere the Duke de Vironne de- 
feried the hoilile navies making toward the pUce where 
^ lay with hji> fli(f t At anchor : The i^arm was qiuckly 
given, ^nd all hands to the cable ^ As foon as* they had 
wxi^^ed, they made all the fail \hey could tovvaids th^ 
«nemy r The Spaniards and Hollander had ieyen-an^ 
twenty flnps of war, nnieteen galleys, and four iirc-fhi^ $ 
tine French had bqt nineteen ihips of war,,.feTen galleys, 
and five fu‘ekftups4 Thefe got the win^ o£ thcfr enemies, 
and attacked them fo fiercely, that* th^^dcovc fevi^ra^ 

* their oapital vefiels on tltofe dangerchl/rodes ihd fande, 
where they were loft $ and they btultt ihhteen snore of 
then beft fliip^, among which wer^the admusl of Spain, 

* and the vicc-cidmirkl of HolIiSd. 

I ceafe to fay more of this remarkfhle fight, fave that 

* it is efteemed ohly feegmd to the famous battle ^of Xucpan* 
>to, 

. PfiBce of the faa^ I wiftt thee^equariaccdiF'NVhcnevtr 
thou fighteft agamft the memies of God atid bis pro¬ 
phet. 

Paris, t4th of the iSth Moon,, of the Year t%y 6 . 



A* SPTtAT PARIS* 


Book 11 



VI.—— of ^gest the M^^Hdus Erenutet thi Gfeat 
* *yLcnihfiivihj> of Mount Xfriel in Atahia, 

f • ij • 

7 HERE 18 no mafi in this mortal life .who has not chan¬ 
ged his opinidns one time or other; dlid whether it be 
an argument of wifclfim folly, knowledge or ignorance^ 
to be thus mutable in oar thodghts, We £ndafcw tenaci¬ 
ous in th^ir old age of the notions they enteftmned in 
their youth* * 

* Wo havevfome natuial and pnoleptic. ^eas bor^ with 
tis, Qtheis impofed upon us by oar paixnts, nurfes^ anid 
tiitors ; oUr ihfant fancies arciteuder, flexible, and recep- 

t ' c <of Rny imprdffions,^ like gold that yieida to every 
mp and coin of niiv favoreign. So in thp jnint*of 
human convel'fationV our tlioughts are moulded and formed 
by each iprcvdiling'genius that keeps us company $ nay^a 
^ew^bobk tbatwe/iiaveanipclinatioii for, fttalbquite obli¬ 
terate'all tliat)mfoiic was curi^iit reafon with UB,‘and 
transform ourfacthaea into another flgure ; fo>|ifue it is 
that mankind delighta in novclt^y. 

Wlicthir it an effeft of ^this genesal weaktiefs iir 
humaa nature, or of my own particular inconlLincy, or, 
in fTne,''of more corre^ a«d fnatmitr coniidemtion, I will 
not determine t |j §,I am of, that I cannot think 
■ now of fipfcfitt things as^lThave done formerly, without 
offering m&i violence to my prefent reafon. 1 am at apt 
now to mfpecSi myftlf of dotage* jt* thefe years as other 
rwi mgltnefl to flattet thpfnfdves into a conceit of 
tlf&irown wifc!bm,atid to boafl of it to others at the fame 
age ; however, it appears'evident to me, that every man^s 
experience perfedts his 'fpeculaitons ; and he who traffics 
vn the mart of phUofophy* on the flock of his own dif^ 
covezies/ is in a fairer way to improve hrmfelf than a mao 

C6 
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that trades altogetber on the ^cTlniit of other menN con¬ 
ceit ions* 

The latter i« but wifdom'b fadior, or he may be called 
a broker in thfe lelencesy or a banker o*f «oihcr men's ima* 
ginations ; he fifquents the common exchange, or burfe, 
of learning ^ reads the books of^the ancients; conveclGes 
with the #rt:s and moliaicornplifhed fpirits of the prt- 
ient age"^ ’^yet after all, be has but a retail pmfic; nor 
ihali h*c ever have Wtter, (b long af> ht darei* not venture 
fomething of Ids own 

Wherea< the former a mch fubftantial mei chant denl< 


iug on his own b<^>ttom j he ventdaes on the wide .ocean 
tsf the will Id’s pceviih ceuforious humour ; Yuiif the hg^ 
sard of (kiptrreck, and coffahs; wiifds and flomiv 
of human mSice do not fright him,' hor alt the rocks of 
fupcrrtitioii,^cftablirtied b^,the*law* of natiohs ; no fandi 
or (helves, ot*i^ny imc1«.i.mining {Private i^tre(l,jfan baullt 
his cotirag**, vvhild he has the gales of ^Uth arid tide of 
primitivi^ reafon on his tide 5 for then he koowtf the com¬ 
mon fortune will be hij dflot, and ftcer him fafe through 
all- - ^ ^ 

Fiom what I have faitl, tbou'Wilt expedt forae new re¬ 


fined thelts to diop fvKn my fome vety^folid dogma 
to be brogiched, after f^ich a p^dud^ but I fell 

thte plainly I haidly know ’what I am tcP^fftte next, 
il^vcf only that I have futhe genitial notions di^rent 
what hhad befoie* Vqmrerniug the cternify of the worhi. 

it was formerly my opinian, and 1 pafleckitta Ufvm all 
tny fritnds, that ndt only the matter o¥ the world is 
tHreilaftmg, but its prefent fb^m alfo; but now 1 beheve 
the couthiry, On more rational ‘gt^nds. It is not fo 
perfcA as I efteemed it; ereilf^ year of ujy lilp convhicei 
ttie of its decaying ^ate ; it maaifeftly droops and crum¬ 


bles away$ therefore, by proportion of argument we 
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ought IX) conclude, ** It^ is ^coiruptibki'in 'ka 6Hl prid- 
ciples, and confequently }iad a beginning, and (ball have 
ati cnd.**^ » * 

>I^do not belik^/e it (hall be annihilated or/educed to 
nothing;, nature abhors that thought*;,but it ihaU be* 
j.htnged, nactainoipholcd, and tnint»£rmed. Una dhi 
dakit egttiot Pno day (hall confign it ip ruin, as Lucrettua* 
fdys; and the fame (hall gi]|l it a brighter form than ever 
itkhad, when the eatth iliall become pure eryllal, and the 
ilar^ihall outlhine the fun, ^and the fun himfelf (hall be 
diifolved inLa his fetemal principles of lights The phi\u- 
(bphers who have fpoke •&£ the lad day, agree that the 
^orW (ballh^ calcined by fire* efpc’cuUyitUofc of the Eaft 
wad South ; fipr they pofiti^ely (Uflert, That wheq the- 
meddure of tlie uniuerfc; (liaH be e&liauded and fpent, 
»the cleiqentSiffkl pour, forth flakes, fays Hermes Trif- 
megifCjiB j a t|cafury>of fite, i^ys 3pphoclca'* ; and Ovid 
afferts that the fiiaafhuU dried up, and all the l^rma^ 
ment (hall vappear like a fuipnace ; heaven and eartl! (hall 
^be mingled pctl-meli together; the Greeks Cay, the woild 
(hall boil up and feum off. its impurities, with a 

node like tlud of a temped or a whirlwfiid ; tlif Italians 
e&preis^it othd^wifoi bf ^he^foupd a clpck makes juit be* 
fore it.&i^s the houjr^r for it moveain an even and re¬ 
gular (MK/ aucTfias a fteady pul(ie then *; but when 
^the lad minute is expired^' tlic ^wheels.ra(h all together 
with a%uder nolfc ; fi) (liall tl|c*orbs above, and thefe 
inlkrk>r ^ementb*. when their courfe is done, brrak all 
^bek hanuio'hy, and viyth confufed ccgipVs dif- 

gorg<; their olTenees intp the. lap of their' eternal chaos, 
there to be renewed and ^cl^nged agaio iuto (hr nqbler 
forms, although ,th^original fubdahcc dill remains the 
fame; for { believe the fird matter \u be unchangeable 


f ^ 


* dfiravjb. Scribuur in fat(8,.£cc. 
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Bfid eteiml, vt ali6ut beginning or end. But tlftrc fau\e 
pdlTed many millions of ages^ inr the produf^ioa of fuch 
an infinite variety of forms; perhaps tlie grounds of aftrd- 
logy are tru^ and that there were of certmo p^iods 
* of time a0ixedf ifieft for the pvodud of the heavenly figna 
and iieonftellaUQnfiy then < for the planetSy and afterwftids 
.* for the nativity of all the other beings bdpw th^ moon. 
But Mofes, the lawgiver iAd chief philofoph^r of the 
Jewa» is of a contrary judging f for he fays^ the v^^ge- 
tahlcbjiad exiileuce before t^e ftajs: And fo on^does 
hStrknow what to thiok among themmll. « Foi ought 1 
know» any man's rcaion migIH he received with as much 


applaufe as tHht of Mofea^ who» fhould ** Thi^ 

th(^e ace certain horfe^ formed of the piut.it light» 
loping up and down'the* iaEui^c expicufe Cpr an mdeter< 
minatt icncs of ages, tlfe of \vhofe fifiet fit It rallied 
the eltinents put of nothings afid then hoofb ltdk* 
iug againil the original ilinta of nature^ the fparka 


wliidli fliall fet the woild a-i^re^at, lifit*" ^nd Qod 
knows owhether the late conflagration at the iy[iperial city 
was not owing to a fcratch df> one of tliofcliorfcs naHs, 
though ^they are pleafed to lay ii^ on the and ky^ 

filbafchi. D 

By nay foul, I believe all thin^ proceed frgffl eternd 
chance. All that w e admire & mu^ in*^lbjilvrld, is a 


mere higgledy-piggledy of things which may bh, or may* 
not bjc, only they aro; apdilo wc muft not quahrl with 
any thing that has exfftence. ■We behold the moon, 


and ftar|g)ver*our‘' heads ; they, give us tliuihafaccediv^ 
l^ht by night and day; we tvaitiple njpon the earth vu> 
der our*feet, and fail on the o^iiea^ilo •which we qin 
give no gieat trail j- at tbel^ame ein^e, we know sot the 


natures of thefe diSSerent beings; the.«ihn may be but an 
eternal carbtin6lc> fpr ought wc know, and tie ntqpn bm 
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a crcfted /appliire, the reft of tli^e placets but tlie re-^ 
fradlions of thefe bright elTenceaf and»]l the fixed 
but fo many fpUnttrs of the ^eternal torch which lights 
the world; and hfter -all the reft^ this eSrth whereon 
we tread may be but a wort or mo^, a little filly'esdrtf* * 
tence Or fuperfitirous tumor^df the eltm^nts, if^ndt a 
gangrene in.nature. * . » 

Oh MoHammed I I have''fard too much taa than of 
thy ab£tru£e fpeculations^^but thou wih pardon one tbaU 
w ith faith and iinceiity. 

Let me put in one wcord more w tth thee> Oh, ^liCf of 
the folitaries * princ£ of the fyltans ! glory of Arabia^r 
^hbu hidde»one of the Eafh! thou phdMix df aH g^tie< 
AtionS 1 Nobody was born for himfeli; ttobody is wriYc 
at all tim^ ;.,anJ tbi$ is a particular feafon wheiein tHc 
Grand %g/noL’8 fervice requires fne to be, as it weie, a 
foohfhiy^eriyt Therefore, begging thy paidon 
and prayer!^ «4Did thee adieu* ' 

PariSt i^th of the 8fch Moon,”of the Yeat t6y9i. 


VIl.—Pfi^TEti HA*ti, hii Brother^ Mafler of the 
CufloB^p and Supermtendant of tjjje Arfencd at Conjlan* 



It will do* thee tib hurt to carry the following newe to 
Hame^Eeas Effehdi: h infrfenphatMi the ppfl's time and 
’ my ow'n jjcalth,^ St being very latcf in the night, on pur- 
<<po{e that^ihcdmindleie^f the Polibc daay havu ea^eft 
accounf of the talking of Philtplbur^i from the ^lench, 
by the confederate pruicea updates. 

* ^'his IS a itbwn of great importance, and.^ very fkrong: 
The Spaniards became mafters of it* in the year 
tliroueh thd tteachery of the eorernor; ne^ftTcar follow* 
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Sweden£Mrt|it agait) in,^he ]^jr|»icU kiqg’s Jiiaiwls, 
b^t,*Jift|t iwouajidi, n<)iij^ag #ble repair its fortiilca- 
by rcafqn yc^f wipt.er^ it was furprifed by the 
^ ^mppriaUAs 9^ i^35» »« ^hofe 

* hands it remained tiU the year 1644, when in abp*9th 
‘moon itrwasif^en by Ouke Engden, now PrmpQ oi 
Condpf, ^fter he rgpted the Duke of Bavaria gt Fvibourg. 
The French have had it in poOtilion ever fince that timp, 
•til^aboyt four day^ ago it yvasHdCur^ejideicd* upop cotridip 
. tioiil,*, ta the JmperiaJiils, who |\a4 blocked it pp al^yc.s 
yeaf^ and formally bpgpged it fo^r^mocAis. , 

It a lofs livhicU this 4|ourt refenvvitb 90 finiU grief, 
Philipibargh ilJRng a town of more v^h^p than twenty 
others^in thofe parts. ♦Th.e French hav|, taken Condf, 
Boiv:hain, and Aire, bat they do not thiejp thefe an e- 
quivalpnt reprifal, neitlier ^n this campaign laft long 
enough to give tinman oJ|)Qjctunity-^ 9 f J[e«king ’‘ 41 ?^ 
fi|tiqfa^on,> . ji 

Brother, f mufl conclude abruptly, becapfe the poft 
tarries* €lod have thPe-m his kcepipg, and prefeive thee 
fronv the fnares and nfalicipus dkibUl^des of devils, who 
arc let loofe* fiom their infern^ >den6 to vad^e above 
ground from this hour^te crowing o£ the s^cks. 

Parlli, ssth ol th« 9th IVTotte, of 
« 

r’r - 

VIIl.-To SbPHA+j AffiicROlrflL, Vanni, Effendi^ 

to the Sv^tan ,' 

five years 1^0 1 fent Jthee a diipatch, ^contain¬ 
ing 'qp account bf the kindiyreception thy dee^ines fotyid 
in Europe,.'atld of the fwift progrefa tli^y made in con¬ 
verting the hcMiiefter fort of Nazerenes; 1 aUo acquainted 
thee with the^oppo^kioB that was xnad« af?ainft the writ- 






in^ of ^rarrlcis MaleveHa, by the JefnfitI' fin4 ISomini- 
can^^; now I fhall inform thee faitlu^ of the,prodigious 
advanced this Ckcred {nfHtution df IftiS made M Italy, 
France,* and Spattf, with Germany, and othe/regipna'in 
the Weft.' 

There is an emiheat xpan ih Rome, whom^ they'call 
Father Fetrucci, a perfon of great leaning and confpica'' 
ous knowledge ; hieiipiety indeed has bet^n by him mdufi 
trieuily concealed, as'mtich as lay in hts p(^‘er, but yet 
reclnfe good^works took air, and ^ men of'in-' 
tegrity conceive'a veneration for him. He having rnd 
tlie works of htaleveUa, gr^w lAmoured g( fo tdUime a 
of Tjimtttifi rules, ai^Vrote to all hSs hieoda, by 
wSiy of recommendafion of the author and his fuBjeft ;4 
thofe letters afterwards were put in print, and it tS not to 
be expr^ed whhl powerful 'ihiluence they had on all im* 
s^He pkiblilh^fllfo many learned treatifes, 
in the defence and praifeDf a contemplative, life; and the 
reputariOh of this refined theology daily inmeafed, and 
fpread abroad in every corner of the'Chriflian world. 

Among thf reft of Icafti^d profelytes, a certain Spa- 
niih prieft, and do^tdr of 'tke Chriftian laW, whom they 
call Michael de Mol^O, appeared upoh tlie ftage ; *and 
in the year i6jg ji^Uhed .a comprehenilvo tre^tife of 
myftical^'^llgion. The book was approved and liccnfed 
by the ^rchblfhop of Rheggior, ■% the general of the 
Francifeans, an officer of lu^^fftition, nnd by Martih 
*de £rparfa)i.aTi eminent jefuit belonging to the fame cojsrt, 
‘ilfid pjofeflbf’of theology a^ Rome. The prefe had no 
fooner delivered this myft^Ious treatUe to the world, but 
every body catched itnup; ib' timt the firft editmn being 
'foofl difpetffid in Romei'Feitnra,'Naples, and c^ber cities 
of Italy, it was neceflary to ftart a ne\v impeifioh of fo 
acceptatle a thing, that the remaining piovinces,^'ftates, 
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and pincipali^fes, might not \\ ant their (hare of fo divine 
a copy; that Spain might be reformed by one of be/'own 
natives; and gencross France, forgetting her averfionv, 
might not difdaln the fage inftru^Jtions of a hated Spa¬ 
niard. In a word, Moline's book is had fecond ve¬ 
neration jvilh the gofptl 1 ^ his friendfifip is coveted by the 
greateii men in dflome, cfpecially the fccular clergy are 
ambitious to cqniirm the honours, d^nities, and belieiices 
they already pofftfs in the ■church,’by gaining the favour 
of his acquaintance; they coafult Wm as an oracle ip 
ty problems of divinity; and many cardinals court his cor- 
rcipopdeuce, not valqil^ their tank in the red lift Of fco 
deiiaftkal princes, unlefs they are alfo enrolled in thphap<l • 
py number of Molino's friends; fueft are Carpegna, aIo» 
lini, CalTanta, Odcfcalchi, and the French Cardinal d* 
Eitrees. 

This laft is £imou8 for Im learning ahd/ccompliiinn«Evts^* 
being educated in the Sorbonnfc, and a familiar of Mon* 
ficur De Latinay, 'a great reformer of errors in the doc¬ 
trine and difcipb'ne of the Roman church. Being thus* 
predifpofed to favour any one .vylio would, expofe himfelf 
to ftem the torrent of corruptions, the tide of y lin and 
fuperftitious pradliccs <ndvancing^daily higher and higher, 
and threatening to overflow tlie qj folid piety, fin- 
cere devotion, and all moral wirtue, the geneVoIrt caidin;;! 
appeared the puhh’c plf^ron of Molino, and^ in pri^vate they 
had many confeitn^'cs^,*- The Spaniard laid afide his na- 
tisip jcaloufy of foriigners, and the Ei*cn)bhmfHi mortified 
hia pique againft th 4 t nati<^ ; they both cdhvcrfjfd wilb 
opennefs of heart, and unrelecTcd freedom^ ^ 

The cardinal alfo, after this, brought him acquainted ^ 
with fevfral eminent men in France, ^between whom^and* 
Moliuo was held' a Arid intelligence. * The new pope, 
vNho \flas before called Cardinal Odcfcalchi, has g!vcn him 
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an sij>artinent> in his x)wn palace^ 9n<l dcme him many 
other honours f iira word, he is grown fo confiderablci 
. that the greaieft part of the Nazarpnes look upon him as 
a prophet feiit Jrom* God* ^ • 

I take complacency to fee Mahometanifm thus maf- 

_ m 

(jHeiade it in the heart of Chriftendom, and the moll re* 
fined draught of our religion copie.d in the lives and prac¬ 
tices of the molt excellent %moAg the^Kazarencs. It is 
a fair (ign, methinksy ihft by degrees they wiU inquiie a 
I%t|^);ther, and with more bttmiiity, hit 9 our facred 
laW) that, they will not (tumble at circumcilion, waOiing^ 
and other purifications and ocrenl^nies appointed ^by the 

• prophet) fince they arc all performed in honour of the 
Eternal Unity, and not to images or pi^ures. Howerer, 
at load, fuch pious and contemplative men as thefe, will, 
by a ncc^a ’7 confequence, raife up a fecret faction for 

«4i[^Maisd^)alify the bitter zeal %nd fpite which Chrifiiaps 
geueyally b^r agauilt the true believ«.r8 ; for the foUow^i 
CCS of ^(alevella, PetHicoi) and Molino, are alrPa*dy brand* 

• cd^'^and diitinguilhed from* the red of the Na^arenes by 
the odious name Qf#heFeu<^^> which is next door to \he 
more opprobrious title m infidels, the beft^ and kindefl 
epitheC they can afford the faithfulmnifrulmans. 

To fum up all jp brief, they rec^n an hundred thou* 
fand of tiffs View fc^ in It31y, as many'* more in France 
and Spaiii^ and not much fewer in Sermaoy, befidcs Po* 
land, Hungary, and other regions^ fo that if an |rmy 
of mulfulmaus Iffould appear’on the Italian (hores w itlf 
‘"Vtini Edendf^t the head of*tlflcm, and a declaiation 
fiiould be fpread about, cor^ainiog *that you aim at *uo« 
thing but to propagate fhqR'truth, and to proteS the in¬ 
jured molinidfl or qu^tids (for fo they nickname this con* 
tcmnlativc fcdlTi they would all rife ftv to the Ma- 
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hometan ilandaid, aa formerly the malcontents of Italy 
' did to the afylum of • Romulus. God^a wHl be done. 

* Farit, ad of the latli Moota, of the Vear 1676. 


IX.—To JMlIrmadolin, Santone oj the Valf of Sldon. 

I^lesbco are they who honour the jfirtues of holy men, 
and Arive to imitate their exam^es. The itiBdcls count 
therntmad whom the great lord of all things has 
with his love, which is the i^irit or breath of the Omni- 
potenC, giving life to all thlogfi j their fouls are (hatched 
away in facred ecftacies; they are* carried to the bright 
(hining worlds^ borne up 6n the wings of a wind Horn 
paradife; they behold marvellous things* and the wonders 
of t|ie Ocy s wafted from Aar to Aar, they.aye ravKhed 
with the fight of fo many radiant fplendours, 
tranfports of divine.pleafure* when they c^nfider the beau¬ 
tiful economy of the univerfe. • * . 1 , t 

O Ariel 1 pliiel of the choirs above, who fettcA the* 
tunes of the fpheres, and art ^n^ter of the eternal mufic } 
who taught^A Sultan Pavid to play on the harp, and 
and learnedA him the &nga pf paradife; fend dowh fume 
i|^ared meflenger, fome purpled ^oA jfrom Eden, to in- 
fpirc my foul wAh rliviiie harmonies, wliiilf"^ celebrate 
the praifes of Alla, the ^firA and the laA, whofe gbry It 
‘expanded th'-o’ gh th^*infinite art>yrsp and enlightens end- 
Icfs fp decs. The whple univerfe is full M hia ufajcAy, but 
the place of his retirement ia above lire KtSveii of fiei* 
vens: tWe he; keeps his^ coujJ* guarded by f^enty times 
feven millions of augcU, who,al«?ays Aand on their watch 
to prevent the invafions o( the prince of dark.! 

nefs, the ropt aid fi>urce of all evil. 

God came |r(j^ heaven in the day§ of Mofeii with an 
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army, not 1# be numbered ; Michael Wae his ftandard- 
beaicr, whofc chariot vwas a carbuncle of paraHife ; they 
.mapched tliiough the mHky way, and i:aade their defeent 
on the rock of the Defalt Siuai; the artillery .of the %e. 
ledial hoft was thunder and lightning ; they were cncom- 
paHld with thick cloudb of fmokc; the world was af- 
flighted at fftc dicadful noife, and Orofmades durlt nqt 
appear^to abide the^attlc, but fled into the caverns of 
\i»e ^arth with all his legions, where they are barred nip 
of judgment; they often ftrive to bieak loofe, 
which occaiions horrid earthquakes, but the chain which 
binds them is faftened to the throne of God he keeps 
the keys of thofe idferhal^prifons, and bars up all Ihe a> 
venbes of hell; there darknefa, horror, andipain have ta^ 
.ken tip their riiffidencc forever pone ^byfs fupplies ano¬ 
ther with^ternal floods of confulion and mifery ; but li- 
furface *jf thee^rth hi has'eftabliflied li^it, li- 
beny, jO}', and peace,^ to ^them that revolt not fiom his 
lovc and obedience. 

* 

God came from Arval, and^the holy one‘was feen to 
fly from the thickets of Siphair in the $ he bent his 
couifc towards thfe Red'^Sea, and pitched his*tents irt'the 
hieridian of Mecca. Ort that^^day^the kehia was turned 
towards the So^yth,^nd liie faces of the faithful, ig time 
of prayer, regarded the houfe of Abraham, the fqiiarc 
temple, at|d the place appointed by dettiny for the tomb 
of the’prophet. Then Medina Ttinabi-became bright 
and flluftrious ; the glory of Jerulalem faded, and waS 
"eclipfed at tlie*dawj|iing /ptendour of this new fan<*tuary, 
a city ennobled by the prefence of deputies froo]^ heaven, 
ev^n Gabrieh and Ifraphfel, who canle down to viAt the 
dikermined place of th® prophet’s reft. ^ ' 

They brought with them ruled and models of divine 
ardiite&urc, that the dormitory of the meflenger qf God 
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thight be majedic sUid gldn’ou*^. They difelifcd theii* er^ 
"rand to ZUphld and Al-Kepher, Wo cunning artfficcTS in 
the city, and flioj} cd them tTie ctleftitil pattern of the* fc- 
pufchre; tjiefe kept fecret the mrtUf till the time was 
accompllflifd which the angeK ehjoined them j then tlfcy 
declared themfdvcs^ and undertook the building of a fa¬ 
bric, which has’rendcjed Medina famoub th'^ughout the 
woriid. ' ’ 0 * 

Oh Medhia Telnabi! how fweet is thy name arrfong 
the muifulmansl The lOads of Afia cmd Afiic 
with the caravans of fuch a< bring picfcnts u ito thee, the 
devout pilgrims who tra\cl fmin far to kifitithd pawme’nt 
of the temple where the bonestof’our divine UWgivih* are 
repofited* * * ' 

, I faw the elephaftta and ^drdfftedarics “bf the Eift wJih 
joy bow down and coueh to the earth, whiJe (acned bur¬ 
dens tvere laid their'^backs |> the' cartels 
ljuth of Eg>pt, and thef lattU of j they petftirm- 

cd the facred pilgfimage'wUh humility and' tefignation ; 
they'fafted four, five, ton,*or fourteen davs cacji, a<i they 
were able, in token of*their devotion and tllankfilrief^, 
in that thcjVcre permitted the Honour of viftting the Ko^ 
ly region, and the ftfpulghrc bf hiln tkufght thl 
dumb^beaflB the difoip1ine>pf ^fdoi!j,xJ»rfdthe way 

£ver iince that time the animal generations have in- 
ftru6ied each otlier*^fS the precepts of the propbtt whd 
cbuld neither wiite nor read; in. their itwnte kinguige 
they perform morning and^evoning the appointed orifoll^ 
and preacu to thefr young ones by itAticulate founds the 
do^atnes of faith clear and intelhgibl^. 

Oh Mohammed ! every letter of thy myfteriou«inaiii% 
is full of benedidion and pruifo^; cnch fy liable is com¬ 
pounded of fccq^ts cot to be revealed till the eouflmuna- 
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tion of all tkiiigh} thou art a treafijjry of^'vvoiulers \i hich 
cannot be cxhauHcd or valued.. < 

I Iieaid the eaftern wind recoid thy praifcs on ct flute, 
wliilll gentle zephyrs.blew fofj:*vocal harmonics, wherein 
were often celebiated the glorious names of Mahomet 
and Hali; to thefe great Boreas joined in concert with 
his deep-lurfgcd organ, fweetened in countthfccnoi- by 
the fouthein windj^they whiflled, fung, and played in* 
pans, till all the younger funs of ‘iEolus came in to All 
tivh^^oir 5 then was the 9mfic loud an^f flurifl; it awidt- 
cned all the woods and foreiU on th^ eatih^ the cnees 
and all the vegetable race ilruqk. up in unifon with the . 
win^s, the bunls put in their cheerful notes, the flreams 
and rivcis murmured grateful airs, the fca mifed up her 
billows to the ^louds, whilft ^lal trij^ons founded high 
levcts of marine, anfwered in verfe by rumbling timbrels 
; there waa an univerfal joy and ran; ; nature 
herfdf was in a frohc/ nnd kept holiday. 

Why did the Moll High decamp fiom Arval, and the 
remove his refidence from Schajr in the Kail i 
JWhy did he caufe his armi<^ to die down in the South, 
and his pavihona to cover the regipBs of Mecca ? Doubt-. 
lefs he did all this in honour of .the law which he fent 
£rot^ heaven, arid l)irth*pUcc of his favourite, that 
all nations m‘ight kndSv ancTconfcfb, That there is but 
one Godi^and Mahpmet hit apoille^” The bealls of the 
earth acHfiowledge this, thC'fowhTgSlfo of the air, and 
the dlh <>i the fea $ tlie dementst^nd inanimate beings 
kJbC fenfible of^a joy w^ich. they empmot exprefs, and the 
imiverfe is aU diflol^ed ii) rapture, whilJi it lies ftretebed 
out at large, unfolded int^ endlcfs Ikiits, arid relltf^ for * 
ever on the all^opping Unity* ; 

MlrmadoUBsv^ univene, and thei-efdre 

cannot bat be toUclied with a reitfo of the blifs which at 
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certain festfnns tranfports the whole. Thou who art al- 
‘ ways in a divine ecftacy, wilt not ponder at the en- 
thunaTms of thy Dave Mahmut, who covets nothing 
niore ambitioully than to ihiitate ihyi Mamelels life. 

Tare well,'In God'j for we cannot be out of him, fo 
long as we afe in ourfelves. 

Paris, 17th of* *the «d Moon, of die Year XJ77. 

# 


^ Xf-*—To Kaimacham. 

, * 

7 hs French are refolved to make bold e^rta ^is cant» 
paign, to repair (be lofs of PhlUpibargh, whic^ was 
tAken from them lall yesr ; the king is impatient of Any 
check given to thc^^rogre^of Ins armsy^i^d fpares ne{« 
ther^men nor money to keep up the repntation.and fade 
of a conqi^ror and if this charaficr (groyrn fanfdbiv*^ 
to him, as it weie, by pt^feyiptionj after a long and al- 
mod uniutexYupted feries iX vi^ones), happen at any 
time to be lefTened by fume uAfucqEfsful attempt' upha 
the enemy, he cannot be at reft till he has recovered It 

• again by fuch"renowned exploits as may be anfwcrable* to 
the grpatnefs of his fobl, and j:hc formidable piiiftano^ of 
liiii fword, known to all 'Europs* , - • * 

He has many aiyi great armies in pay^and whether 
it be an eiFe 6 l; ef his fortune or his judgment, it is ob- 
fCrvcd that he is alwaiy^ bleffed with the ablel^ generals 
in Chrlftendom. . . 

The firft thing he enterprifed was the defc of Valen¬ 
ciennes, a city feated on the .Jirontiers of the Spanilb 
Netherlands, a very impoffRot place, and confideraWe 
for its commtice, inliabited by a ftout warlike peol 
pie, and of \ciy difficult accefs, by ritaifm of a certain 
river, with whofc waters they can at pleafurc drown ail 
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the country round about. It was invcfled by the Duke 
of Luxemburgh on the 28th of the 2d moon, and form¬ 
ally befieged on the 4th of the 3d; on the 17th there 
was a general aflaii^t given, and the French entered the 
town, which fo terrified the inhabitants, that they threw 
themfelvts upon the king’s mercy j he' accepted their 
fubmiffions, and fo put a flop to the common violence in 
fuch cafes. 

Another time this had been enough to crowned a 
campaign, and fatisfied the ambition of the French 
generals, but now the remembrance of laft ycaf’s lofs and 
difgracc fpurs them on to new revenges; and to convince 
the world that this monarch is not ealily to be daunted, 
but that he is jealous of his gloiy, he has, fince the tak¬ 
ing of Valenciennes, befieged two firong cities, Cambray 
and St. Omers. 

■•''wXhtf farmer of thefe is efteemed one of tire ftrongefi. 
places tn.all Flanders ; it is fituated on the river Ffcaut, 
and was the ancient patrimony of the French crow n ever 
finqe the reign of Clodioi^ II. King of France, who 
made himfeif mafter of it in the year 445 of the Chrifti-* 
ans hegim ; af|crward8 it fell to the fiiarc of Charles the 
Bald in the yrai*843, and,in the year 870 it became the 
occafiun of a \v,ir b^^^w’ceif jjie Kings of France, the Em- 
peroi's and the Counts of Flandcis, in v\hKh conteft one 
of the ^rldwins got it, and left it to his fon; but 
Charles V. ovcn'cached him, and iRy means of the bi- 

fliop’b cont_fpond«.MCC took pofiLffon of the place j he 
j)ut a lliong g.irrifdn in it, and built a citadel, wliich 
rendered the town ahroft. ilnptcgnable. In piocefs of 
time it fell into the hands of the Duke of Alanlou, bro¬ 
ther to Henry III., when he was made Count of Flan¬ 
ders, in the year 1582 } but in the year 1595 the Spani¬ 
ards took it, and have held it ever finer, rill the 6th of 
AW. / IlL • u 
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the ^th moon of thi6 prcfcnt year, when the gates were 
fet open to kt iti the French troops, and on the 17th the 
citadel was furrendered upon articles. 

A", for St. Orners, it is a great city^and well fortified, 
having on one fide the river Aa, with its marfhes, and 
on the other being defended by a caftle, flanked with 
good ballions, and cncompaffed with an extreme broad 
and deep Jhch. Abont the beginning of this moon it 
was invcflcd by the French Jcing^s forces, and within 
thi*ce or four d lyr it was formally beflcged, but not 
cd wilhout'a blooih con’hat, fonght brlween the French 
and the Prince of (iran'‘>c, who came a confiderablc 
army, defigning to throw ficcours Into the place., 1 
will not trouhk th^c I'y reriting all the particulars of the 
fight ; only be iifTi'.'id, that {he French got the victory, 
put the others to flight, remained mafters of the field, 
took thirteen pieces of cannon, frventeen ftandards*’''SihthC 
enemy’s baggage, and almoft three thonfand prife^ers. 

The ftage of this great adlion was a place called Mont 
CafTcl, not far Jrom 5 't. Om<jr8 ; a fpot of ground ob- 
ferved to have oikt bcfi're been propitious to the French 
arm), when Philip of.Vnloi. fought there,with the Sp*- 
niarih, and gave tliem an entire defeat, fdc was reckon¬ 
ed the voliaalcfl p.irrcc of that dgc. 

The inhaliltants of St. Omers, hearing of the defeat 
that was given to thf Prince of Orange, were ii* fo great 
,a couflernatioM, tliat 111 a few days they voluntarily fur- 
rendered to the French king. 

Illuflrious kairnacham, this piiiffant monarch takes 
filch wife methods, as thou wilt fay cannot fail in the 
ordinal y couvfe of war to bring him fuccefs ; he is an 
excellent paymaftcr, and never gives occafion for his fol- 
diers to repine or murmur for want of their dally allow¬ 
ance, nor puts them upoh impHtient expeftr.tions of thef- 
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arrears; on the contrary, he is very munificent and li¬ 
beral to all men of merit; and the mcanefi: folJier who 
fignalifes himfelf by any notable exploit or ailion of 
"bravery, is fiirc tci be diilinguiflied from the reft by fomc 
royal reward in m\ney, if he be not advanced to the 
dignity of a commander, and fometimes they are honour-' 
ed with both. This conduct makes his men fight like 
lions, each being ejjuilous of his fellows, and all freely 
hazarding their lives to gain their mafter’s^ftccin, couni- 
'Atg that the moft glorious poft which is moft expofed to 
danger. 

He is feverc to ihofe provinces and towns yvhich refufe 
to fubmit to his arms, and full of clemency to fuch as 
w'illingly embiacc his government. 

In a word, his donatives and largefies to his own, his 
Gondefeenfions, and the immunities he gives to others, 
-'togetiier with the exaAnefs of his juflice to all, to ^faci- 
*]ilate the progrefs of his arms, incnjifc liis coiiqiicftb, 
and render him the gieatcft prince iu the weilcrn parts. 

f 

Sage minillcr, I kifa the hem of thy veil, and with 
humble obeiianc^ retire from thy pjcftnce.* . 

Pari^, of tfic 4th Moon, of the Year 1677. 


.. t ..---T- 

XT. —To Hamet, Rt IS Effendi, Principal bnretary 
. of the Ottoman 

The love of women is natural to oilr fex, and tlicrc i.- 
no man who at one-time or otl^r has not RK tfic 
warmths of this amorous ptfffion ; but it is fliaugc to ob- 
ferve after what a different, manner th's flame dlfv.ov«.ri^ 
Uftlf in people of various nations, agei., qualities, for¬ 
tunes, and conftitutions ; young men are lafcMo’r. and 
ardent in their love ; old men arc ridiculous aud : 
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the poor man ftudics Lo pleafe his miftrefs by abjeft fub- 
mlflions and humble obfequioufnefs; the rich ftrives to 
win her by munificent gift% and prefents ; the vulgar 
make their court by feafting the coy d^fel, and regaling 
her with junkets and wine ; the nobVentertain her with 
plays, mafquerades, ballets^ and other pompous diver* 
tifemenfrs. 

The ingenious Italian ftts upon jiis miftrefs with a 
kind of poliihed wantonnefs', not making ropiantic, 
whining addrefles, but with a refined impudence, his 
eyes, his hands, l>is tongue, and all his a6^ons foon 
make her fenfible where his pain lifcs; he celebrates her 
praifes in verfe, and hires mufic to ferenade her; finally, 
lie never leaves till lie gains'her, dr revenges himfelf on 
his rival, by fending him out of the world, and on lier, 
by turning all his compliments into curfes and ilandcrs; 
but if he gets her, he fhuts her up for ever, and thakee - 
her chamber her prifon. * 

The headftrong Spaniard, burning with defire, and 
impatient of delay, ftung with reftlefs concopifeenoe, be¬ 
haves bitn{elf like a madman ; he ftantps, ftares, and 
ra^es, walks furioufly backward and fovward, rolls his 
eyes after a hideous mahner ; he ftarts, ftands ftill^Mays 
his hand upon his fword, looks aip to Heaven, invokes 
the faints, talks to hfnifelf,' ttweateiis the difiolution of 
all things, if he be baulked gf his love ; in thi^,huinour 
he runs to his mtftref^ falls at her feet, malies' doleful 
arid paffioniitc complaints, throws himfelf upon her mer¬ 
cy, adores her,- and does aVl things which are proper for 
a defpemte lover { ■‘if' by theft means he enjoys her, he 
foon'grows Vealy of her, and'cither kills her, or profli- 
tutCR her fecretly for gold ; but if he cannot obtain her," 
then he macerates and tomientB hithfelf, and is* refolved 
to die. 
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Different from both thefc is the wanton Frencliman, 
who courts his miftrefs after a jolly faOiion, with fongs, 
dances, muhc, and.jcfts^ he is all life and mirth when 
ip her company, *iind abounds with a thoufand forts of 
comical humours $^f he gets her, after a little time the 
hckle fpark is cloyed, and falls in love with anoiher; if 
he fail of his purpofe, he is not much cdncerned, for all 
his love was but ‘ counterfeit; > yet he makes a lliow of 
difcontent, he threatens and fputters at her for a while, 
but this tongi^e-tempeft iasfoon laid, and a new face pro¬ 
duces a'calm. * 

But the phlegmatic German is very hard to be kind¬ 
led up to this paffion, and then needs a great deal of art' 
to blow him into a dame he is cold aiid wary, thoughtr 
ful and flow, provident and dull; yet, when once touch¬ 
ed with this affedkioD, he is very liberal of lus. gifts^ 
which is the mafter-piece of his courtlhip ; if he obtains 
his.miftrefs, he foon returns to his primitive frigidity ; 
and if he be froftrated^ he is but where he was, far from 
killing hiinfelf for a peevifti female*. 

The Frenchman profeit^s more love than he has ; the 
German endeavours to hide the fervour of his paflion ; 

. the Spaniard perfuades hiinfelf that he is beloved by his 
miftrefs ; jwhilft. Italian takes the neareft courfe to 
be beloved by her in rea^tyv The .Frenchman loves a 
pleafant^witty maid, tliough- (be be deformed ; the Spa- 
piard prefers beauty to wit and ^od humour ; the Ita>- 
lian is for a.female of a timorous fpirit; whilft the Ger¬ 
man adores a virago. The Frenchma% by his wanderr 
ing loves, of a wffelhan becomes a fool, and exchanges 
his health for a thOuliiid maladies ; the German, having 
•^rofufely fpeijt al.l in amorous liberalities, at lenlfth, from 
a fool, though.late, become% a wife man the Spaniard 
'undertak’-s hcloic enterprifes to plcafe his miftrefs ; whilib 
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the Italian dcfpifee honour, and,every’thing eke, that he 
may enjoy her. ' ‘ 

Certainly the gteateft men in .the world have been fub- 
je£t to this foft paflion, and have facr^iced their reputa¬ 
tion, glory, and virtue, with ihcir ver/y reafon, to-the re- 
•gaulii of love. Kow enfnared M'as Mitl.ridates in Pon- 
4.US, by a beatftifiil woman ? Hov/ did ^anhibal &rffer 
his cotirage to be enervated with the luxuries of Capua<i 
So Hercules of old left the glorbus toils of war, and 
fuffered his'arms to ruft for ^e lake of his fele ; ^ 
UlylTcs wap captivated by Circe, Achilles by Briliris, 'imd 
Cicfat by Cleopatra; and tUoii ^knoweft -that hitr annals 
record ttrangc things'of‘the amotits of <hir glorious mo¬ 
narch s. 

There is no nation free from the {onthnents df loite, 
yct-every age and regton vary in their .condo^l'towaiKd 
wom^. Here in the Weft they are all for intriguing 
^ and gallantry ; they accitfe the mofFnlmans for having 
more wives than one, and for keeping as many oencu- 
bines as they pleafe, .whilit Bhey themMves have their 
wives alrnoft in dblmnon, and 4 ic with e^ry wench that 
comes in their way ; adultery pafTcs with them for good- 
breeding, and tornicatfon is efteemed as innocfeAt an tt>. 
tion as eating and di inking-j whereas thou j^notweft'a- 
mong the true bdisver's' theft crimes are puniftied with 
death. Promifcnoiis Copulation was forbid by Mofes, 
Jefus, and Mahoniet, and iri general by all the prophetfe; 
it is a fulFicient indulgence,'t?hht every moa'may marry 
four wives, and enjoy hs many other wonich’ afe he either 
takes captives from the' enemy indr puithafes with 
his money. But thefe infidels' bid'rather follow the 
fcnfirtients of the old heathen lawgivers,’ atfd the examples'^ 
of idolatrous nations, than obey God and his mefiengers j 
they apphiud Solon^ the great lawgiver of the Athenians,' 
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calling him a wife man, a? he was pronounced by the 
Delphic oracle, and a generous patriot, for procuring 
harlots to j|cco9ipany the youths of the city, and buiid-' 
ing a temple to Venus out of tJie money they got by. 
prolUtuting theml(^'lvt's. 

It is certain whdi'cs were mvich eifeemed in thofe days 
among the Grecians, for the tnagiftrates built them lab¬ 
ile houfee on purpofe, and fi*ec for all comers ; they alfo 
made laws to protect them from inj^urics; and fa great 
was the veneration that befotted peopir* haf for them, 
that when Berfes invaded Greece, the harlots of Corintli 
undertook to interpede for their country in the temple of 
Venus; uay, whatfoever extraordinary favour they had 
to a(k of that goddefs, it was done by the mediation of 
the } and these feems fome reafon on their fide, 

^nce Venus herfelf was tranflated to heaVen, and made 
.a goddds for bein^ the greatefi vdioce and bawd that 
'ever Jived : She firft taught the Cyprian women to pro- 
fiitute tlieir bodies for gain. 

Wlrat a work .did TVfpafia make, who filled all Greece 
'^wkh whores,^ For tl^e .lifve of her and her wenches it 
was.that Pericles begun the Peleponnefian war that laft- 
ed fo many years, and. is fo much talked of in ancient 
diifiory. There were |ilfo learned wliores; as Sappho, 
the nriftrefs of ?haon $ *Sjraipr6nia, Leaena, and Lieon- 
tium, who wrote publicly in vindicatioA of their lewd 
practice, and-inveighed againlV^arriage. "There were 
alfo noble .whores j as Rhodope, who built one of 
JB^yptian jlyramids. with. the. money given her by the 
king'Thais the Corinthian, who was fo furpafling beau¬ 
tiful, that file fcomed to lie with any but kings and 
lirinces : But Mefialina, the wife of Claudius C^ifar, ex¬ 
ceeded them all in tlie falacioufnefs*of her temper.; 1 
will not omit to mention Jean, Queen of Naples, who 
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caufed her Brft husband to. be hanged, becaiUie he could 
no}: fatisfy her luft ^ his name was Andrew, fon to 
Slizabeth Queen of Hungary: Her fecond hufbarrd, to 
repair the fault of the hrft, fo wailed his ftrength in the 
conjugal .embraces, >that in a little tintj^ he killed himfelf: 
Her,thind hu/baml< was* James, King'of Majorca, whom 
IhS beheaded for lying with anotliet woman : Her fourth 
and la.l fpoufc was Otlio Duke of Bruiifwick ; he lived 
to fee her.hanged, in the fame place where her firft huf- 
hand hady^y her -order, fuffered the fame fate. This 
was the- reven^ of CharlcB Prhfce of Dyrachium, coufin- 
german' to-A ndrew before-mentioned. -This lafcivibus 
queen would have the company of ten or twelve young . 
men, one after another, the fame night. 

Wliat ihall I fay of Semiramis, Emprefs of the Af- 
fyrians j of Pafiphac, wife to Minos King of Crete ;'or 
of an hundred oUicr royal wliores ; when it is obfervable, 
that the moil ilhii^rious heroes on earth have fprung from 
adulterous beds ? Witnels Hercules, Alexander^ Clodo- 
veus King of the Franks, Theodore the Goth, William 
the Norman, Raymir of Arr^on*, and t^any more, too 
tedious to be recited ; nay, few kings mid princes are 
bom of lawful mothers.t 

Doubtlefs the infidel nations li^e in j^rcat corruption of 
manners ; they confound and blend together •divine antk 
profane maxims, from whence rcfult mouftroiis and abo*. ^ 
minable prd^Jees, and>« general uncleannefs of life inwall 
tfiings. But the chaile followers of. Mahorpet have all 
culloms in abomination that defile the foul lmd.i^ob it»of 
its native ..purity; we obey the traditions of Ibrabmi) 
Ifmael, And the reft of the holy line, who never touched 
any wqman but their own lawful wives and' cuncubineli, 
refting contented with this indulgence of the Omnipo¬ 
tent ; we put in praftice the law brought down from 
heaven, and the precepts oj[ the prophet, which forbid 
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adulteryy fornicatiQQ, and incefttve preferre in our 
veins the pure and mipblluted blood of our fathers, and 
tranfmit the fame to our children, and the .pofterity to 
come, that the promifes made ia Ibralumi the gloi'ious 
patriarch of the may not be dihmntilled by the fins 

of his oiTspring, but 'may be vgn^d till the day whfen the 
moon (hall be cancelled in the heavens, and all the ftar 4 
be blotted out* * ■ - • ' 

Oh fage Hamet 1 we are of a facred hneage, and ih 
luftriouG pedigree; our progenkors were'^^e favourites 
of Heaven, and lords of the earth, b 5 ^ the fpecial bene^ 
diction of God ; the light of the Eternal {hides upoii 
the Ottoman houfe, and is r^eCted from thence on all 
the empire. 1 pray Heaven that we may not forfeit 
thefe privileges by our own folly, and caufe an ill report 
to be whifpered of us among the angels, faints, and pro¬ 
phets, and .throughout the precincts of paradife. • 

1 cpnhgn thee to the cuitod^ of Godi 'and thy ^lar- 
dian genius, wifhing thee aU*manner of enjoyments that 
may confili with purity and innocence. 

a 

Parifc, 7th of th^s 5th Moon, of the Year 1677. 

•a 

' - ---V . ^=--Tr^T- .= w- , T- 

Captain Bassa. 

% 

' ^ • 
l^Y'lhips newly arrived from America, advice is brought 

to tills court of a fignal defeat giwn to a fquadron of 

Dutch {hips in thofe parts, and of the caking the ifle 

Tobago by tdie French. This exploit was performed 

under the condufSi of the Cqunt d’Eitrees, an’admiral of 

rifiiig fame here in the Well* 

• 'But in my-opinion the French magnify this enterprife 
beyond its true value, for. they loft as hiany {liips and 
men as the Hollanders $ and all the gaiif they can boaft ' 
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of 13 a place whicli will more to Ucfcntl than 

it 13 really worth. . • 

I wonder this potent monarch does not rather fet out 
a fleet of fhips well manned, and provided' of all nccef. 
farica, to make fome difeoveries in th^.t vafl track of land 
called by geographers tl^ 'Southern Unknown World ; 
it runs along from caft to weft, between the tropic of 
Capricorn, and the autarkic circle, takings tip the whole 
fouthem temperate zone, or at* leatt the greateft part of 
it. There have been m^ny fabulous relutions of that 
diftant part of thiTglobe ; fome of the anciehts mentibft- 
ed it, and modern writers have uttered-' various coifijec- 
tures about it; one wilF hkve it to be the original para- 
dife of Adam and Eve J another fuj>pofe8 it to be the 
place whither the ten tribes of Tfrael* retired, that were 
carried away captives by SalmanalTar King of Affyria ; 
whfbh has occafioned fo many difputes and conarovcriics 
between difFerei;^ hiftorianl. 

Be it how it wifi, the delightful lituation of that quar¬ 
ter lias given perhaps encoaragemeiit for fiich kind of 
thoughts, which I fhoiild thhik were alfo invitatiomfuffi- 
cient to draw thither the arms of fome magnanimous 
prince, befides the puie novelty of-the defign, and the 
glory of making a defeent and ^xionqueft, where no.tiior- 
•tals of our known world had ever fet foot before. Surely 
they are not afraid that it is enchanted ground, or that 
they fhall encounter ^ army of devils at their iirft land¬ 
ing ; that they ftlall be trepanned into hidden fnares of 
magic, or be furprifed by 4 bme infernal antthuih. What 
fatal timoroufnefs, what panic fufpicion is it, that renders 
potentates of the earth thus ingloriouny prudent, and 
wretchedly cautious, to fpare their men, their ftiips and 
money, when fo noble an undertaking foems to challenge 
thttV courage, %nd awaken their utmoft.refolution t© 
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combat a few difficulties, which being once vanquiffied, 
eternal honour and renown follow ? 

What difeouragements, lets, and obllacles, did not the 
brave Columbus meet with, when he fought the affiilance^ 
uf feveral princes and Hates to fet him out to Tea, that 
he might difeover Ahc then unknown wettern ssrorld ? 
How coldly was* this grojeft entertained at^Genoa, his 
own native country, and at lall/ after long waiting, ut> 
terjy rejected ? No better reception found he in the court 
of England, though ^ nation claiming the firft rank 
among the feafaring people. What fatigues did he not 
undergo, in travelling up and dowm, by fea and land, 
from one kingdom and country to another ? Neither rett¬ 
ed he till he had accompliflied his defire, and procured 
vetfels, men, and money, from the King of Spain, ,ip 
carry on his enterprife. 

Yet he had no other ground to believe there was any 
unknown continent beyond the Atlantic Sea, fave* lus 
own conjecture, Jliartcd Jrom the obfervations he liadmadc 
on the coiufe of the fim, and the inequality of the known 
part of the earth compareal witli the vaft body of waters 
which mutt be fuppofed n^c^ifl'ary to make up an entire 
globe, if there were not fomc unknown, land extant to 
fupply their room, and prevent a vacuum In nature ; for 
he confidered, that though this unequal balancing of the 
glol^e might pafs muller in the fchool of natural pltilofo* 
phy, yet it could not anfwcr tlie tUitl ferutiny of the ma- 
thenlatics, but that there muH be an even counterpoife of 
earth and water to kerp this ball fail in its vortex, and 
regular in its circulation; fo that this great man built all 
his well-pitched and happy dcfign upon .a bare geometri-' 
cal fpeculatioD,^ whereas tlicre is evident matter of fa^l, 
the teftimony of many authentic cycpwitncffcs to prove 
tliat there is fuch a land as what I have .been fpenking 
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• *)f; a(nd all, that ever pafs the Magellanic Straits mufi 
have feen it if they were not blind. 

I couiifel thee, therefore, mighty bafla, to reprefent 
^thefe things effectually to the Grand Signior j it will be 
no djfgrace if he hearken not to thy propofals; fliow him 
the eafiiie(*s of the undertaking, if «k fmall fleet be fitted 
up, and fept by way of the Ked Sea, ^o make difeove- 
, ries toward the fouth ; let thetn be well manned and vie- 
tuallcd, provided alfo with all forts of arms and ammuiii' 
tion, in order to a defeent, with materials and itlllruments 
to.rufe a fortrtfs, if .there be occafion. It is a thoufand 
to one if the inhabitants of tliofe unkngwn regions have 
, ever found out the ufe of guns, which w’ill be a prodigi- 
OUS advantage on our fide ; the very tliunder of the 
inuffulman artillery will terrify them into obedience; they 
:will either furrender as to gods, or fly as from devils, 
leaving all the maritime coaffs to the invaders poiTeifion, 

, where colonies of true belie\ers may be foon planted and 
, eftabliihed, to the glory of God and his prophet, ‘And the 
eternal exaltation of the Ottoman empire. 

Great commander of the nsarinc, 1 defire thee to par- 
,don the liberty I take in this difeourfe, and to etleem what 
I have faid only as thf; humble fuggeftions of an honeii 
. (lave, who is zealous for his mailer’s honour, the glory 
of the Ottoman hoiifc, and the general good of mankind. 


Paris, 14th of thft-6th Moon, of the Year 1677. 


XIII.— To Dgnet Oglou. 

' \ ^ ' I * 

J[ AM convinced by long and manifold experience, that 
God and the world, and every thing, appear to man in 
what figure he pleafes; we may make our own optics, 
though the ^nerality of men take up with thofe which 
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arc prepared for them by their fathers and tutors; we 
ufe the prejudices and prepofielfioiis of education, as the 
Spaniards wear their fpeftaclcs even at dinner-time for 
fafhion fake, young and old, that they may appear grave 
and regular; wc adhere to the opinions we received in 
our infancy, with '•a partial ftiifnifs and pride, that wc 
may not feem to call in queilion the wifdom of our an- 
ceftors, .or appear wavering or inconftant ourfelvcs. So 
the Chriftian gallants fwallow down wholejjozens of ve¬ 
nomous oyfters without faying grace, only becaufc it is 
the mode, though .they will not venture on a cruft of 
wholefome bread without conjuring a blcffing on it, by 
making the fign of the crofs, and fquinting two or three 
magical glances at heaven, feebnded by hocus pocus whif- 
pers to complete the charm. 

But let thou and 1 be more rational in our principles 
and pnwftice. Tiiere is no God that will be bantered jwith 
. vain mummery, or, by mufic, be melodloufly wheedled out 
of his eternal reafon ; no incenfe can be of proof to nofc 
the fenfe-of the Omnifeient, nor the moft Elegant words 
delude him, who is perfdft in knowledge; he takes no 
delight in the pompous addrefTes of the great, nor is he 
to be mov^d by the multitude o6 folemn ceremonies; all 
,that he requires of manias a heart conform to the divine 

But jhe lawgivers and governors oi uatioTi$ obferving 
tbal there was a certain religious; fear and reverence of 
fomc divine^ power as it were planted in the natures of all 
men, and cunfidering that this miglit'be improved, with 
good management, to the. advantage and intcrell of the 
commonwealth, they invented fet fonns of diicipline, and' 
exterior oilicea of yt'orfhip, which they termed holy rites 
and myfteries; thefe they, fortified with fevere laws and 
fan^lions) infii6king grievous penalties on the contemners 
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of the pnhUc fervice performed to the gods ; fo Hermes 
Trifmegjilus firft taught the Egyptian; Melifius, tlic 
ioftcr-futher of Jupiter, ihftru£ted the inhabitants of Crete; 
Faunus and Janus the Latins; Numa Pompilius the Ro¬ 
mans ; Orpheus the Grecians; or, as fome fay, Cadmus 
the foil of Agenor, firft inftrudled that nation in the fo- 
lemnities which were counted divine, and which he him- 
ft’lf learned in Phoenicia ; lie inftitULed the cuufccration 
of images and ftatuc.?, the burning of incenfe, the build¬ 
ing of temples' and altars, with tiic hynins, facrifices, and 
other magriiiictnt rites by which they hunouied the pow¬ 
ers above. 

Now that all this religious pageantry was eftablifticd 
Qnly for the ends of policy and ttatc, is evident from 
hence, that the chief magittrates took the lihurty of mak¬ 
ing what gods they plcafed, and of Incrcaling or diminiih- 
ing their number at difi^etioii; fo that in procefs of time 
there were reckoned no Icfs than thirty thoiifand gods 
in the Roman catalogue, though at firft their kalcuder 
could fhow but five-and-twenly divinities; but when once 
they had found out a way to diVtiuguifh thefc divinities into 
fevcral claffts or ranks, terming fomc gods of the greater 
nations, others of the fcfltr, having alfo thcl^ tutelar ge¬ 
nii, their detni-gods,' their rural /md honfchold gods, &c* 
there was no limiting the crafty devices of the priefts and 
ralers in impofing, or the fnpcrfiitlon of the ^rcdulous 
people in believing and adoring an infinite rabble of new, 
young,-and unheard-of divinities. 

They took alfo the fame fi*eedom to change and alter 
th6 eftablHhed ritCB and ceremonies, fometimes aboliftiing 
the old and primitive inftitutions, and fuperinducing new 
ones in their ft^d, or at leaft adding lo the heap of in-/ 
fignificant ceremonies in every age fomc myfterious no¬ 
velty which might pleafe the people, and faften them in 
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a dtvouler obedience and veneration of llicir pious guides 
and kaders. 

Hence fprung the dcdic^ition of UmpI^, Lues, cha¬ 
pels, oratories, and certiun days in the year, to vile ici- 
vice of particular gods; hence arufc the iiivcTition and 
life of fo many forts of veifeR of filvcr and gold, and o- 
ther luateiitila in their facrifices; of llowcrs, and 

perfumes j of mulic, pidlures, and other dccofationi’.; be- 
fides the lich and majcrtic veftments of thcj3ri.eils, their 
grave and compofed carriage, looks, and gcllurus; all 
deligned purely to catch 'the rude and unpolifiicd mullU 
tude in tlie fnares of prieftcraft, lo Rrikc tiicir unwary 
minds with an awe and profound attach folH'cligiun, that 
fo being once made thus flexible, they iniglit warp them 
to what bent they, pleau-d, and for ever lead them in a 
blind implicit admiration of tlicy know not what. 

It is certain that religion has ^is etfeft on the vulgar, 
to make them more obedient lo their governors, jull to 
one another, and zealous for the public welfare ; 1 lyiean 
religion allowed by the ftale ; for where the fubjedts 
dare to make innovations tnd fchifms, to fet up nevv fcdls 
and patties, the greater zc^ each fa£Iion has for their 
own way of worfnip, the more trucl and tragical difor- 
ders are generally comnil^ted ; fo fatal a thing it is ty be 
opinionative in religion, 10 invade the pricll’s preroga¬ 
tive, atjd -to diilurb the quiet Itream of traditions run¬ 
ning In the channel of public failh from one generation 
to another., 

. My dear Dgnet, let thou and 1 fliun the devout fuper- 
flition .of bigots, and the. wantqn pcofar.cnefs of liber- 
.tines ofid athiefls, adoring one God with fmcere faith,' 
• and a reafon void of error ; let us alfo keep o.ur lives free 
from, all injuflice and vice, which wilfbe of more com- 
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fort to US lliao if v/e haJ facriuced every day a thcufani 

bulk* 

Pam, a5th%r the pth Moon, of the Year-16^7, 


XTV.— Tj Kkrker Brffa. 

Jl lit fubje^t of moll men’s uircoinfe at prefent in thii 
city is the taking of Fribourg by the French ; This i& a 
city of Germany, whejibf I nutde ficqueiit mention in 
iny letters when I firll came ti 5 Parjs ; it is fituattd on a 
certain height near a fmall river, and is cncompafTcd with- 
two walls, fttltiigthencd alfo by a citadel, four bailions,. 
and other foilifications ; the emperor has likewife a ft»oiig 
jrarrifon in it. 

On the loth of this moort, the Marefchal de Crequi 
bcheged it, and prcflci^t with fuch vigorous aifaults and 
continual’batteries, that the governor found himfelf o- 
bliged to furrender it on the 17th, when the marefchal 
took polTefTion of it in the name of'the French king.^ ^ 

The imperialifts cannot bfj'afl; of equal fuccefs wlien 
they befiege towns or fqitrcfTtfs in the hands, of tire 
French ; for not long 'IjcCbrc this the Prince of Oiange, 
general of the confederate armies in Flanders, undertook 
the fiegc of Charkroy, a place of (Ircngth in thoft parts; 
but the want of provifions, together with the flout re¬ 
finance of the inhabitants, and the Duke of Luxem- 
burgh’s approach with thet French army, fofccd him to 
decamp and retire- . ' 

The Duke of Luxemburgk Is a valiant and fage gene¬ 
ral, in high edeem with the French ; but his eneinies fay 
he is a magician, and deals with the devil, becaufe of the 
good fuccefs which generally crowns his enterprifes ; fo 
impoflibk it is for a man of extraordinary virtues, and be- 
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roie^ndowroents to efcitiie withont envy ^d^fcandalous 
afperfions. It io^as natural for the vulgar to inveigh a-' 
gainlt generous, fouls, as it is for dogs to* bark at the 
moon t yet that planet appears impaflablc, and not being 
moved at the fnarls of invidipus animals, keeps on her 
heavenly courfe in mijctty and filcnce: So do fouls, that 
are truly noble, contemn the cenfures of the inferior part 
of men, and never Hop till they arrive'at the meridian and 
zenith of perfection. * # ‘ ^ 

Moft ferene and ilhiftriou8'A^|(j|i'thou art a Kvely ex¬ 
ample of this, and I dare fay rfo more left I offend thy 
modefty. May perpetual benediction and glory crown 
thy years that arc yet to come. '■ 

Paris,'29th of the nth Moon, of the Year 1677. 


'1 r 


' BOOK HI. 

LETTER I.—To /he UTi/ifl of the JVife, the Mojl Fe- 
. nerable Mufti. 

• 'j ' ■ 

I' osiEY thy commands without flic leaft demur; and 
now proceed to write of lijje Macedonian empire. I re¬ 
member a difpatch of mine toothy venerable predeceffor, 
of facred^emory, wherein I touched uj^n fomc paffages 
of the life of that heroic and magnanimous prophet A- 
Icxander the G*at; but now I wift inform thCe more at 
large concerning his birch, education, and renownedP^er- 
formances. ' • / 

'Alexander, as the Greek's and Lafiiis call him, with 
a>l the nations of the Weft, or f^cander,^ Afcander, and 
Zulkarncck, according to the ftyle of^he Arabian!', Per- ' 
fians, Indians, Tartars, and otliei people of the Eail, was 
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bom in the lo6th olympiad, fpS years after the building 
of Rome, and in "the year of the world 3628, on the 6th 
day of the moon Loo, or Hccatumbseon, according to 
thekftile of the Grecians; the fame night was the.temple 
of Diana at Ephefus fet on fire ; and on the fame day 
two eagles came and perched on the top of^is fethcr^s 
houfe, where they fat all the day, which was taken as an 
omen of the double empire he was to have over Europe 
and Alia. 

Philip King of lUlKdon, and hufband to Olympias, 
aras the reputed father of Alexander, as file was his known 
mother; hot fome hiftorians fay that a certain magician 
called Neftanebus, by his encliantinents, dilguifing him- 
felf in the form of Jupiter Ammon, lay with Olympias, 
and begot Alexander; .others affirm that Olympias her- 
felf confefi'ed to Philip that Alexander was not his fon, 
but that file had conceived him of a prodigious great fer- 
pent; whence it came to pafs that Philip liimfelf, a little 
before jiis deaths openly declared that Alexander was not 
his fon ; and for the fame reafon he divorced Olympias 
as an adulterefs by her own confeffion. 

Thefe reports were fo Common at that time, that Aleif- 
ander afterwards* heading the ftory of his'fuppofed forpen- 
tine genralogy, and that othe*' of Neftanebu? in 4 he maf* 
qiierade of a god, when he marched through Egypt took 
advantage of the latter to impofc upon the credulity and 
fuperllition of his feddiers ; for being to pafs by the tem¬ 
ple of Jupiter Ammon, he made a halt to vifit the ora¬ 
cle f but he liad prlvatelyfent before fome of his trufty 
friends to acquaint tlie pridls with his defign, and to tcll 
them wdiut manner of words and addrtfs they fiiould ufc 
to him as he entered the temple, 4 n tlie hearing of hie jftd- 
lowers. « 

Having thus jjrepared thofe holy cheats, he with much 



Book iir. 


A Sfy AT PA&IS. 


cereimony soid fccmii^ devotion made Uis f^>|knoachefi to 
the tempfe : As f(»on as he fet hie foot withw the por> 

. tfcoi, tlie feniors of the pried s met him in their pontitietd 
robee^ with cenfers in their hande, and thos fainted himi * 
“ All hail» fon of Jupitnr Ammon.” Alexander being 
pkafed at adced^heni farther, ** If all his father’s 
munderers ^VJire piinilhcd, or if any yt-t hirvivcd ?” Tp 
which.it wae anfwered, 0 fon of the immoitai^ gods 1 
thy father cannot be murdered, or die^; tw for King 
Philip, his blood is fully them that had a 

hand in fliedding it.” Then ho added another quedion 
ttonoerning )m future fuccefs ; to which the orack ne- 
plied, The xrii^ry Ihall be thine in all battles; thou 
flialt become lord of all the Eaft.” The fame mouth al- 
fo gave «i tdiatge to the retinue of Alexander, That 
they foould adore him not as .a king, but as a god.” Re¬ 
turning fvom tliecce, Be built Alexandria, calling it a&er 
his own name. 

1 Itave not .obferved a due method infllating this ftoiy 
fo foon, whilk I was but icprefenting the new-botn licro 
in his ci'adle ; hut 1 did it tB convince thee, that the va¬ 
rious opinions concerning Alexaiider’*B father are not the 
B6iu)i»s of wanton -writers^ but fuclf as icmpbyed the care 
and diligence of Alexnnd^* hiinfclf to improve them to 
his own iretcrcit aneiKhis mother’s lioi;our ; fur it* was ac¬ 
counted ^ glorious thing to be Impregnate by a god. 

To return tlierefore to the pn>p]iet, he grvw 

apace, and difeovered early figns of u prodigious wit and 
courage ; at the age of. Sfiecn yesjll, he was commiuc.l 
to the care and tutelage of Aridotlc, utidtr whom lie 
lludied the fcicnces five years j and then his f'atlier Philip 
lA^iqg murdered, he fuccccded in ,the throne. The fa . c 
year alio, Darius Codomaunus obtained#the empire of 
Perfia j*.again'll whom Altxr.nder, with the copiinon .con- 
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fent of almoift aU Greece, prepare<^o go with a well dif- 
ciplined army, that he might carry on the war which his 
father had ’begun ; only ’ the Lacedemonians, Theban®, 
• and Athenians thwarted his defign, being corrupted by 
Demofthencs the orator, w'ho for that purpofe had re¬ 
ceived vaft fums of gold from Darius; btx Alexander 
foon reduced thefe factious ftates and kingdoms to their 
duty, tftterly dellroying the city of Thebes, with the 
daughter of 9c,ooaof the citizens, bclideo ^0,000 cap¬ 
tives. This was executed on the 15 th of the moon Boe- 
dromion, in the 2d year<of the iizth olympiad $ he on¬ 
ly rpared the hoft of Philip his father, wliea he was left 
as a pledge in that city, whole houfe was left untouched, 
HS alfo that of Pindar’s poiicrity. 

From thence paihng the Hellefpont, he marched into 
Aha, in the year of'the world 3650, and in the third 
year of liis reign. He had in his aixny 30,000 foot and 
4500 horfe. i^fooa as he fet foot on the ground of 
Alia, he made Me royal corban and vows for vidiory; 
then lie dart^ a j^elin into the earth, in token of de- 
iiance ; after which, when he came to Tlby, he perform¬ 
ed certain holy ntes ''and mylleries at the tombs of de¬ 
funct heroes, who felt in the '^I'rojan war. ‘Wheir thefe 
ceremonies were accumpliilied.-he marched direiStly againlt 
the Perfians, w'lio were in number 6 <!fo,cch fighting men. 
I will not tire ttiee with all the pariioiilarities,,jthat hap¬ 
pened in their march; fuTtce it to fay, that Alexander 
with his huiidful of ^Macedonians, a^tcr many victories 
obtained of the Pcrlidhs, at length quite routed the armyi 
of Darius, and took poffcfTion of that once formidable 
empire. 

But there arc fo ne remarkable paffages in this expe¬ 
dition which tkferve to be remembered ; as his wonder¬ 
ful contiu^iict and* iiumiuiity toward,iha mother, wife. 
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and daughtijr of Darius, whom be entertained in his camp 
after thoy fell into his hands, raU.hei' as the kindred of 
.fome beloved friend, than of a profeiTed enemy. The 
ftory alfo of his loufing the' Gordian knot is not imwor- 
thy thy knowledge. 

It feems ih former ^mea^ne Gordius, as he ploughed 
the htilds^ was furrounded > with a flight of birds of aU 
kinds. Being troubled at this, he left his work and 
haded to the next city, there to inquire of-tbl: augurs 
what the meaning of this fhould be: As be entered the 
gate of the city, he iTiet«a virgin of incomparable beauty, 
of whom he afked, ** Where he might find the moil fkil- 
ful fage, with whom he might confult about a matter of 
fome in^pnrtance Then he told the inqniiitivc damfel 
what had happened to him in the held; as foon as fhe 
heard this, being well verfed in thefe mytterious and prejt 
plictic fciences, ilie told him, ** That he fhould be made 
a king and to confirm him in the beh’ef of what fhe 
faicl, fhe promtfed to become his wife, lliat fo fhe might 
be partner of hib future Itappinefs.. In a Wvjrd, they vi'erc 
married^ and. fShn after fhefe arofc a ftrife among the 
l^hrygiane, whioh was like to prove of ds^ngerous con-j 
fequcnce; therefore the people confuked the oiaclc. 

What was Co be done in^his cafe, to prevent the pub* 
lie dtfolatioii It was. anfwcred, “ That the *01117 
niedy forjjfiefe difeords was to choofe them a king.’! 
And when they afleed, “ What perfon they fhould choofe 
to this dignity. ?’* It W'as anfwcred again, “ That they 
fhould clc£t thqt mam fo^ their king, whom they firft met 
with.a waggon, as they went thence to the temple of 
Jupiter.” Gordius.proved the man, and thty obeyed 
tht oracle, fainting him as their fovereign, Gordins, as 
a memorial of this event, fet up his wain iu the temple 
of Jupiter, eonfecrating it to tiiC *royal inajeft^l^ 
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After Ifllflfi his fon Midas reigned, who 'fiUed Phrygfa 
with religibtis obfervations ^ whence arofe the tfammon 
oracle, ** That whofoever fhould Igofe the knot -df the 
thongs in the waggon' of Gordins, Aiould obtain the' em¬ 
pire of all Alia.’* 

Alexander hearing this, and bej^g fpuri;ed on by am¬ 
bition, belieges Gordia, and having taken the city, makes 
hafte to the temple of Jupiter, where he underttood the 
waggon ^as laid up ; as foon Bs he faw he tried to 
find-out the ^ds of the thongs, that fo he' might loofe 
the knot; but perceiving^ that it-was impoffible to come 
at them without ufing violence, he interpreted the oracle 
in the lenfc of a foldicr, and cut the uttermoft foldings 
of the knot with his fword ;. upon which all the ends of 
the thongs appeared, and fo lie' cafily performed the fatal. 
talk. 

Yet this heroic prophet, as he had great virtues, fp 
had he no lefs vices ; he was very cruel to hisr nea^'elt re¬ 
lations and friends, killing Caratms^ his brother by a 
llepmother, Clytus, his old dear friend, Parmenio, Phi- 
Iotas,, Amyiitals, Attains, ^ufylochu‘’.,'^%^afanid^, and 
many other Macedonian princes, foin'e of which were of 
his tnVn blood ; add to this, his barbarous ufage'of Ca* 
liUlicnes the philofopht'f, whqfw.ts Virought up with him 
under ATiftotle. This .poor unfortunate man, refufing to 
flatter tlie king’s pride in calling him a j^d, f^ifgulted 
Alexander, that feigning himfelf very angry, he charged 
liim with being accelTary to the plots and confpfracies 
that were formed againtt him $ then he .caufed uH his 
limbs to be mangled and ch(^ped after an iahnman fe- 
fhxon ; be commanded alfo hia earsj u^efe, and lips ,to bc 
cut off, which »ot only gaw the pOer wretch infinite tor¬ 
ment, but alfo rendered him a moft deformed and* mifer- 
able fpe'3fcile to others; and, to complete liis-revenge, 
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Ite cauftd him in this< doleful plight to ihirt up in a 
cage with a dog, and fo to be carried about the terror 
.of ’Others. 

T-hen Lylimachus, one of Alexander’s generals, and a 
difci|de of Califthenes, taking pity on fo great a lagc, 
who fiiffered all this barbarous ^ ufage, not for any real 
crime that he had committed, but only for uhng that 
freedom in his words and anions which becomes a pluio* 
fopher, gave him poifon, to rid him at onco-of To* many 
horrid calamities. * 

But Alexander took this fo 'heinoufly, that he com- 
manded Lyfimachtis to be thrown to A very fierce lion ; 

m 

as foot! as the furiAs beaft faw him, he roared and paw¬ 
ed the ground for joy, and ran. upon him with an impe¬ 
tuous force ; but Lyfimachits not lofing his courage, 
iviappcd his hand in his mantle, and thrull it down the 
lion’s tliroat, where laying fall hold of his tongue, he 
pulled it out by the roots, and left the lion for dead. 

When this was told the king, he, admiring tiie invin¬ 
cible virtue of the man, not only forgave liirn this of¬ 
fence, but had^him in higher elleem all his life after¬ 
wards. 

We rauft not omit that memorable aflion of Alexan¬ 
der, when ilomaching the %rrender of Sidon to his vic- 
toiious arms, in that it was delivered' up by the people 
againit th« will of Strato their king, the conqueror pto- 
nouocing Strato unworthy of the cr<5wn, bidaHepheiiion 
place Him on the throne whom the Sidonians Ihoiild ap¬ 
prove as Strato’s fuccefforj Hephefiion, willing to pre¬ 
fer to that dignity a noble young Sidonian, who w'as his 
fifvmirite, offered him the crown ; but the generous youth 
refofcd'the honour, aHeging that it was sgainft the laws 
of his dbuntry for any man to reign who was not of the 
royal blood. Hepheftion admiring the greatfticfs of his 
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(aid, Ok}d tnct‘ea& your virtues and graces, il- 
luftrious friend, who art the (iril that ever underilood 
how much more magnanimous it is to defpife than to. ac* 
ccpt a crown. Be it therefore in your power to beftow 
the kingdom on any man of the royal blood .whom you 
think fit (or fo great a charge.” Then he pitched upBn 
one Abdolonymus, a poor gardetrer in the fuburbs^ of 
.Sidon, who was of the race of. the SIdonian kings, but 
tlirough extreme poverty was grown obfeure, and forced 
to take Up that employment to get his bread. Hephe- 
ftipn approved the choice ; and this noble youth, with 
fome of his frienj^ immediately went with the royal 
robes and enfigns of majelly to look Abdolonymus, 
whom they found weeding,his garden in a very dirty fqua- 
lid condition. Saluting him therefore king, in the name 
of Alexander the -Great, they waftied and anointed him 
with precious oils of the £a^ and having put on the 
robes of fuvcrcign majelly, they condu£led him to the 
conqucroiv who, among other difeourfes, afkcd him, 
“ How he was able fo patiently to endure that extreme 
poverty which had hitherto been his lot which he 

, replied, “ 1 wlih I may endure the burden of a crown 
with the fame cafe. Vhefe hands ferved the necefKties 
of life, and my wants were answerable to my poffclfions, 
even none at all.” Alexander perceiving by this anfwdr 
tht^^rtatnefs of his fpirit, gave him all tlic rog^l furni¬ 
ture of Strgto, with much of the Periian booty, and 
added all the counlpca r9und about Sidon to liis^ gevern- 
metft. 

V 

Much about the fame time, Alexander going to Jem* 
falem, was met by Jaddus the high pried in,his pontifical 
habit, wlio falling at the conqueror's feet, to impious 
favour and mere} for his ui^ and people, Alexander raifed 
him up, a$)d, embracing him in his arms, bid iiim ** (ear 
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nothing, for that God had appeared to Kim in Macedo¬ 
nia, in the fame figure and form as the high prieft made, 
exhorting him to carry on the Perfian war, and promifing 
him certain vidiory.** After this, the high prieft con¬ 
ducted him into the city and temple, where he facrificed 
and made corban; I'e alfo gave the Jews many ample 
privileges. 

There is one thing more in the life of Alexander, 
which, becaufe it has fomething very fingul^r in it, I will 
infert in this difpatcli. 

After the conquell of Perfia, as Alexander was march¬ 
ing forward, that he might extend his empire through 
all the Eaft, Thaleftris, Queen of the Amazons, hearing 
of his fame, took a journey of five-and-twenty days, 
through many populous nations, attended only by three 
hundred women, and came to his camp, courting the ho* 
nour of his bed ; for fhe had conceived an infatiable de- 
fire of having a child by him, whom all the Eaft pro* 
claimed the greateft hero In the world. Alexander grant¬ 
ed her requeft; and when (he had enjoyed his company 
thirteen days^t (he departed well fatisfied to her own coun¬ 
try, promifing, that if file brought forth a male, flic 
would fend him to his father, according to the manner 
of the Amazons, but if a^female, ftie would keep it hcr- 
felf. 

Fronv4ience Alexander marched againft BefTus, ^ho 
had murdered Darius, and caufed himfelf to be proclaim¬ 
ed King of Perfia by the name of Artaxerxes ; having 
overcome him and puntihed his treafoiis, he proceeded 
and fubdued all the regions running along the foot of 
Mount Caucafus; in fine, he extended his conqiiefts to 
the utmoft borders of India, even to the Oriental 8ea, 
where he took (hipping, and returned to Babylon, partly 
by fea, and partly by land. An aftrologer of great *re 
FoL VIIL ' * 



^ ' ttimtfimdmjt BT vtAttii. 

iki)t itfd^a>mridcd himbf'tdl' 

IJm argaoicots he could ufe from entering the city, affUf- 
"IR^fefinHSWrt fatai to hi» pcifowi'but^ 

Alc:idtl9iif ikilll^'fom^’demiir at fiHl, and (ecmod 
*t6 tnf^It’^hc'Wdrdy df the fkgej yet being overruled by 
'%Ke cOT4BiliI''faf AnsiiiitrcHtta'the philofopliei, he iitertcl 
%&Hylofi, T{^ere*be dWd, fomc fay of poiibn, others af- 
that be fttrftJted hiiHfelf with too much wine. This 
the tbSrtyJtbJlrd year of hw life, and the twelfth 
^df'hitf reign. ^ 

d’ Thctt^wafls^ deejf^'artd'^ melancholy fiknce throughout 
Ifabyloh, Mitn Vidbft ik'^was krrown that the conqueror 
bf thd tfrorldWas d^d; fcveiy one was poffelTcd With 
, viHoud thdvghtf and cares, according to tlieir diffetcnt 
ttlftbnfS and interefti; the Macedonians inwardly rtjoiccd, 
as if were npk^'ifd of fome great and foi mid able 
'toeihy, cuffing*His <fercrity lfild<*refi!lefs tamper, whicli 
"bad eape/fed^thhm to^ fo*iiM«i)r''lOil8 nnd perils of war; 

* f^fides, Ac prftfdeaHalttetcd Afcmihlves with a profpeet 
5 of enjb^ng dtrttfy'bneyfc’flinrt in ioTaft an empire ; ami 
the pdrnite foldtirs bdd tHe& eyes • Ititetit^ fixed on the 
ihridenfe treaforfctf dfgoM* which AlcKandet left bthnul 
bitn, and which tbcJ^htojsfed'to thcitit for 

there Were at tha^'ti^ liAlj^AoufHlid talents in bank, 

' iba three Htabdrcd thAufirtil iibMmg ifi yearly by ^ - f 
^'tiiboteand'dfdhni, ‘^ 

^ ** Oh the otlhit^ fide; ‘Ac codq(iei!Wd ratSrffts would not at 
givk credii l!hd* d( tho^h •whOk carried the 
^xlhat!r*^%*te i '4r^ ihtf ‘thought' he muft 
neeliiPl/e ldlite6ithl»^Vhifiii lfifd<%lWft^ fouad ‘inAi- 

refifoVed^ir 
from Bidryfon^'iAey 
hitb9^"fibl:'^v^Hih ISIhVbdbKiii^ceiciiibii^ Ws 

'W ii8 tear>4br. 
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Tpw» as for a father that had prot^^tdt ch(Bi^ihf4 

thpin> t t / * if*^fif ( 

( Mow cfpecially the grief of ^Qtjbpr |Qe« 

saarkable', v»ho» though (lie had h,>ft ei^^y of bjcr 
VhrcBi with their father, all cruelly^ .by rOchuq i 

thQUgh (he had loft pariqs, the ouly /urvjviog of^fev^ 
fons, and wa^ herfelf^caft down from th,e height of n^« 
jefty to the abje^i ftate of a f^ptivc^ y-et,(he bow aU.wj^ 
an even mind, till Alexander’s (kath« whole tadidgempe 
alone, uhilft living, had fupported her uridltr fo aaai^y 
ijrilLvom calamities; but as foop, as ho^had, fpr|hken the 
earth, (Ik grew weary of tairying^any longer on It to9) 
IK t that (lie eftcemed ap enemy abov^ her fath^» bre- 
thici), and hex fon,, h|it becaufe ,(he had> .experienced 
him, whom (he dreaded as an ^i^emy, the goodnele t^pd 
piety, the modo^y and regard of. all theih relations.. 

This great xnoparchJ)^‘ng dead* and ^opt having ap* 
pointed a fueceCToir,, thfte almofh PP n»ay kings Vs 
theie were govetpqrs pf pfpv|n90S, apd, leaders vk the 
<0 .ny; hx^nce fprungx b>npQ}erab}& ponfufiops, wars, and 
diiord^s, in^thp qppire § tlLefe were tiifoplta ap 4 iofur* 
K<aionsii> Gecece, ,a(pccw#y»i!h Athens, i wfapre the pi- 
tizens, un<^ the cpndi¥Q;,pf their oaptain, in.> 

V4tcd the reft pf'the tG|n^^ thei? liberty, by 

tak* .g arnv'j Bpr were fPr^^arand ^Egyptl 

evLi y )^ere men’s minds were unfettlcdii PU>d, d^ftroxf^ of 
novelty. Ptplpnj Vi 0^ thf,caB- 

t«iale4 e^ipiie, fce Jfl»- 

fturity by tb« n»WHpf 

'.ffligwA wl 

Jv fflaw»»j W»* fliwMB* «»4 JSj* 

■Jwe ^ 1 * W* «jgp R |pi» 



jao LETTERS WRITTEN BT .Vol. VIU* 

* ^ * 5 

own perfons, or in their poileriLy, yield to the prevailing 
fortune of their enemies, till at length all thefc fhattered 
remains of the Macedonian empire became provinces of 
the Roman ; of which I will fay (omethiug in my next. 

In the n\can while, J triumph to think that the Otto¬ 
man empire is now btcome more formidable, large, and 
vidlorious, than all that went btf<<Vc it. May God in- 
creafe the felicities and 110119111*3 of true believers, till the 
day of the final metamoiphofis. 

Pal’is, rath of the 4th ?.'Ioou, of the Ye.ar 1678. 


II.—Musu Abu’l, Yah van, Profijfor of Phtlofophy 

at Fev^. 

1 RECEIVED thy venerable difpatch with great fatisfac- 
tion, and am glad to find thou art fo far from being tired 
with what I have already faid coiiccriiing Conllantinople, 
that thou challengeit me witli a promife 1 formerly made 
thee, of giving thee a farther account of what I liave 
obferved there mull remarkable. 

In deferibing this imperial city, I have imitated the 
painters, who, when fticy w'ould draw a beauty to the 
life, do not go arithmetically to W'ork, or obferve any 
order in their rougli draughts ; but following the con¬ 
duct of a wild and ilrong fancy, they dafli their pencil 
here and there, as tl>?.t volatile faculty infpites them, re¬ 
garding only the fymmetry of the pidlnre, without pre¬ 
ferring one part to another, or being curious in delineat¬ 
ing every little fingularity: > So I, in pourtraying. thijp 
queen of cities, this fupcrlative beauty of the whole 
earth, draw my (Irokea at random, not deligning to pre^ 
fcnl thee with an anatomy-ledlurc over her, or to unv^ 
all ^ interior fecrets, but only to give thee a tra^fient 
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view of tbofe parts which appear moft eminent, and at- 
ffi^^ tlie eyes of all travellers ; and this 1 do not perform 
all at once, (it were too great a t£fk) but even like them, 
by fits and darts, as I 4 ind my opportunities. 

1 have hitherto prefoiited thee with a profpeA of very 
magnificent and curie us objeifls, as temples, mofques, a- 
qiiedufks, columns, cliiieliflcs, bazars, &c.; now prepare 
. thine eyes for an entertainment of another nature : 1 will 
Ihow thee things, though perhaps not fo illuftrious to 
outward appearance, or ftnitting with royal grandeur, 
yet fufliciently great anS fplendid, to perpetuate the me¬ 
mory of the founders, and to convey their fame to all 
generations; things alfo of public ufe and fervice, dc« 
iigns of chanty, policy, and generous wifdom, under¬ 
takings of a noble and heroic character, as thou wilt per¬ 
ceive by the following accour4t. 

No traveller can furvey the dreets of Condantinople, 
and not have his eyes arreded Itere and there by mod ca¬ 
pacious and ample caravanferas, where all didrefled foreign¬ 
ers,' and fuch as are deditute of a more convenient lodg¬ 
ing, may in any of thefe dn^ a fhelter and fan6luary from 
the injuries of open air, from night robbers, and other 
inconveniencies ; thefe caravanferas are in number three 
hundred and three, built 4at the expences of Ottoman 
princes and baffas. 

ThtfTParc alfo in this city ninety bofpitals, where the 
poor are nouridied, and the dek with extraordi¬ 

nary piety and care. 

^ ‘ Beddes all thefe, there arc dve colleges where the 
faiences are publicly profeffed and taught, and where a 
certain number of young men are educated agd main- * 
tained at the Grand Sign 1 or*B cod, beit^ condant dipen- 
di^ies to the fullan. 'ITherc are many fuch colleges fcat- 
tered np and down Caramaniaj Natolia, and throughout 
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Cireece, and the Xiefler Afia; fo that the nnAib'er ofitu- 
dichts, in thefe countriesi is computed to be above liittfe 
tboufand, not reckoning thofe in Arabia, Syria, 4hd E- 
gypt, where flouiini innumerable fcminaries of divine and 
human wifdom. ' ■ ' 

But to return to Conftantinople; the next thing wofthy 
of obfervation is the ferayan, orA'houfe of equipages, 
where are made all forts of trappings for liorfes, efpecial-. 
ly faddles o£ immenfe coft, and admirable workmanihip; 
this place is alfo environed with high walls, and Ihut in 
with ftrong gates; there cannof be a more agreeable 
fight to fuch as take pleafure in horfes and riding, than 
tp fee four thoufand men here daily at work in their 
(hops, each ftriving to excel the reft in the curiofity of 
his artifice : You fhall fee one bufy in fpapgling a fad- 
dle with great oriental pearls, and unions intermixed, for 
fome Arab\in horfe, belonging perhaps to the Vifier 
Axem ; another fitting a curb, or bit of the pureft gold 
to a bridle of moft precious Ruffian leather; fome a- 
dorn their trappings with choice ^rygian work, others 
with diamonds, rubies, and hie moft coftly Jewels of the 
Eaft ; in a word, there is fo illuftrious a variety of thefe 
accoutrements, that tfie eye is aftonifhed at the fight of 
them, and 1 have heard maqy travellers acknowledge, 
that the like is not to be feen in any city of the world 
befide ConftaiHmoply* I know not what may b' jn your 
cities of Morocev/natd Fez, in regard the Moors are 
great cavaliers. 

Thei'c are, moreover, two other palaces in the City, 
ctJicompaflcd with peculiar Walls; in thefe the janizaries 
are pofted, who are the Guards du Corps to the Grand 
Signior ; they arc under the command of dccuriond 
without whofe leave no janizary dare fet a foot out of the 
palace. 




jljlwt is the arfenal of the city, built on the fea (hor^ 

cpQ^iiung an hundred and eighty arches, under whic^ 

, arf fcry elegant porticos or piazzas where people t'filh » 

th<i;c ate above forty tboui'and men daily y-t wiork in this 

arfenal, and eighty great g.dleys lie there Jwayc in rea- 

dinefs for any fudden < xpeditiun. 

. Belides, thert is an'ijthcr in the fuburbs, wherein there 

always In; an hundred and 5 fty great galleons on the 

Hocks, and fixty fitted up with all necelOkries conftantly 
• ^ * 
lie in the water. . 

The granaries, or ftore*houfcs for corn, prefent them,- 
fclves next; they are built in a comer of the city toward 
Pera, where the walla are far Hronger than iu any other 
part, and the gates are of iron. Here is always laid up 
an immenfe quantity of wheat and barley, as alfo of other 
grain, as if it were to ferve for many years,, yet it is 
changed for new corn every three years; they fay, that 
in. the . reign of Axnurat III. there was an incredible 
abundance of millet found there, whofe virtue was much 


admired, in that it had Uib there eighty years found, and.. 
free from an,y corruption. ^ 

I have purpofely oirfitted to fpeak of the two royal 
feraglios, fince the lead of them Vill require a large let¬ 
ter by itfelf, to be deferibed exa^lly} only this 1 ujil 
lay in fhort, that the leall is a French league, in circuit, 
«or thL«9 Italian miles, and the biggeft^^fher^in the 
Grand Signior dwells, is a league r.ri^^^^-thhds, or five 
Italian miles ; the former is Efchy Satay, or the 

old. palace, the latter as n^i^dv Bryuch Saray, or the 
great feragho. If thou deCu'eft.;a farther and more par- 
• ticular defenption of Mhcfc royal, co.Hrts, I will fend it 
*thea in. future difpatches, for it wIU . be too large for 

In the mrun time I muft, not forget the nmfqiie of 
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'Jlib^ ivliere'ouf Siiltans recci^fc fhe'iwbfxl when they''fifft 
come to the crown ; this is a building great antiqititf^y 
lepted tn the fartheft angle of the city- near the haven ; 
OTeragiainft St are the fultah's ftalftes, having very fair 
gardens adjoiined to tliem; not far from thence is the 
Topana, or gun-yard, where there lies a vail number of 
brafs pieces of ordnance without car/Sages, of which fome 
are turned direftly againft the haven. 

As you pafs from this place, it is impoflible to avoid 
the fight of a pillar, which (hoots up from the top of a 
rock, at .fome diftance from the city ; this column 4 s all 
of white marble, and was erefted by Cn. Poinpey, as a 
monurtient of his viftory over Mithridates, King of Pon- 
tus ; on this fide of the city there is nothing hardly to 
be feen for eight miles together, but houfes built for 
plcafurc and delight, with mod beautiful groves and 
gardens. 

Over againft the city ftands Pera, an arm of the Tea 
coming between them ; this fuburb or borough is in¬ 
habited chiefly by Grecians and 'Weftern Franks. 

Round about this fuburb hre many pretty country 
houfes, farms, and granges, moft dclicloufiy feated in the 
midft of high tufts of 'trees, with green fields, and cry- 
ftal dreams adjoining to them, where the ambafladors 
of foreign princes make their abode fometimes. 

1 will not bj^^ry thee from hence to Scutari, tlicgigh a . 
great and dately ^';xgiV"Avithin the liberty alfo of the 
imperial city ; I will not 'detain thee with the fingulari- 
ties of the^hracian Cherfonefiis, or drill thee along to- 
Calipolis, though this were the fird town in Europe' 
which Amurat took in the year 1363 ; ray defign is al¬ 
together at Conflantinoplc ; therefore, having iurveyed 


Pera, which is alfo called Galata, let us crofs the watei^ 
and return again to the mother city, that we may know r 



^ii^t manjicr pf govornmenc there ia in-anyhow tiwe 
lainri. are. executed. ^ > 

vT-be .chief iuagiilrate is called Stambol Cadih» or judge 
^^Co^dantinopJe •, before him are pleaded all caidea both 
criminal and civil; Jhe has four deputies uoder hiofif who 
feparately govern the four chief preciuds of the city*; 
there is like wife an o^cer •called Sabalfi» .vvlvofe bufineih 
is to take cognifance’ of every one’s crime that is fei*» 
ed in tlie llreets or houfes* and to refer it to thc.fu- 
pieme viiier ; he has alfo four deputie»-under him jr 
and all men are bound to afliil him in cafe of difficulty. .. 

The common prifon of Coniloutinople is divided intio 
two parts, the upper and the lower; the upper is only 
for civil offences, and has an airy green court in the 
middle of it, with a fountain continually fpouting up. 
water, which fomtlhing diniiniihes the fqualidnefs of the 
place ; the lower is for capital crimes, and is a very 
of horror and loathfoinsnefs. . 

Flower of philofophers, I pray God, who gave us our 
fenfes, always grant them agreeable objedls, and defend 
us from all noifome fcent8,'cfpecially from the pelUlential 
fumes of bell, which, they fay, at certain times tranfpice- 
through the chinks and crannies rf the earth, infefluig. 
this upper world w'ith deplorable contagions. May the 
odours of paradife refrefh us for ever, O fcnflble ^pfu 1 

Pari^i^th of the 4ch Moon, of the Year 


III.- To K|;RKE4rHA5SAN> JSq^. 

[Every year the French gain ground of their enemies ; 
tthey^ake profperous campaigns, and always come oiT 
cem^uerors. ^ 

li la the' beginning of the 3d jnbon, the king caufed 

■> 1 > 4 * • 
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Obeat 'to be befieged by the Marefchal d^Humieri': 
This city is the capital of all Flanders, and is divided 
into feveral quarters or iiles; fo is the country round 
about it, by certaiQ rivers and canals, which render it of 
extreme diihcidt ‘ aecefs, end fpoU all communication ; 
it is one of the greattft cities in Europe, and is defended 
by a counterfearp, a large ditchy g<vod ramparts, and 
many baftiohs. The inhabitants boaft that it was found¬ 
ed by Julius Cicfan Tliey have been able to raife an 
army of fifty thoufaiid men among themfclves, whenever 
they have been inclined to revolt from their fovereign ; 
yet they could not hold out above ten days againfi the 
prefent arms of* France, but feeing the vigour with w’hich 
they were attacked on ail fides, and defp'airing of any 
furcours, tliev furrendered on atticlcs. 

Next to this, the city of Ypres was furrendered to 
.them on the 25th of the fame moon, after a fiegc of 
eight days this is another confiderable city in Flan¬ 


ders. 

Nor have the French arms been unfiiccefsful in Ca- 
talonia, under the eommaiui; of the Duke de Noailles ; 
this general having taken Piiiceida, the capital city of 
that province, and a place of great ftrength, being feated 
on the top of the Pyrenean mountains, and defended by 
a caf^c built on a rock. The Prince of Coode won it 
in the* yeaiy^4, but it was afterwards reflorci^to.thc 
Spaniards treaty of the Pyrenees, who 

fortified it anew the modern forms. This aity 

has under its command; abo^p eighty villages, and draw's 
contribtttiouB from all the province of Cerdaigiie ? it‘fc- 
auresi the polTeffion of Roofiillon, covers the frontiers: of 
l^angiicdoc, und is efteemed fecond only to Ba^^celon?' 
of all the cities in thefe parts. . . 

From Germany, and tlie provinces bordering on ' he 
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fume tvaniports hither fuccelhve relationftofhattleB 
between the French and the Impenalifts) when^ta 
the fom^er always get the victory. The Mareljchal dc 
Crequi engaged with them fivil near GrotKinghen^ where 
the Prince of Baden, and forty officers of note* were 
wounded on the enemies fide ; the Count of Liqueville, 
a commander under the Duke of Lorrain* with many- 
otliers, were taken '^ifonci'S. The French took from 
them a great number* of ftandarda, killed abundance 
of their men, and, in fine, remained z^fiers of the 
field. I- 

N« lefs advantage had they in the 7th moon, on the 
plains of the Rheinfeldt, near the river Rhine, where 
they killed above eight hundred Imperialifts upon the 
fpot; and the bridge of Rheinfeldt was fo crammed 
with dead bodies, that they fervtd as a barrier to flop 
the French from purfuing thtir \iftory to. the gates of 
the city. 

The Marefchal de Crequi alfo defeated a body of fix 
thoufand-horfrand dragoons,, commanded by the Duke 
uf Lorruin near to Ofiembourgh, which was followed by 
the taking of ■ Oriamburg caltle, and the fort of Kehl, 
which tlze. marefchal razed to the ground ; he took aFo 
thc’fort of Zolhaullen, and encountering the Duke of 
Lorrainy . near a place called Lauterbourg, he fet upon 
liim^nd killed four hundred of his meUv/dnr’tltey were 
pafling a bridge of the Rhbe«,^aftd.telCthreehundred 
prifoners. 

• If they go on at this ratf^ar after year^ it will be dif¬ 
ficult to fet the limita of fthetr* continually growing em¬ 
pire ; oDly< we need not fear that they , will ever be able 
to inftle the faithful Ofm&ns out of the patrimony npr 
pdmted them by deilioy. » 

s 6 
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Sjerene miui{ler», the creh;eiit outlhines the crofs, the 
Alcoran fuperfedes the Bihle^ and all things yield tu the 

dnvincible arms of true believers. , . 

> • 

Paris, x,9th oi the Sth Mo«n, of the Year 1678. 


iV.-^To Dalimalched, the of PefeTt IJaV\ hh 

Brother t Majier of the Cttfomsy '^d Superintendant of 
the Aifenal ta Confantinopk* 

THou mayell be aflured it is no compliment when I tell 
thee 1 condole thy lofs j lie that is dead was my brother, 
as well as thy hufband, and the friendihip which was be¬ 
tween us united us more clofcly than did qur blood ; we 
never thought any thing too much to perform in the fer- 
vice of each other, provided it did not intrench upon our 
honour, but wc greedily fiiatchcd every opportunity of 
demonilrating our.mutual affections. 

He is gone to infinite joys, to a place of rcfrefliuient, 
where he banqutts on the reverfion of his good works in 
this life ; he revels at large, without contradiClion, 
or murmuring of women, in full bow'ls of the ambiofia of 
paradife; no ptevilh fet^ale interrupts his joy, or turns 
his fmilcs to frowns by her unworthy carriage ; he lies 
ifretched out at gafe upon the crimfon beds of Eden, w'ith 
pages waTnng'^m him, whofc eyes are like the profiled 
pearl; each bcar^^^oldgj^ goblet, crulled w'ith fapphires 
in his hand, full cha^edc^th wine, which mortal kings 
would give their klngdorns^r ; thoCe Ueaveuly youtlis 
perform their paits with admiral grace, and dutiful exr 
aClnefs; they wait the minute of their lord's defire ; 
with hiimble relignatidn, the fair Cupids ftand cncomp^fT- 
ing his bed, each being emulous of the reft, all ftiivi^^ 
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with an agreeable gcnerofity', who (hall ferVc their niafter 
firft, and with the greateft promptnefs. 

When Peilcli pleafcs to divert himfelf with women, it* 

• is but to wifli, and one more fair than ever Apelles drew 
prefeiUs herfclf, chaite as Diana, yetf as kind as Venus j 
,no coy demurs protrad: the enjoyment of his wifli, nor is 
there the lead iign of impudence to pall it; but in- per- - 
fed love they meet cawi other, and unite their hearts, and 
fo they pafs their time i^conflant unrepented blifs. 

He traverfes the pleafant walks of Eden, and fits him 
down upon the banks of her immortal rivers, rivers that 
llream with wine, and milk, and honey; under the fliade 
of happy trees, he lies upon the flowery green, in the ca- 
reflls of fome lovely daughter of paradife, vvhilft aroma¬ 
tic winds infpire him with diviner paffions than Endymion 
felt in the embraces of Diana. O happy ftate of feparatc 
fouls tliat part from earth in purity! their pleafures 
know no bounds or end. 

For what I have faid is only emblematical, deferibing 
in fenfible fliort figures thofc raptures and tranfeendent 
joys which cannot otherwift be exprefled. Whatever c- 
Icvated fancy can conceive of blifs, is all by infinite odds 
furpafled in the enjoyments of the happy fouls above. 
Th^re is no number, weight, or mcafure of their eternal 
and fuperlative felicities ; they pafs from j 9 y and 

fport iicLi^ndlefs circles of beatitude. O ever to be 

defired ! O gardens of incomparalft;.-]^|i*?Sy ! where the 
liberal Monarch of the univer{p*^ales the wearied fouls 
of mortals with banquets ^ ineftimable price, and un¬ 
matched delicacy, after their'toilfome pilgrimage on earth. 

If Pefleli could hear, 1 would congratulate his happi- 
itefs, i^ead of condoling thy misfortune in lofing fuch a 
huihwd ; he ha^efcaped the (hipwrecks of this lower 
tbil fea of grief and tragedies •, he is got (afe into 
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tiAe harbour of'eternal reft, the port of peace', and landed 
the ftrand of the Omnipotent^a feraglio, where guarda 
of angels watted on him to the throne «f Alla, with ten 
thoufand thoiifand flambeaux burning in tlic walks of* 
Eden. 

But tell me, Daliinalchcd, were not you fomething in. 
the fault, that the generous Pellclr left us both fo foon ? 
Did you not fret and teaxe Iiis'higw-born foul with words 
wliich might liavc well been fp.C';cd to a man of fo quick 
fenfe? DoubLlefs he needed not your fuming lefturcB, and 
more filcnt difcipliric of pouts. If he committed faults, (as 
who docs not?) he foon was fenfible without a reprimand; 
there was no occafion to keep him half a moon in parox> 
yfms of melancholy and grief; this was too hard a pe¬ 
nance for his fpirit to bear: But you women have ways 
by yourfelvcs, unintelligible to our fex; your windings 
and turnings are intricate as thofe of ferpents ; Dsedalus 
himfelf, were he now alive, though once the glory of la¬ 
byrinth-makers, yet would be puzzled to trace your fex, 
in all yo»ir fecrct, wild, unknown meanders ye arc all 
the very changeable things cS" the earth ; nobody knowa- 
what to make of you. 

Dalimalchtd, I tel]*thee a woman never commands a 
man, uiilefs he be a fool, but by her obedience;- that Way 
ilie heart, and makes a thorough oOnqueA of his' 

affedlions ;il|e wheedles him out of his fovercigasjtyi by 
dinning complai^w^Shd propei' capitulations^ or at leaft 
by this method fhc favfth^j^elf; (he will not* thwart him 
in the torrent of his pailiAi, but meekly yields to-the 
mighty ftream, and will not fufEer her tongue to move 
but in the eddy of his wrath. 

In a word, a^rood woman confdltv-bcr hnfbandV |deas> 
fure in all things; and if thou haft done^o, the womMaa 
nothifig tofay to thee; bvt if otherwife, I advife the^fa 
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^>&DaIn a widow, left the next tnan Umt <inartie8 tliee 
ihoiild revenge the injuriea .my^ brother received at thy 
hands; for this is one way of taming ftirews., 

■' I*ari5, a^th of the loth Moon, of the Year 1678^ 


V.~To Hamet, /?«x Effcnili^ Principal Secretary of the 

\^man Empire* 

I HOPE thou w'ilt pardon me, moft illuftftouB minifter, 
that I h^ve thus long dclayed*to give thee a farther ac¬ 
count of tht ftates of Europe ; but now 1 will proceed, 
and, according to thy command, begin where I left ofl’. 

Having already difeourfed of Germany, I will defeend 
into die Netherlands, which is as natural as for a man 


that lias fui'veyed the uppei town of lluda, or any other 
city feated like that, to fall into the lower; for fo the 
Netherlands feem to be a kind of outlying borough,‘near 
the fiiburb to the Gernnan empire. 

They ate CcJlcd the Netherlands, by reafon of their 
low fituation near the fcaf which makes the country ap¬ 
pear like a marfli or moor; they contain feventecn pro- 
vincesi ten wdtereof are under th# jurifdidtioii of the King 
of Spain ; the other feven make up a diftiiifi and inde¬ 
pendent republic among themlelvcs. ^ 

circumference of the feventeen .^ovinces is a 
' ^oufand Italian miles \ and wk^hi- compal's there 
aie two hundred ^railed tow^' and cities, an hundred' 
and fifty other places wldcK enjoy the fame privileges 
. and power as tlie former /and there are fix thoufand vil¬ 
lages. . 

I ' time of Julius Caeiv, tins track of ground was 

c;aled Belgic Gaul by the Romans; !t was inhabited, by 
warlike 2>eQple| impatient of fervitudci smd af« 
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■ fevters of native liberty*-as , 41 m fanae Caefar fouo^fs- 
.exprrknce wbca he warrtd among them; nay, and . 
fince that time the mufTulmans themfelvea have felt 4 heir' 
valour; witnefa the famous expedition of Godfrey of 
Bullcn to recover the Holy Land out of the handa of: 
the Saracens; and that other of Baldwin the Fleming, > 
who made hiinfclf mailer of Coivilantinople and the Ore* 
cian empire. ; 

The ancient Ropians ufe tui^ay, That the Gauls 
fought for their liberty, the Germans for booty, and the 
Dutch for glory and honour; iiencc it came to pafs that 
the Roman emperors in thofe days had always a fele£l 
guard about their perfons, chofen out of thefe provinces; 
alfo the Hollanders and Friezelauders were caUed the 
friends and aflociates of the Romans. 

But though thele provinces formerly had each a di* 
Hindi fovereign, with a peculiar government and laws, 
yet afterw'ards they were all reduced under the dominion, 
of the Dukes of Burgundy, from whom they devolved to 
the Archdukes of Auilria, and lall of all to the Kings of 
Spain, who claim a title to tei\ of them at this day ; but 
the King of France has polTcflioA of a great part: As 
for the other ^’cven, they are quite emancipated and free, 
it being an ellablilhed maxim with them. That the long¬ 
ed fwd/Ou^pves the heft title to a goverrrment ; and, for 
ought 1 fee, principle is pradlifed throughovv the 

w'orld. r “ 

The inhabitants of thd^ Kctherlands arc generally talL 
and llrong bodied people, c\mely, civil, open hearted)- 
courteous, prompt, arid laborious^; more addidted to 
wine than to women, equally forgetful of benefits and. 
injuries, great mi^licians, expert feamen, cunning'^^er* ' 
chants, accurate painters, and very ingenious in all arts ;■ 
they arc not jealous of theii womeO), as moR other 
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ubns are, but fuffer th^m to< iivalk abr^ openly, and 
cbrtrerfe with men in the ftreets : NeitJicr will any of 
thefe females refufe an invitation to a bottle of wine ; as 
foon as you come into any houfe, the daughter of the 
family meets you with a bottle of wine, or other flrong^ ^ 
beverage, - in her band, and drinks it off to you, and if 
yoQ do not very readily anfwer, and pledge her, it paffes 
for a ilgn of rudenefs \rid|ill manners. . 

Thefe people are very rich, by reafon of their mcr- 
chandife and traffic with other nations, for they export 
the product of their foil, and their own manufadtures, 
vending or exchanging them, at a prodigious advantage, * 
in the remoteft regions of the earth. 

They have very ftrong forts and cailles up and down 
the country, with cities which are in a manner inexpug- ^ 
nable. > As for the religion of the Netherlander, the ten 
provinces, which are fubjeA to the King of Spain or 
France, are called Catholics; the other feven leprefent. 
the celebrated tower of Babel, where the languages were 
firft confounded, as Mofes relates ; for fuch is the hodge¬ 
podge and gallimaufry of religions tolerated in Amfter> 
dam, Leyden, and other cities of ^ollancl, and in gene- ' 
ral throughout all the Seven United States; ncidier have « 
they much more regularity end order in other matters.' 
Wonder not, therefore, if my pen obferves no in 

treatin^f a country which is the very civ^Acm, proverb, > 
-^nd centre of ataxy and confufion ; ji<^^evcr, 1 will now 
begin to make more particulai* diftindrioas tlian in the 
former pat t of my letters 

Zealand has a bad air,«cfpccially in the fummer time, 
when the fun exhales linking and infectious vapours 
from the lakes and'pools, of -which ther^ is a great num-;; 
her in that* province; yet it has an excellent foil, abound- . 
in^ witii wheat and other corrl^ alfo with good<*paftttcage ' 
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fat Sheep and cattle. There ie little more to be fa^ 
this province. ; 

Holland has this obfervable in it, that frequeoil^^^ thp' 
earth trembles there under the burden of coaches, .. 
gons, horfes, &c. which is an argument that the gf^und 
is hollow underneath, and full of caverns. To. conftrm 
tins opinion, they' fay, that af cow once -fislling into a 
gap or chafm in the earth, wa^ f^und dead three days 
afterwards in the fea, being kno^vn by the owner to be 
the fame. Hence a pait of Holland, ‘in the language of 
the-country, is called Waterland, which at flrft hearing 
founds like a contradidion ; but they mean by it, a land 
iituated in the waters; for fo indeed the wliole province 
appears to be divided into finall idands by innumerable 
canals, lakes, and pools, that every where expofe them- 
fclves to your eye. This province deferves moft properly 
of all the reft the appellation of Netherland, it being 
funk fo very low, that in many places the feS rifes high* 
er than it, which compels the Hollanders to fortify their 
ihorea with high and ftrung banks, which with great coft 
they continually keep repairecl. 

They have but littl^ corn or fruit of their own growth, 

being fupplied with' thofe things from Germany, Poland, 

and ether countries; but there is an immenfe quantity of 

gfaT 5 Htt*eiourIfh millions of {heep, oxen, and fiorfcsl And 

what I havelHqd of thefe two pt evinces may be'^i. fome 

degree applied toS:‘fi*]^the reft, Friezeland only excepted,r 

which is more fertile of corn, yields abundance of pulfe 

and fait, and Is well clothedWith woodvS. 

% 

As to the manners of thefe people, the Zealander^s aije 
jof a ready wit, provident, and fubtlc, of llatnr« gener¬ 
ally very tall, as^ will appear by a woman of tins pro¬ 
vince, whom William Count of Holland fent to the nup¬ 
tials of Charles the Fair K^r.g of France $ ilie was of 
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height and bulki that the Frtttch looked like 
pigmies or dwarfs in comparifon of her $ and fuch was 
h^i: fttengtby that ^e could lift from the ground abdim, 
’dfili tairy it on her (hotilders, which eight labouring men 
could hardly ftir. ’< 

* It is obferved of Guelders, that it was the hfft of thefe 
provinces whieh' fubmitted to the rifmg fortune of the 
Roman empire, and i^jam tlie firft that ihook off the 
yoke when that empire "was in its wane. 

In Utrecht there are abundance of nobles, who are 
more foft and polite in their converfation than the reft of 
the Hollanders; the women of quality there go veiled. 

The public affairs of all trhefe provinces are managed 
by' thofe whom they call the States General of the Unit¬ 
ed Provinces ; thefe arc a convention or affembly of the 
chief nobles, principal magiftrates, and moft eminent ci¬ 
tizens in every province. 

Courteous efFendi, thefe are the chief things which I 
know of the United Provinces, unlefs thou wouldft have 
me write their complete hiftory, which would be too te¬ 
dious for letters. Accept of my labours, which though 
mean, yet are voluntary, cheerful^iand done at a jerk. 

Paris, 4th of the lath Moon, of the year 1678. 


Yl,~—To ihe 

^ nn f 

1 Hou wilt fay I am all upon the extremes. In mylaft 

' I dragged thee through the* moft dirty, nafty, abjedl val¬ 
ley of all the earth ; 1 mean Holland, with the reft of 
the Un'ted Provinces ; now I am going to lead thee out' 
of thofe fenny bogs, and .give thee a breathing up the fa- 
lubrious hills and mountains of Helvetia or Swifferland. 
It is true'this cannot be don^w'ithout a conliderabk-leap 
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o 4 er many provinces of Germany, part of Lorrain and 
Alface ; but having fpoken formerly of the empire, anil 
from thence in my next, by a kind of natural defeenf, 
fallen into the Low Countries, the confideration of their 
form of government put me in mind of the other repub¬ 
lics In Europe, among which, that of Swlfferland lying 
next to the United States, I chj^fe to make it the fubje£l 
of this letter, deligning to give t\*eelan account of Venice, 
Genoa, Lucca, and the reft in ^er. 

Know then, that Helvetia or SwilTerland was once a 
province of Germany, but now it is a commonwealth fub- 
lifting by itfelf, and not fubje6l to any foreign power ; 
it is divided into thirteen cantons or provinces; I will not 
trouble thee with the names of each diftridl, or with their 
feveral charaAers : The whole country in general looks 
like a great bunch of rocks and mountains, feparated by 
fmall but veiy pleafanc valleys; and though the moun¬ 
tains feem rough, yet their tops and brows llourilh no lefs 
with all forts of trees and herbage, than the faireft plains. 
The inhabitants nourllh abundance of Iheep on them, be- 
lides goats, hinds, horfes, with many other kinds of beafts; 
for there is great plenty of animals in this country, botli 
wild and tame. The air is piercing and ferene; the foil, 
though not of itfelf fertile, yet Is made fo by the induftry 
of ■ndiabitants; in fome jlhrts they have vineyards 
which produce a gfrape of wonderftil delicacy, thc'VvIne of 
which is much efteamed in thofe parts. The lakes alfo • 
and rivers abound with filh of all forts; neither is there 
any fcarcity of fowls, or of ikny thing elfc which imme¬ 
diately ferves the ncceflities of. human life ; only ihingi 
teAdittg to luxury, and other kinds of want6nnefs,vare not 
to be found in this happy region : It is a fecond Scythia 
or Tartary; and indeed the inhabitants of SwilTerland are 
thought to coote out of thdfe more northern regions. 
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^ They have ever been famous for their invincible con- 
^ancy and valour in war; JuliusCxfar himfelf was afraid 
of them, and built a wall to hinder them from going into 
France or Gaul^ when he remembered that JL, Cafiiust 
a Roman conful, was vanquilhcd by them, and his whulq 
army routed. Some authors aiHrm, that in the times of 
old, the inhabitants of tl^ north of Europe were fu pro- 
digioufly multiplied, >haa fome of them were forced to 
feek new feats; where^e, rufhing through Germany, 
and palling the Rhine, they were met by the Gauls, 
whom they overcame and ■ defeated ; upon which news 
the neighbouring nations being terrihed, fent ambafladors 
to them deliring peace : The conqiijerors replied, they 
came not to wage war, or difturb the peace of mankind.; 
tliat they only fought a place to live in quietly, where 
they might manure the ground, without hurting any bo¬ 
dy. Then Helvetia was granted to them, where their 
pofteiity live to tliis day. 

As to the‘manners of the modem Swifs, they aiifwer 
exa£lly the ancient character, being wholly addicted to 
war, hardy to bear all incftiveniencies of hunger, thirft, 
cold, and other afflictions of nature, providence, deftiny, 
or chance ; a little money ferves tfieir turn to defray the 
expences of eating, their . diet being very plain and otv 
dinary, coniilling chiedy of milk and cheefe. , 
are changeable in any thing, it is in wine and other Itronig 
liquors; for you lhall find but mean and fqualid h.Q.v« 
?fcs, and contemptible furniture, and ^ey wear garments 
anfwerable to the r<^{l; but they are given to drink¬ 
ing above meafure; they will epnfume whole days and 
fights fiiccelTively, without intermifflon, in ^eir drunken? 
debauches ; nor can any friendlh^), .bf ^ontraCted arnpng^ 
them, but over tlieir cups; for lie wln> drinks, moft, fnd 
is moft,.jFrqlicfome and deboivir, is taken, for 'of 
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integrity; whereas he that feema timorous of his healthy 
or makes any frivolous excufes, is looked upon as a (neakp 
ing fellow, not worthy of fuch good company; nay, fome- 
tin^es their madnefs grows to that height, as to fet a dag¬ 
ger to his throat who refufes to pledge in his turn. 

And yet after all this reproach, it mull be confdTed 
,that thefe people are very prudent and cireumfpeA, both 
in their private and public alFays; for notwithftanding the 
pleafure they take in liberal co2.''^otations, yet every man, 
when the frolic is over, is intent on his bulinefs,, ufing 
double indullry and diligence- to make, good the expen¬ 
ses of bis laft vanity; they work to drink, and drink 
that they may better work again ; fo in the public, it is 
evident that they arc not defedlive in policy, fince they 
have been able for fo rnanyccnturics of years to maintain 
their union and confederated liberties again ft fo many 
princes who have endeavoured to bring them under a f<>-' 
reign yoke; and not only fo, but fuch is the Angularity 
of their condudl, that the moll mighty monarchs in Eu¬ 
rope are glad to enter into a league with them, and fend 
ycarl) vaft fums of money. *■ 

.Thou wilt noi, after what I have faid, expe^ to And 
in SwilTerland the riclies of Arabia and Babylon, nor the 
reft of the luxurious and magnificent fuperftuities of the 
E^.'^i^the Atuation of the countiy, and .nature of ,the 
foil, denies thefe glittering vanities; it is fufQcieijk-.that it 
brings forth enough to nouriHi the inhabitants. 

They fear no f^-eign invafion, both on the account 
this, national poverty, and the iitaccclTible heights of the 
Alps, with which they arc on all fides environed, 

.wall; add to this, the invincible refolution of the peppk, 
who abhor and fear fubje^ion more than death itftlf; fo 
that no prince ih Europe dares, or thinks it worth 
while to carry a war into ^his country, knowing, 





jie‘ (hould conquer it, tkc revenues, with ftlkthe fpoil of 
HtH new-grotten poflfenions, would not counterbalance the 
-Spences of one.fllort camp^iign ; Behdes, their iHitou id 
and dole, that it is almod impoffible to break .or 
diffolve it^ Then the)' have fome very ftrong cities, caf- 
forts, and other places of defence, which would give 
’nO'fmall diverfion and inoumbrance to him who ihouid 
undertake ■ fuch an expecytion. In fine, fuch are their 
^ihctirndances, tliat all iwic Courts round about them 
think it fafer to court this untamcable nation, than to 
threaten 'dr huff them. 

I will relate 'to thee a ftory by way of indance Or ex- 
*ample, from whence thou mayed comprehend more clear¬ 
ly the humour of this people. 

In former times, as I have already laid, Swifferland 
was a province of the German empire, or at lead reputed 
" fo ; and there were certain prefedls or goveriiors fet over 
them by Caefar, one fiiccceding another ; fume of thefe, 
for their infolencc, were driven out of the nation, other's 
were killed by reafon of their tyrannous and cruel prac¬ 
tices. Among the red, dne of thefe governors, being 
difgtiflcd at a certain' Swifs, commanded him to be yoked 
with oxen that drew burdens in a cart; but when neither 
by fair nor foul means t-hc%«!Ould force him to this vile 
'condefceiirfOn,he commanded his eyes to be put out, -wMidi 
was do«e accordingly. This was murmured at; but be¬ 
ing the hrff effay of his cruel difpofition, they winked 
/at it.' 

■A'while after, the fame governor commanded a woman 
iff her httiband’s abfence, to prepare a hot bath for him, 
'WUichtwheri the tihafte matron refiifed to perform tiff her 
Itufbanid came home, he' ftruck' her dead with an axe. 
This alfo, though he^htening the edidler of the Swifs, 
‘was pa0ed by m is&editation fuliare revenge* 
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At lad he grew fo fooliHily proud and imperious, that 
walking one day in the ftreets of the city, he ftuck his 
cane in the ground, and placed his turban or bonnet 
thereon, commanding all that pafTed by to give honour 
to it, which when a certain honed Swifs refufed to do, he 
commanded him to (Irikc off an apple from his foil’s head 
with a (hot from his crofs-bow; the good father for a 
long time refufed thus to ha/aW his fou’s life; but being 
overcome by the tyrant’s impf.i'unate menaces, he rather 
ventured to truft to providence the life of his fon, than to 
facrihee both that and his own to the implacable malice 
of a barbarian;; fo he fliot, and hit the apple off, without 
touching his fon’s head. The governor feeing thi.s, and 
taking notice that he brought two arrows with him, allc- 
cd him the reafun of it; to whom the Swifs anfwered. 

If I had /hot anijfii, and hurt my fon with the fir/l ar¬ 
row, I was rcfolved to have pierced thy heart with the 
fecond,” Upon this all the peoj)lc gave a ihout, and run- 
ning together, feized upon the governor, and tore him to 
pieces ; neither would they ever afteiwards endure or ad* 
mit any man into their eliie^ from the emperor, unlefshe 
came in the quality of an ambalTador. 

Serene mintiler, if tlicfe memoirs are in the lead ac¬ 
ceptable to thee, it iij but to command, and thou flialt 
find I have a flock not eafy to be cxhaufled. 

Adieu, adieu, for the prefent. May the cm tains of 
God’s pavilion he^unfurled about us, to flereen us fron^ 
the injuries of demons who hunt by night for mortals ; 
for it is now Uieir hour. 

Paris, 6th of the 2d Moon, of the Year 1679. 
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VII.—Ttf Dgnet Oolou at Damajkut* 

T . » . 

X COULD hardly believe my own eyes, when I Hrfl read 
thy letter, and underftood that thou art turned hufband* 

I 

man at laft, and fettled in a place the moll dele^ble on 
earth, the very centre and rendezvous of all pleafures, and 
whatfuever Is agreeable y> mortals. Thou art a wary 
man, refglvcd to be fure if one paradife at Icaft, though 
it be by mortgaging thy ,jtle to the other; thou wilt not 
fulFcr God Almighty to go upon tick with*thce| nor truH 
all his piomifcs for heaven in reverfion ; yet 1 cannot dif- 
commend thy cautioufnefs; we know not what ihall be- 
fal us afteniidcathy an^ therefore nature prompts os to fe- 
cure to ourfdveg fome fhare of happinefs In this life, and 
to antedate the tmeertainties of a future blifs, by carving 
out our own heaven on Jhls fide the grave. However, I 
wifh thou mayeit not furfeit on thy prefent* enjoyuients, 
and fo render thy foul incapable of the voyage to eternal 
beatitude. 1 tell thee, my Itlgnct, thou art a bold man, 
to \ enture on a place by choice, which the meflenger of 
Gijd pnrpofely rnuuiiod as 4he mofl; dangerous uii earth ; 
but t y^'oiild not difeourage thee ; that city was then in 
the hands of infidels, a fj^at of prdtanatioii and idolatry ; 
now it is fanfliiicd by the prefence of true believers, by 
the preaching of the law brought down from heaven, '■'ul 
by the morqiies of pLtfe^ holinefs. 

As for the raaniiei of life thou had made choice of, I 
^liighly applaud it, as the moft primi<ive,^innocent, de¬ 
lightful, and happy above all others; many gieat princes 
and kings have exchanged the toilfomc glory, and royal 
fatigu|s of empire, fur the fwcet tranquillity and cafe of 
a country farm, and wholefome cxercifes of ngnculture : 
^hus pioclefian, a Roman emperor, quitted his tlirone 
for the fake of a pnvate life, gnd thufe hands which bad 
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been accuftomed to wield the faeptre, became at laft vo¬ 
luntarily familiar with^fcl fpade, the plough, and the har¬ 
row ; fo the grand Cyrus, monarcli of the Perfiaiis, uftd 
to boaft of the gardens planted and fowed with his own 
hands ; and it is certain, that the Fabii,-the Lentuli, the 
Ciceros, the Piftjs, with many of the noblefl; families in 
ancient Ivomc, derived their \‘amcs from thofe.kind of 
vegetables which they fignify, \and wdiich their fathers 
look dehj^ht in planting. * 

How many great authors have written in praife of buf- 
bandry ? Attains and Archelaiis, two kings, extolled it ; 
Xenophon and Mago, two generals, patronifed it ; and 
Oppian the jRjet celebrates it in verfe, behdes Cftto, Varro, 
Pliny, Columella, Virgil, and many others!^ Some have pTa- 
ced fupreme felicity in this kind of life ; Virgil pronoun¬ 
ces huPoandmen fortunate, and Horace calls them blclfcd; 
herifce It was, that the Deljjhic oracle declared a certain 
man, named Aglaus, to be the happieft of all mortals, be- 
•caufc he was bufied in nothing but manuring and culti¬ 
vating a little farm,,never molelling himfelfwith vain cares 
®r pafhons, nor increaling thfe miffries of human life, by 
tampering with forcigjj and unneceflary pleafurcs, vhich, 
though full of blaudilhments, and fweet in the front, yet 
carry a fling in their tail, embittering all our joys. 

'"ihou art fituatc in the mod plcafanl fuburb of .Damaf- 
cus ; for I have furveyed that city, and all its precincts, 
with no fmall curiofity ; the houfc is encompafled with 
lovely gardens and ireadows ; it was formerly the feat of 
Abul Mecharib, the famous flicpherd, who took fan€lu- 
zry there from the perfecution of Ifmael, beglerbeg of 
Diarbckir. * 

Thou knoweft the ftory, and I need fay no moie than 
to wifh thee as good fortune in poflefling that rich fpot 
of ground as he had, who, as it is recoiled in the regHler 
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of Damafcue, died wofth an hundred purfcaof gold, moil 
of it got by the inCreafc of his cattle in tliofe lucky fields. 

For my^part, 1 cannot pretend to Ikill in tliefe diings« 
but it appears to me like a good omen that thy prcdefiCf- 
•dbn was fo profperous in that farm. 1 advifc thcc to take^ 
his meafiircs, and ftock thy gtound with fheep, oxen, ca¬ 
mels, horfcs, and other a*iimals of profit; think it no 
fcorn to follow an employment ennobled by the examples 
of Romulus and Remus, the firft foundd's fi.f the Romaiv 
empire, of Paris^he fon of Priamus, of Anchifes tHe fa¬ 
ther of jdtneas, of Endymion the beloved of Diana, who, 
were all herdfmen or (hepherds; fo was Polyphemus and 
Argus, fo was Apollo, who tended the flocks of Adme- 
tus King of Thcflaly. What (hall I fay of Mercury, the 
firfl inventor of the hautboy, ♦and prince of fliepherds, 
and of Proteus, another divinity ? Was not Ibrahim, the 

father of muifulmans, a hcrdfni^>;.and Mofes the prh^het « 
^ * • 

familiar with God, and David the prince of poets ? In a 
word, my friend, the moft illuftrious heroes among the • 
ancient Greeks, Romans, and other nations, were all 
keepers of flicep, goats, ojftn. See. as the Arabians are 
at this day, with the Tartars, and pthcr nations of the 
Eait. * ■ 

Doubtlcfs the rural life, as it is the moft ancient, fo it 
affords the fincereft plcafnres, and moft unrepented joytf* 
in nature, provided a man enjoys it with innocence and 
jilftice ; but I would have thee avoid the common temp- ' 
ifations to which this klsid «f life is limre^Xpofed than 
any other, that is, hunting and fowling ; thefc are really 
deteftable excrcifes, tragical fports, and altogether inhu- - 
ma#; it is a labour unworthy of man, to watch from day 
to*day, and One night after ^other^ the haunts of our 
fellow-animals, that we may deftroy them; it is a cruel 
pleafure that mufl: be*malntaified at the expence of fo . 
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much innocent blood* 9nd a barbarous triumph* to infuLt: 
over a poor mangled bare* hind* afjter you have 
ra0ed them up and down tjiiq^cpuatry for inaiiijrdiQurii tOf 
gether, with an ar my of dogs and men. ~ *,,•. 

It. is. re^iprded that the Thebans were tli*s firil invent¬ 
ors of jthis, unhappy fpori, ar nation infamous for deceit, 
thefts* perjuries, murders, and tnex-fts, from wlipm it paff- 
ed to the Phiygi^s, ,a people no lefs vricked, but ,moie 
foolilh and eafy,^ight and credulous, and for that reafon 
they Vere defpifed by the' Athenians and Lacedemonians 
.^at fir^ f hoiyever* thofe graver nations in a Httle ttrpe 
learned the tradtr of hunting of them* fo infe^Ious is the 
company and very neighbourhood of ill (n^^n* fo prevalent 
tlic examples of fuch as are bold to lea^.the way in new 
paths of vice. ,#.<*. . ’4 - 

By the,.Ood whom' I adore, my. it appears .tp 

me fo foolifb <a pafUme*.v«ii exendfe imbecoihmg the 
majefty of agitational fpirit, to ruji yawltng with a-parcel 
of bounds* perhaps a whole 4 ay .together, after feme 'fi- 
inorous animal* that 1 wonder men are not aflumed to 
pradtife it* efpecfally great Snen and princes* wbe:/lloald 
excel oth^ in ihe. ji^iyce and-clemency, of their naiOre; 

. .yet thefe are moft guilty of rapine» injurus,' aitdipoiL 
' My dear friend* ^itate Jiot tlieif pernicious- exanOpless, 
/>^k. tread in the.fteps .of and holy.s.men* whom the 
birdajanii bealls would ^ey -at a nod^ hecaiife they could 
' not fmcil the’ kaft odour of evil in them. How many pao- 

< pheta have b :..n fi^ by ravens* hinds, cats, and other hni^ 
mak 1. Nay* the very ferpentt and dragons of the deikit, 
with thCi amphibiout moollera- of ^gypt* have .qttiutd 

Li their native ven.om» .to ferve an iittiocent man and-wirn 
'. Omer the caliph was hard p^iirfued - by- a troop of 
ivtian idolaters* .^vtu to the banks of the Nik,- he com- 

< manded a crocodile* which he fpied io .the to cpQie 



^ '"I## Yi4£lt!nl^ ' 




. 1.25 


ferry- lltirtv over on his baek,'^nd the'b^aft 
was obedient to hk word ; doubtlefa this' was^ iin^lar 
grace in the dumb di^eature, and hre was tranflated to |>a- 
radife, if our doctors fay true. ■ **■ . . 

’ Dgnetj ibi'd thee adieu, and wifh'thce a plentiful har- 
veft, which is the moft feafouablc prayer I can make for 
thee at this time of the. yJar. • 

Parish r^til of the zd Moorij' of ttie Year t'679. 


VlII.~Td AfcHMFT CupRiOrcLi,' the MoJ^ Esaltcd'^M 

Sage P'tftet A%m% 

7HB face of here in the Wed is’ now quite chang¬ 
ed; a general peace is edablidied between tbe'NaEArenc 
l^riticeaaad dfitttS': IP^ce^^^hich'‘a while ago vfak at 
itibital jars with the -Hbllanders, Spaiin;^.and»ithe Ger man 
empire, a lately reconciled to^’^them, wKild new fijend- 
fhipa and alliances have bitfiiihfd' all thoughts of former 
enmities and feuds. This^year commences -a civil jubOee 
inHurope.^i 

• uThere Has been a treaty' of peat^ in agitation at Nime- 
gulnyiand conferences held abopt it any time thefeioor 
ofV3ive;.years^ whereof X formerly gave a hint in oae of 
myrieuetsvto the IhwrtCw' The conclufion of it is cwOtg 
^to^thctpoweiKulmadiaticiihof the-King of Great-Britain, 

■'who is made* guarantee'of the arlicltsj.and the fubmiffivtf 

* 

addiipfes'Of'Jthd ' Bi^op of Straibiifg ..th e King'-iof 

«Fm«>ccr contributed not a litile to tlic univ«-rTal agree- 
-for thif great 'monatieli irilow in. hia-^dvaucea to- 
■ wur^^air accommodation with'thoi#i'wbcr bay-e injured 
*luBii' or his'alllie affe^ io^Miimte theftately refdrv- 
#dnefR of thi^ T^aftcni prin*!.ci-, thinking liik majeily would 
he vic4.ate<^ fhou]d he condefeend tod Toon,, and .e»;-too 
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ealy'terms, to the proj^ofals of his neighbours ; he ha# 
•learned tj^s from the maxims of the fublime Porte, the 
refuge of mankind, whofe arms arc’ever‘open to receive 
and^mbrire all that fue for the Grand Signior’s friend- 
ihip and prote6lion, in a way not intrenching on the 
gloiy of the Ottoman houfe, a family deftined to fubdue 
the world. ^ 

This temper of the French king is fo well known and 
obferved in thefe parts, that h^ has got a new charaAer 
by it both among fortignyrs and thofe of his ov?n na¬ 
tion y for they fpare not to call him, The Moil Chriftian 
Turk, by way of mockery ; and this is the fatirical ftyle 
* even of his fiibjc^s, in their feditious cabals, when thejR 
are a little warmed with wine, and ea^i man as great as 
A king himfelf in his own conceit. 

By the fwift flafhes of lightnings which caufe the heart 
to pant, and[^dazz]e the eyes of mortals; by the ailonifli* 
ing noifc of thunder, which raifes the vaponts of the 
fpleen, and liMs us with h^’^ocliondriac dread, I fwear the 
King of France is a* great hero, and deferves the honour 
which tliefc infidclfliiave iinfcVgnedly done him, in liken¬ 
ing him to the uudoul^ed arbiter of the earth; he redly • 
determines the differences and quaiTels of a great part of 
it; and though he be a 'Clfrillian in profeffion, and Ityled, 
Tiie“Eldeft Son of the Church, yet he is no enemy to 
the* followers of Mahomet, who vouchfafe him thqjr 
jriendfhip ; Thou kiioweft he is the mott prithitive ally of 
tht' J0ttonjar» ■ c^ipirc among the weftern princes of the 
law of Jefus ; he. has eftabh’fhed a more remote friend*^ 
Ihip; for the fake of commerce, and fprftading his re- 
npwn, with the Or«nd Mogul, and the King of Perfia ; 
his fame ftrikes all tMI 'Bafl: with admiration and refpe£f,t 
for they have heard of his continual victories and fuccefT- 
fol exploits, even to the utxnoft borders of.tb6 contineut^ 
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yet tbe fame fortune procures him only the fpite and en¬ 
vy of the princes in the Weih ^ 

* However, they are glad to diffemble their malice at 

this juncture, and enter into an agreement with him^ al- 

■'•moft upon his own terms. - 

The treaty between France and Holbynd was plibliihed 

in this city on the firft of ^he tenth moon, the year pre* 

cedent: Now to aifure the world that there is a perfeft 

amity and peace, the ipufeh have Cent th^r ambalfadors 
« 

extraordinary, to acknowledge, that the king has prefer¬ 
red the repofe of Chriftendom to the glory which bk 

vi£lorious arms*acquired him, and that the United States 

• • 

«f the Low Countries being the firft who have felt the ef¬ 
fects of his generofity, they thought •tliemfelves obliged 
to prevent others in the earliiiefs of tlieir application* 
Yefterday was alfo pubBfhcd the peace between Fmace 
and ibe emperor. ' ^ . 1 '■ 

1 take my conge, moft magnanimous viHer, and friend 
of France, in the humbled pofturc of adoration, wiOiing 
thee honour, riches, add pleafurcs which diall have no 
end. • " 

Paris, 27th of the 4th Moon, of the Tear 1679. 


IX.—To Meh^M ET, 


an exiled J^unuch, at j^caire 
Egypu 



HERE are certain critical periods id ou^Sfves, whether' 
ordained by fhte, or falling*^dut in an eternal circulatioA - 
of chances, 1 ^am not able to detewiine ; but this T 
ceive, that at fuch feafons, fomething very ftrange and 
unufual happens to us, above or befide the ordinary courfc 
of nature, or at lead appearing fo to me. 1 will not- 
prex^nd" to unravel the v^eb Rif defttnyi or deferibe thei 
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ii££iDii^rdienfil:(!e fbicn of t1iat artliRce Which has fram- 
edlhc woUds; I wfll not tuidertake to difeover the fc- 
crets of God, the myftefics of nature, and thofe^'tWn^ 
WrKith arc, iinde^'a feal^ (hut up from mortals in inftrdita- 
ble datkfni^fs; T will iiot,^y a vain prefumptidn and iht- ' 
||iduB lirogancb) claim to myfelfthe right of omnifcicnte, 
^d^ive'into other men^s conititutions and thought; fu& 
hce it^that 1 coihprehend my own. 

Thou knoweft, my Mehemdc, that 1 have been a man 
W many circumftanccs, fubjeft to various changes and 
vici^tddes in this mortal ftate ; my life has been alter- 

checkered with good and evil; firtuc and vice 
isieve hkd their turiis in the feries ^bf my a^^Iohs,. prbfpe- 
ifty^hnd adverfity Ih the courfe of mf years; and I would 
fain hnd out the man thft can with truth bd^ll tlie con- 
‘Doubtlefs'we are aU bom to the adWhtures which 
•happen' In^|^^ 'pell-thell of'hitman eonverfation : ^ates- 
errarit encounter ohc 'atiother; fometimes they are agree¬ 
able and complaifant; at otheif feafonS they will clafh and 
tilt, break lances, draw fwords, and all the weapons of 
nature’s pride and fury Ihall be ufed in mere defence of 
idiofyilcrafieB, conceiti, antipathies, felf-intereft^ pfeferva* 
tion, or any thing but what is generous ahd'go'od.' ^ 

* O horrid ftate of men't a life to be deplored bey'd’nd 
ihe fava^e courfd^ of Ifons, tigers, Wolves',' and otiier 
licafts of prey, who always, in cxtrem'eft hungCri' fpare 
-^heir proper‘fpecies ! ' Yet man, in pCrfeoiKvantdnnefSy 
‘’devours hi9>4^rothe'r, and glories in his' cruelty and In-' 
’jttftice. 

for me, I have hot been giiilty df ahybf tliefe 
black crimes,\vhich make a riot in tlie tranquillity of the 
fbul,'d1fturb its peace, darkbn iks light, and cover it with 
'a cloud of guilty, dcfperaie thoughts. No ; if T have 
been enemy to any body, ifc hat been fd myfilf; fhe yory 
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ji^rojas u|age ; .niuch le£| w^ul4,1 tprnient one, 
of c^r Uu^a^g^Tacc,; but I h^ve hud my‘ fr^ties as Avdl 
other ,inea«>a(i4 there ii; all can be. £34^,qf it. 
ar,t ^quiiinted wi^li rny temper, .i^ud;-flpbodyji,i:^^s s^y 
wprfe., It is true I have bad to abitridaoce ^ 

.‘peop!4 in my life time ; i have biiUcfir^J:* lipin^dt.iambe^f 
and fometimes foxed it in the.,wq||d ^ J 
fued l^e qh^^.of nature ;• com^iUfe, I l^avc 

•made no l^ulksju the appointments of fate,, pr^eyef^qt 
tUo^terqal 4 «ft*ny to a fband,} I ,never, halted, r^^pgjgl^d, 
or fr^m^d. a itumble ^t a g<eneic:|^ and no^j^tjop,. a 
bold and go^ik^ ,entf ^prife } but from, my arad||:. I dif 
dained and cheriAidd, infant a^horrencea for an, inhumao, 
barbarpusy perhcbouB, cowardly thought. ^ 

Indeed,, I ^have be^n too,gipat ,a, lomrof, good com* 
pany> too cafy, ile^ble,.,i^i||d«fr^ iti drinking, .wine, ^and 
other incbpaling Jiquors, whofe^pfe js taught froav l^ea- 
yen, and is the genuiop,.produi^\ . of^ernal .reaCgn^; bu*: 
the excefs is fpre derived from, heU, the'Jc^t of evel,il^Ut3^r 
,evlh vanity, and errgy. And yet to whom, *ur to \-uut 
caufc pi* pri^jplcs, ,fhall I pfcribc the many extrava^^an- 
cles of ki^d ,t.hat , have .<^p^m4ted ? I, that tiave 
fMfferdd.the tbaws of a, thoufend. PVtrid fevers, let all 
ja'Jical* elTential, neceflary , juiods, and humouag, 
(thpugit njty^r fp well and firmly congealed by the force 
.excejj^nt znd happy cpnllitutiop, ^,bo4y) .mejS 

'and diffolye.avray, in horrid fluxes,. &c. rafljgr 

than baulk my friends', or the Grand ^gnior’s cau^, 
^atlter, than %ak ,^way fromjjpon^ companjiops, in a prin¬ 
ciple of fordidpjruincc.! .To fpcak ^ no ftarter 
.from the iuipe of^tbe gl^pc, Wjhen .i;j; . is handed to me, by 
of ^fcnfc and good humour, cifpeci^y when it is tp 
.%.“TfeTV4?g?>} and 1.J[;nQyr i^ot.how'to 
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that, fervice better, at fome times, than bj giving nature 
an efcapade, as the Frenth call it, from the too fevere 
reftraiiits of conftant fobriety: I was not feat to Paris, 
that 1 (hould lead the life of an hadgi, but to dive in* 
to the.,fleets of the infidels, which a man cannot do bet* 
ter than- over a of generous wine, for that unlocks 
the cabincta of the heart, and reveals all fecrets. 

1 tell thee plainly, ,j^hemet, I drink wine liberally 
and frequently, finding no devU in the qualify of ij,, but 
pnbf^in the excefs ; and fuch a devil appeared to me lafl; 
week, in the night-time ; 1 had caroufed it like a Ger- 
maaVfoR'fo^ whole d%ya together, in order to the carry- 
it^ on ail intrigue of moment, yet 1 found m^felf no 
ways difordered, neither could any -bo'dy elfc perceive, by 
one falfe Hep in my carriage, that 1 was more than cf- 
vifiy and cheerfully elevated* 

It was the liotiefi feafon in all the jear, which prompt¬ 
ed me, and thofc that kept me company, to regale our- 
fclves after the moft^refrefhing.mapner we could invent ; 
our drink was aaartificml,mixture of the wine, water, the 
juice of lemons, odoriferous c and eephalic herbs, fruits, 
and wbatfoever elfe could render it cooling and delicious 
io the palate, medicinal to the brain, heart, and fio- 
mach. , - . ^ 

«i 1 will not detain thee in impatience with any mgye 
particularities, only 1 thought lit. necefiary t|» acquaint 
ihhee withfthe.me^od of my dnaking, thatirihou mayeil 
n)i 9 ^,«ccmrate judgment on ihe CPnfequence 
«0|iioh'i going to relattu . * ' * 

It was io the evening of the day dedicated to Saturii 
by‘the Gentdeiv.^ which is thefame as the Jews-Sabbath); 
‘ Ohr dripking'-ended -die dky and 1, ia a very me¬ 

lancholy honioar', went to bed} ,1 flept till midnight ppi- 
fcundly, but then awakiag^.1 was fuipri|^ with lif .ap- 
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parition of 90 old man, much reStxohUag myfelfi he 
feemed to look very ftudious, and full of* care* fitting, in 
a chair, and leaning on the tables in jnfi; fuch an -habit 
as I wear, with fuch a beard, and every thing that can 
be called my true portraiture ; I lay znufiog and v gazing 
for the fpace of about twenty mii^tal^ on this amazing 
objc6i ; I n^ilercd up alb that little pbtlofog^y I am ma* 
fier of, to coniider the nature ^^the phantaCm ; I argu> 
ed with myfelf, fummoned all my reafon, .fiibpaasacd my 
fenfcs, fat up in the bed, took*my polvita, reache<!^my 
head as far as I could without tuoabiing out of the bed, 
and tlie more I roufed m^eif, the plainer did thia^fami' 
liar figure* of myCeJ^ appear by the tight of a lamp .wliich 
always burns in my cha^pbcr. ^ ^ 

Yet being naturally incredulous of the common dories 
of ghjlLs, apparitions, hobgoblins, .X^diU Xufpcf^ 
that 1 was either all this while in a dream, or at lead, if 
awake, that thy imagination was vitiated and impofed upt* 
on ;wwhcrefore, to fatisfy rnyfelf ihsose thoroughly,* 1 
jumped out of the bed; no. fooner had my. feet touched 
the- floor of 'the -chati>iber,- 4 >ut a' facred .hcoror poiTefled 
my nerves; 1 trembled at the now more appareat.viiioa ; 
^however, r^fumtng coutage, and'reflglting myfclf to God, 
t went forward, and approached fo near the uncouth 
fpedtre, that it was within the reach of my hand, which 
, 1' ftretehed forth to touchdt, thinking tins way to unde- 
eeive myfidfbut, O my* Mehemet 1 no tongM nor pf"^ 
can ever expt^ the dreadful rnetamoi^/^ 1 faw 1 for 
in dead of the fame face which*; 1 &w before, my eyes 
iVete now acceded with the dreadful countenance of a 
■ lion, gnnthing his teeth, and darting perfe^ fparks of 
dre from -^hh hdides the horrid .twirling of -his 

head, and manly heard, with aU the ‘caber natural ino* 
tions of that'aoidial in its Bgreeaefs* 
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^ I .know not would hnve become^ of mcr if a 
20od*natarcd bad f»Qt coitip in to my relief^ who 
peeped and grinned upon me over thn lion’s diooldera 4 
ifay» thought J0 if you arc fo merry in fuch company, 1 
will no^ 4 <dujdi you, good Mr* Ape! and fo«I fairly 
took my Iccpcl IflD^d my back, and went to bed ageing 

It is imik^atiue not to be afraid, or (hr^nk from the 

imagination of a ghod ov fpe^re, or what you plekfe to 

call jt, for*l am fatished there is no more than pure ima^ 

gkftion in it} but 1 retked in complaifaoce to my own 

fanoy, which I perceived was upon the creative frolic t 

haji^, If ftpod ftillt perhaps a driigon had darted next, or 

Ibuie more dreaddil animal; or it h q^jiftblc I- had been 

terrified with a li^rd ofdynxes,l^paids, tigers, bears, and 

whatfoevei elfe is favage and morofe in nature; for I tell 

thee I wai^then in a condition to paint the walls with 

any figure which fitould rile within my overheated 

brains. > 

« 

*At fuch a time there «*ei*emifilpns from the eyes|»for« 
cible AS the penoils of a brnnev; a maa/ls fermented op¬ 
tic pervei wiUdraw the portrastnre of faints or devils, or 
any thing that can be namedy except the Everlaftuig 
Somqoe of aU thii^. ^ <. t 4 

He indeed is altogether tneffable, iwrho cannot be id-' 
prejQed by tongufisfM; pen# or by any other way, but hui»* 
ble negativesthere runsra lUent fountain by the door of^ 
^ tte^ndou8,and invtelate roeds, of which the cadratc 
mgris drin]^.«CTtain fet appointed feafoiM,«nd then the 
uofvei;^ is all inebruited witb*the reverfion of his cop ; 
fprjt is the ceremony lof thfr>€<Hirt nhose^ ihat he fimuld^ 
leave no fnnffs or fupernaculums behind him, but fouter, 
them abroad* W tmat the thdrily world below^ Blei&d 
is the maa who has a ihare in thh celeftial ^oaipoc» 
tioiK 
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‘ Ptfdofi the for thUs digrefling in piety j tof we 

ought hot to name the High aud Holy^One Wi^out ad¬ 
ditional revtrence. * i t ^ if 

In fliorty i lay but the fpacO of half ah hhuv facing 
on this odd kind of appai;|tIon, whioh< htrd hUvwt^faakd 
my phyfiognomy again ; at Ictfl; it toiliflfAd oli'pit ft (hd- 
den, wiiilft my eyes werd idtontly fixed npdtf it. It is 
impoffifale to exprefs exa^ty the* manner hoiirit^i^peftT- 
ed; but according to the•beiV idea, and «iprdpefrftft form 
of words 1 have, it feemcd to be difpcrfed juft (It ft^fnioke 
or vapour is refylved of rarqjfled into the purer Air, >at as 
th|; 4 noon*s pale light, which fhinet within your chamber, 
Is unawares extinguifhed in appearadte^by fome intetveu^ 
ing cloud; fo did this fpe^it fade and melt ftway* 

If thpu wilt have my judgment in this cafe, 1 think 
there was nothing tn it but the pure force tud enei^y of 
my o«er-agitated fpints, which daited the iihprefllOh of 
their own ideas on the next foHd body that was witinn 
the fpherc of their adzvityi ‘The air itfelf at*^pcha>t{me 
is more than orcHnary flexible und du£kile | ‘4t yields by 
fympathy, and is eobfoimaWe'to,the franflefit image | ft- 
helps to patch up >tha defS^ an^ ragged forms ei out^ 
frail fancies^; millions of atoms run to rti^e the w^dten*^ 
edfaalfvfpent efflux of th^r attmfliire and magnetic ^kln« 
dred pavticles ^ peil«>mell they ^ufli togichel^ yekftdl kitbi 
thtirptoper^nkiawithoiit diforder or confuflonk every^ 
one ftops a: gap, prevents a vacuum, and fO'the abebtiv^ 
figure is completed. Nature ts fometimewp^^ed thus tb 
divert hcrfelf with M^e chimeras s even da tifis vKftW 
of ours was formed, if we may beliWe DAnoetitbs and* 
Epicurus. * » . ' ^ t 4 * ^ 

•' Thou and I> fby dear MebSmet, lam but two diffet^tf^^ 
lumps of panidcs, tadsed and ftltcbed*aud g^ed to^ 
gether by the birdlime of chapee* 



*34 


LETIEHS tinUTTBH BY Vol. VllK 


1 wtfh,' when that gljevr ftall be diifoked, we may fcatn- 
per at large in the endlefs element of ligh^* 

‘ Paris, 3d of the 7th Moon, oi the Year 1679. 



—To the Calides^qu£r of Roindi. ' 

M Y*mind is at this time in an aftral dlfpofition, as they 
call it,'tetider, and reccptive*of any imprcffions j I am 
like a‘ yoiVng libcttine newly converted from his lewd 
cotfrfe's anjJ imjiiety, whofe heart a devout compunftion 
aiid YemoHte of fm l^as foftened, opened, and, as it Wore, 
diifdlved like wax, fo that ft becomes equally capable of 
any new ftamp, whether of^vice or virtue. Thus pliable 
and duiftile am I at prefent, through a kind of ’(fatal fu- 
pinenefs or inaftivity of fpirit, which takes from me the 
poweY of forming one' fubftantlal, lively thought of my 
own, or exerting any ftrong and laborious aft of reafon, 
yet. at thesfame time lays me ppln to the invalion of all 
foreign ideai, and^expofes me to be taken captive by e- 
very bold afguenent, or fly^mbufh of human fophiftiy. 
In a word, I am of ^ fudden fo weak and, unmortified, 
that 1 dare not enter the field of religfbus controveriics, 
or fo much as ftand and behold tlitf battle between the 
filfietent feft^ thht are p'erpetually difputing againft one 
another in the world, left a randoih rtlbt fr#m one party 
•%)r'other (hould reach my unguarded foul, and give ihy 
irttelleft a ftim tSil wound. 

Forbearing therefore to enlarge iirgiving thee a parti- 
cuhf account of all the tiice differences that arc of late 
yefars fpriirtg up among thdife weftemanfidels, in matters 
cjf bpinioh and church difcipltnt, T wfHorfy'inform thet 
in ftiort, "that thofe who firft revi^ted from the 'Biihop of 
R6tne, ftill retained'an mviolable attach aoddutifuS re«c^ 
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for their own natiQnal biihopSi fubnaittiug to ihcir 
conduct, and owning them as fathers and guides of their 
rel’peciive churches. * 

BiA as there is no end of divihons, when once the uni- 
'ty of a people is broken, |WhIch is the only cement that 
fallens all focieties, fo this firiil feparatiuli frgA the Ho¬ 
man cpifcopacy focn begal another from all cpifcopacy 
in general, through .moll of the reformed or' Protellaut 
nations in Europe, efpechdiy in Sypiland,^he theatre, of 
many bickerings and auiutoiitics on this account, of 
bloody combats,, and civil wftrs, and .finally, now in this 
year, the ilage of a barbarous murder cominittod on the 
ptrfon of the chief mufti, or archbi^op of that nation. 

He was a man of an accurate and extraordinary fpirjt, 
and in his very youth gave early masks of a refined ge¬ 
nius in fciences, to which he brought no fmall reputation 
and honour through the vallnefs of his abilities, in's 
profound judgment, and dexterous fagacity in all things 
that he undertook. .4. . . 

This is the charafier given him by thoie of his .natioo 
refident here in Parish of sn'lioni there are always great 
numbers ; and the Kings of'France were formerly never 
without a fele^l: guard' of Scots about their - perfojis 
which cuftom had been obferved ever lioce the reigns of 
Charles the Great, and of Achaius Kmg of the Scotsf 
betw;ecn wbtm this w'as^^recd upon in a foiemn league^ 
aud was obferved through the reigns of <hit;>aod«foit]£ 
Kings of France^ and fix-aod-forty of S'' 9 J 4 |iud. jTbe 
^ots alfo ufed to fend.them auxiliary forces m time of 
war; nay, fo great was the alfecfion, and fo condant the 
fidelity of tlat people ^o the French, that when at one 
time a war has threatened France, they haye drawn it in* 
to'thdr own country^ Imve fufiered the fOfsof ten thou* 
(and lOOu iu oue battle, andjCccn their king taken cap* 
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tt^ f at aootbfIs tff»c> %i»Sing ,fgp- French againft 
EngUih, though inhah^ing.thie ^ipe Jiflfuid with them ^ 
fidveSf fhe^ Cave had fourji^o thoufaqd of their foldu^di^ 
whh thehvjhingi hRhd upoi^ the ijpot. 

^ «A4d thj|t might be|wanting to confirm and e* 

ftaUiQv ’hieidihip p/,nations, it was cuftomary to 
taake reciprocal manlages ond with another, that Co the 
Fi^noh and 'Scots blood might ba rautpaUy ipUed in 
both) cOtfQtnes. ^ • 

‘ Thus il^cwis XX> when he Dauphin of France,, 
i3|*prncdjI4m:garet, ^lai:^ht^ of James L Xing of 3cot- 
Wd; aft^idi. titpe the gmpdaei and courtiers of France, 
in imitaitiion of thc^^phb’a ^ex^plci (fueh 19 the foic^ 
0- Flinch Cjoroplatfance) mluried above an hundred and 
lorty ^cotaiadie^.of aUudvions li^iith and quality, among 
whom were two fiilers of the Scots queen, one becom* 
w4fc 0 thc^ukf’-of djit|JqFjic|tag;“*> ^he othcij to 
the Opput^of* Flapders : The ^Scots nobility,, on the o» 
^hhrh^qd, married nvtny, ladies ^ great extrac¬ 

tion^ tranfporting Ihqiato Scotland, ^herc they fettled 


affd kqrtf chjldr^n. ^ o ^ 

\ ThaJ^mgs of France being ipo^cd with gratitude for 
the,frequent aids ai?d gopd,o%^8 they received from the 
$a0taxr as alfo rega^^dipg th^ Ioffes which the Scots had 
fuftained in thek qymrejs, and the fkn£l affinities that 
^fre made between the princes, nobles, and^ther geople 
:hi natidnSf refolvCd to t^ftify to the world how ac- 
9f;ptable thkt^^ilequioufneits of the Scots was to them. 

hQApuriqg them ^^ith beneBts and privileges above aff 
(^ler nations. r 

^,1 Thcrc^pve,/oq^e of the Sqots grandees were made* 
gn(a:t confbild^ of^mnce,<jwmch i» the greaUft office 
^nd digidt}[ ha the kipgdom, n^a(^ to that of the fove- 
fBigiil^ fitfdfI ptbers made mafflials, dukes, ^ 







pects of l^nce, gciiii-affs‘oI 'tlSfii'3?rc?iW rf^likiJftiV'vkcfoyt'- 
of tribiita^!^ pfoviniics andkingHotA'fti ' Afi the Sidblia. ifi' 
gchicraf Were 'fiad in high itotibtir’and efteini at thteTr^'th 
court, and enjoyed tbb fame rigHts ’and nninumttvtf 'fls-ihe 
very natrves themfdvek^ the (jpebud g^nt'^f Heimy 
II. blit with this cbtidition, that tbey'ftioiild^ pei^Wfi<^ 
in their fidelity and friendf&ip to the French, and'that tb€- 
French who dwelt in any part of Scotland ihould enjoy 
the fame rights and privileges as the native&.of the coun» 
try. ' The Parliament of Paris fnbfcribed to’ this grant, 
and It dfas confirmed by Henry^lV. about the year 
Likewife dharles XI. confirmed to the Sdots^ itierw 
chants all thdfe pr^filegea and mnannities whicfi thrir an* 
‘ceftors had enjoyed, that' ^hey fiio'uid be firce firem sSl 
caadlions, iinpp^s, and cttftotns, wftich are ttfually' paid 
for mcrchandiiTcs. ' ^ / ’ > - . 

As to the original r^e'bf |he Shots ^attU aboiii^ the 
French king’s perfon, I will tell thiee as briefly as 1 bid. 

Lewis, ^ho acquircd'lh^ title fit faintj for warring 
perfon againil the mnnurmahs, whCif he manhed tdwatds 
'Paleftine, appointed four-^d*tweiity Shotaf foldiCrs td 
have the guard of his perfon nightiand ^ay } Charles V.« 
augmenting theiir number fcvbntyifijt, ftfll. rcfefiN- 
ing tins honour Tor the Arft fobr^hd-twhufy, thanNlhey 
fociild have the command of fhe rlflf.' ** ■'p 

Irtrijs' the cuhody o^fhe^ kiftg*^ body itmafned 
the Scots for *thc^ ^ace*of' l*^cnly yeai^ arid lip^Vdly 



prerogatives "of the ‘t«’enty-jroiii‘’*^S^tyi ‘#hlch''th:ey*l^ 
enjoyed hy fight of^anb'quity ahd'priffc^rioir,^ idfo by 
iho fari^oa of St;"Lewis, fdf Whom the Fi^chdb 
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a great veneratio^ Thefe twenty^four Scots kept the 
keys of the royal palace after fun-fct; they alone guard¬ 
ed the king when he wa<» in the temple at mafs ;■ they a- 
lone carried the king, when the laws of the land, and the 
ceremonicB of ilate required h^m to be carried on men’s 
ihoulders; they'^guarded the ihips wTien the - king went 
by water; and to them were (he keys of every town de¬ 
livered through which the king paffed in his travels by 
land, with many other fingular honours. 

But after' the death of Henry II. when the Earl of 
Montgomery, the lall: commander of the Scots'guards, 
was Removed from his office, and a French officer placed 
over tbem*in his ftead, that command j^ways fell into the 
hands of Frenchmen, who by degrees fiibilitutiug thofe * 
of their own nation fn the room of the Scots who died,, 
it came to pafs at length that there remained but a .very 
few Scots in the guards, and thb6 were bereft of all their 
ancient privileges. 

Pardon this tedious ^igfefiipni^ great* patriarchs of the 
faithful, fince it; contains Tome curious memoirs in It ;'and 
I naturally fell into it by fpc&king of the Scotr, who arc- 
,very numerous in ’Pa^is to^this day, and from whom I 
leartjed the foregoing chard£ler of their* murdered arch- 
biiliQf^, who was the prime patriarch of ^11 the land, his 
t»rdiriary title beittg Archyi(hop of St. Andrews.' 

This great and higheft ecckfiallical dignity was. given 
liliun by the prefeiit King of Enj^and, at his return from 
a twelve yn:^ exile, as a debt to his great abilities;' and 
a reward of his meri^^ and fcrvices, in labouring might 
and main to effcil thi6 king's refioration. 

From the moment that he acquired this honour, fuch.'^ 
as were equally enemies to the government kings and 
biihops ^rfecuted him with flanders' and invedives; the 
ttreets fv^Urmed with libels againfl him, and men's tongues 
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were as biif^, as their pens in railing at ‘him^ becauft he 
w§3 refolved endeavour his uttnolf that epifcopacy 
might be rcilored in Scotla^qid as ittwas in Knglandj 
though it had been TubVerted in both nations during the 
ufurpation of Oliver the t^ant. It was this drew upon 
him the malice and revenge of the feditiousj. and they 
fpared, not in public to ftireateri his death ; nay, fomc 
years before he was murdered, one of thefe furiofos fliot 
at him in the open flrcets Edinburgh, hut*mifred hfm ; 
then the feditious publilhed libels, wherein they gloried 
* in the at^t^empt, and only were forry that' it took not ef- 
fe6i j they alfo prophelied rliat. he fhould die a violent 
death ; and it was eafy for them to prefage this which 
they-were refolved to execute tiiemfelves. • 

Accordingly in the 3d and 4th moons of this ytar, 
they were ready to give the fatal blow, but his watchful- 
nefs prevented them ; however, on the 3d of the 1^0911 of 
May, as he was travelling with liIs eldell daughter in his 
coach^. ipth, two or three^fe^ants attending him, he was 
fet upon at mid-day by nine of thefe religious rufimns, 
who having Hcil wounded his beloved,daughter, to en* 
hance his dying grief,, then,hacked ari<f hewed liim in a 
butcherly and baibarous man^, tlil at length they left * 
him duad on the fpot. • , ' * 

* Venerable cadiltfquer, I pray God d9ifend thcc’froin^ 
popular eiivyj malice, and reveng^^ from the wounds 
given by the pens of libellers, and .the tongues* of the 
fpitefid ; but above all, I pray Heaven gli,ard thee from 
being ,maflacred by religious afTadius and Hoody z^dots. 
Paris, i;'th of the oth Moon, , of the Year z 67 Q. 
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Xl.—7flHsBAT<iLlA| Mir Argun^ Superior of the t)e%- 
^es at Cegni tn Natolia* 

Doubtless tliere Revmr was any creature formed of 
iieih and blood comparable teethe Meflias, no mortallike 
the Sdii ef Mary; Jefus was rrtpicnilhed viith all idle ijatu- 

M « 

ra1 excellencies and perfedions of the univerfe. 

I am not fo profane or prefumptuous as to think or 
fay any thing in contempt of^Mahomet, though 1 tAke 
the liberty to celebrate the high praifes of the Word In^ 
eldhiate, the firft>borD> and moft illuftrious of all hdngt 
ea this fide the Eternal Father; the Holy Ghofi itlblf 
comes behind bim* 

When the Everlaftihg Intellefl had from bideterminate 
ages lam dreaming on the foft and downy bed of chaos, 
ov the firft matter, in the grand cabin of uncircumfcribed 
darknefb, and enveloped with the curtains of old night; 
sshen he had tumlded, tolTed, And rolled from fide to fide; 
when he had firetched his eitdl^s limbs for eafef^ feek 
one comer of the infinite es^anTe, where he might abate 
the fempiternal of k>v|, at laft he fixed his foot np^ 
on the cool idea of tVIs w^|td of cftirs* ‘ 

Then fprang thd ^otd iitHn the all-fertile womb; 4;be 
melancholy fad abyis rejoiced; ibr in the Wofd waa 
"light* and Hfe, ^which daitlitg through the eteriud hea^ 
of fiuggifli and inatilife matter, with di^ne cbemifiry 
^ril drew an extract of thti pudeft parts which formed the 
firnuunen*’, n^t tofe tho fun, the moOh, and ^at«, and 
‘ then the grofler elements, with all their different pro- 

The& ore ^ generatiooBlof the umverhtisBebeil Ood 
.mAde the (heavens and Obe Bardi, and the ^pgelo ftarted 
^out of the grand jenergy like T0|idle fpirlte from Bdinch 
Manse. ^ 


1 
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All lliingfs villble and fnvifiljjl^ proce.^d ^ropA||th^ Word> 
and the mod yccellqnt of created brings owe their origin 
nal to him that was the p*ily indi nment by which the 
Et^oajL Architect Lontnved and framed tdiis yaft macliic^ 
fa tngounpiehenribte and gllnous* t ' i\ 

♦O Hebatolla! who canj enough admire this mighty 
produfl of the £i|^enuil Mind ? And y(t the greated and 
mod excellent thieatre of beings is liid from mortal eyes* 
Therefore leaving thofe Irigh and bfty fj^eculatioosi le^ 
us 4cfcend to the Word Incarnate, the Breath of God| 
walking and coaveififg on earth with menj in the huii^ 
ble diiguife of jScfh and blood* The fame was th^ Me^ 
has of the Chriftans, as the alcoran in feveral places afliires 
us, and the ChrKliaa go^el of the Eragle confirms it, 
where it fays, ** Iti the beginning was the Word, anc| 
the Word was with God, ^c. and the Word becamsi 
fledi, and pitched his tent among us.’’ ‘ 

Doiibtlds he was conceived of tlie Virgin J^ry by the 
(jnell of that rofe which* tbc angel Gabr'cl brought to 
her from paiadife; for he, begot by the will of 

man, or tliiougb the^ud ef^concupiicence, but bynfud^ 
den infufion of the divine viH4e*’ The power of tflfeOnw- 
lkipoteivt^rei:ihn^Wed, futprifed) and ravifh^ thclply 
maid (in altranfppit of joy ; foe tocdirtlie flower from the 
^nd of Gabriel, wlmh flie bad noi fuotter fmelt to, hut* 
foe urns ready to diflolveiaBd faint away in an ecftocy of 
but the angel ebenfoed her with comfortable wordV 
and foe became redgned to thevwill of the All .ivrciftiland 
"Grycious. i 

At the end of nine months Jeius was born of her, nogt 
after themajmer of other childMir^rfor thf book of 
myileriouB {ecrets tells us; ^ iEdh brame forth fit-om be- 
IwQen htr bveaftst nrra^'Up *iit arotnftti^ 

rofes.** 
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- The daughters of paradife came down and waited on 
the virgin mother, at the hour of her unfpeakable child¬ 
birth ; they took ttie holy inihnt in their arms, and 
ver the vettuie of his nativity they put on garments 
brought from Eden, robes of|their own handiwork, and 
then they fed him with the wi^^e and milk of paradife ; 
after they had performed what was neteflary to the in¬ 
fant Meflias, and his itnmaculatc motl^r, the heavenly 
maids ’ returned. to their blifsYul feats above, and fent 
down Ariel, with a choir of angel^ to declare the birth 
of Jefus to this world below, and to celebrate the high 
praifes of God .* They were fecn in the upper regions of 
the air, by certain Ihcpherds .who watched the flocks by 
night; their voices were alfo heard from afar, chanting 
aloud the hymns of Eden, and the fele6t anthems of pa¬ 
radife ; great was the aftonifliment of thofe rude and ig¬ 
norant mortals ; their^eyes were dazzled at the Inftre of 
the heavenly troop, and their ears were raviflied with the 
fiiperlativc fwcetnefs of the mufic y ihofe that were upon 
the roads of Judea, the'caravans of Arabia, Syria, and’ ' 
Egyp^tbe travellers from Damafeus, Tyre, and Sidon, 
faw the furprlfing vifion ; they were equally feized with 
v/oftder-and joy ; they heard the harmonious tongues of 
jingels warbling forth immortal melodies; then their 
hearts melted vvitliin them, and they proftrated tlicmfelvcs 
^n the earth, and praifed the Moll High, the King of 
all things. 

■' ^ (T 

The fifme of fuch cxtrtiordinary events foon fpread • 
through the adjacent regions', and to the utmoll borders 
of tlie South : The Magi of Pc^a made a pilgrimage to 
Eethkheifii ta viTit the infant Melfias ; they fell down at 
the feet of thehply babe, prefenting him with gifts, goldj 
itcenfc, and myrrh. ‘ . " 


2 
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. Thus Jefus gflew upylncre^ng in wlfdom, knowledge, 
afid virtue. • 

I will not run over the hiftory of. his life, having done 
that already in one of niy former letters to thee; all that 
I aim at in this difpatch, ft, to teftify the profound ve-» 
neration I have for that molt Holy Prophet, who was no 
other than the breath and word of God inb#nate. It 
becomes all good mulTulmans to fpeak of him with ho¬ 
nour and revel ence, for he is feated on high*, and in para- 
dife, where are the approaches to God. 

. O Hcbatolla ! pray for Mahmut, that the entangle¬ 
ments of this mortaHife may, not hinder him from fit¬ 
ting with Jefus and Mahomet in the kingdom ofeverlaft- 
ing blifs. 

Paris, 15th of the loth Moon, of the Year rdyp. 


XII. — To Kerker Hassan, Bajfa, * 

Tnou requirell%n account of tl^ prefcnt ibite of Eng¬ 
land, with a character of tlieft king, -in regard thtre are 
various rumours among th^merchani^ at the imperial ci¬ 
ty, of certain commotions and rebellious clTays of mal¬ 
contents in that ifland. « 

The name of the king who reigns there at prefent is 
Charles II. eldell fon of Charles I. and heir apparent of 
the Britilh crowns ; .for his empire confifts of three king¬ 
doms, which be has in s^flual poUeidion, beffdcs nsany vaft 
territories and dominions in America, not to infid on his 
titular claim to the realm of France. 

He is a prince ofgreat wit and policy, 'nor of lefs cou¬ 
rage where a juft occafion requires the difeovery of that 
virtue; he underwent innumerable hardlhips and misfor¬ 
tunes dujring his twelve years exile from his nativ^ironc. 
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forced to d)r into foTfjga coantneiL,by a prevailing faiflion * 
of rebels, tyrants, and ufurpers; of humoi^r dcbonaii' and 
amorous; much addi£led to wine and women; xnnmfi- 
cent in his gifts and rewards to perfons of merit*, and to 
thofo who have tlie happinef&to pleafe him in his recrea* 
tions, crpecially to his concul ^i^cs, who arc moft of theijn 
nobly ex|ya£led. By thefe females he has had feveral 
fons, who are all dukes and peers of the realm ; he is in 
peace with all the world abroad, except the Moors of 
Sallee; yet this prince cannot be ipalled happy, in that 
he is barafTed at home by domedic feditions, Cations, 
plots, and confpiracies of his own fpbjeCls. 

Here is a report that the Roman catholics of that na* 
tion have lately attemped to take away the life of this 
monarch ; whilft others »y this accufation is forged by 

^their eiicinies, to render them odious, and that to this 

* 

^end they have fuborned falfe witneffes to fvvear agaimi: 
them. ^ One does not know what to believe among fo 
many contrary rumours j neither does it much concern 
U 3 *that arc muifulmans, whether party of thefe inli4«ltfbe 
right or wrong. c 

This prince, a.^ I have faid before, has nations 

under liis dominion, and it is thought he fcarce knosys 
the juft extent his territories in Ameiica; There, iift jii 
region In that continent inhabited by a people whom they 
call Tufeoraras and Doegy; their language is the fame 
^as is fpoken by the Britiih, or Wcl%, ,a nation tliat for- 
^lerly pi^ftciTeJ all the hjand of Great. Britain, but were 
by degrees driven out of k into ^ moujtUainQtis coroer^^f 
tlie ifl|«)d, where their poftj?rit.y to thi8;4ay» , 

Thofe Tufi^r^rw ar^ ftboilght 

of 

irho, 


to defoend f|JoLm them, j^ng the 
lowed the fortune of one jKlitdo^ 
about f.«e or fii hundred jem ^ 
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home, fifoiNfd to feek adventutira dibroad; Swhercfore, be- 
ing provided with fhips, men, and other ncccff.irics, he 
made a voyage towanls the Weft over the Atlantic ocean, 
not 'knovring what would be the event of his undertaking ; 
however, the moon had fca'jCC twice completed her voyage 
through the zodiac, whe| an end was put to his on the 
fea, by landing in America, whe^e he planted a colony 
of Britons, and then returned to hia native country; but 
foon after he put to Tea agniii, and failed ihrcftly to the 
fame place. What became of him afterwards is not cer¬ 
tainly known ; but the inhabitants of that province have 
a tradition, “ that he lived to a great age, atffl faw his 
people multiplied to many thoufands before he died 
For in the fecond voyage he carried over Britifti women 
with him for the fake of pofterity. They fliow his tomb 
to this day, with h^’ads, crucifixes, and other relics. * 

It^ ceitain that when the Spaniards firft conquered 
Mexico, they were lurprifed to hear the inhabitants dlf- 
rourle of a ifvi'nge people that formerly cam’e thither la 
corraughs, ho taught them the knovviedge of God and 
of immortality, iuftru^ed t^c-m alfo in virtue and morali¬ 
ty, and prescribe J holy rites and c«cmonics of religion. 

It is remarkable alfo, what an Indian king fjiid to a Spa- 
•fliard, viz. “ That in foregoing ages, a ftrangc people ar¬ 
rived there by fea, to wliotn his anceftors gave hofpjlable 
entertainment, in regard they found them men of wit and 
eburage, Endowed alfo with many other excellencies; buf'' 
he Could give no account of their original or nai*e.” And 
M'aW:ezuitui, Emperor of Mexico, told Fernando Cortez, 
the Spatdfb kind’s “iartttbaffador, general in thofe parts,, 
'«*'{That his o#tt'dficeIterS laiT^d there as ftrangets, being 
cdktdudted^ by a'ceWafu ^at man, who Carried there a 
• while, iMd^h^it-departed, havio^'left a conHiderablt nuni* 
'of hift kfth : Afteraycar^, he re- 

Voh Fill, • o 



LETTIRS WRITTEN BY 


Vol. VilL 


14^ 

tnmcd again with a greater company } and that from him 
the Emperors of Mexico derived their pedigree, and his 
fubjciSls from the reft.” The Britifti language is fo pre¬ 
valent here, tliat the very towns,' bridges, beafts, birds, 
rivers, hills, &c. are called Britifti or Welfli name^; 
and a certain inhabitant of VJfgim’a (h place fiibjeft to 
the King of Great Britain) draggling not long ago into 
the wildcrnefs, by chance fell among a people, w ho, ac¬ 
cording to fomc law or cufttiifi of theirs, condemned him 
to death, when he, in the hearing of them, jrade his 
prayer to God in the Britifti tongue, upon which he was 
feleafed. * 

Who can tell the various triinfmigratlons of mortals 
©n earth, or trace tmt the true originals of any people ? 
The whole globe has fuffered divers changes, and. cvciy 
particular nation lias had its metempfyehofis. JVhat 
grows obfoletc and antiquated in one country becdkies a 
new difeover), in another ; the hoiifes of the living are 
built on the' bones of the dead ; children lay the founda¬ 
tion of their grandeur in the ruin of their fathers ; and 
the generations to come will ptaftife this chemiflry on 
our relict, that arc r.t-*.v living; they will extract their for¬ 
tune out of^ur allies. 

By the wliiic Hone which Adam brought with him 
out of paradii'e, and wh.ich fell by inheritance to Abra¬ 
ham, Ifmael, and his offspring for ever; that flone w'hich 
at this day lies, under tlie ihofque at Mecca, and grows 
black by'^he touch of fnners ; I fwcar the Arabians are 
an aboriginal people, a nation eftablifhed from all antiqui¬ 
ty, a ifayed race, not canted up an^ down hither and thi¬ 
ther by every caprice of fortune. 

Wherefore ^be aftured, noble Arab, that befdcs my 
particulaj*,obllgations, f honour thee for the fake of thy 
defeent, thy purified blodd, and pacific temper : wifhin^ 
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for notliing more ardently than the happinefs of killing 
the border of th^ veil in this life, or at leaft of feeing 
thee in the paradif^ of perpetual reft, from whence there 
are no farther tranfmigrations. 

Paris, ad of the nth Moon,.of the Year 1679. 


XIII .—To the magnanimous and invincible Vijier 

Azem. * ^ 

In the 4 lh moo)i of thij» year, I fent tliee an account of 
the treaties concluded and puhlillied between France and 
the IkuUanders, a$ alfo of a peace eftabliHfbd witK the 
German empire ; now 1 ftiall acquaint thee that a like a- 
grtement is publiJhcd with Spaiii; the two haughty mo- 
uarchs fccin perh-elly lecouciled ; and tp conyinc.e the 
worl<I that they arc i'o really, the King of Spain has mar¬ 
ried this king’s daughter. ’ 

The^arquis de los Kalbafcs made his public entry in¬ 
to Paris on the i ith of the6tii moon, in quality of am- 
balfador-cxtraordinary froint'lhc catholic King ; and his 
(!hie£ bufineft was, to teftify the fi^ccrc joy and fatisfac- 
fion his mailer took it? the hopes he had of feeing a lull¬ 
ing peace fettled, not only between thefe two crowns, but 
alfo ihronghout Europe; that fo the Chrlllian princes,, 
whofe arms had been hitherto employed again ft one ano¬ 
ther, to the general detriment of Chrlllendom, might no\^ 
be united againll the common enemy, by vhich^he meant 
the faithful Ofmans. In order to this, he defired that 
the daughter of France might be given to his mafter in 
jnarriage, as a confirmation of the peace between them. 

• This was foon granted him; and. the news was no 
fooner arrived at Madrid, but the Spanifli^king exprtfled 
a more than common complaccgry, caufing ihciT'Tr Deum 
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to be publfely fung', to give God thanks fOr fo' great h 
happlnefs. THe ftreets of Madrid xvcre* illuminated alfo 
with all manner of fire-works ; but tbfe ceremony of 436*- 
Iroihing Wui not ‘performed till .the Stii moon ; it ‘walB 
done tit Fontaliiblcau, the court being there at that tinte^ 
and the Marquis dc los Balbaffs was the King of Spain’s 
proxy. After which time, Madcmoifelle, as t|bey Called 
her before, held her rank at court as Queen of Spain'; 
"Sml in that quality fitc received the compliments and ad- 
dreffes of the Archbiihop of PaVis, at the head of his chap¬ 
ter ; as a 1 fo of the parliament, the chamber of accounts, 
the (ioiirt 0^ aids, the court of moneys, the univerfi^-and 
fo of the great council, and the French academy,^'Now 
"this great princefs is gone towards Spain, to take -pdflef- 
iiorf of her new royalty, which is no better than a fplen- 
did fervhiide or glorious imprifonment during her life j * 
'for the laws and cuftoms concerning women are as ftvere- 
ly obferved in the court of Spain an in any part of 'that 
■ country, and the queen herfelf is no more exemptid from 
' keeping them than the mearieft of her fubjeAs. 'There 
'arc certain fet hours, out of*Whlch (he cannot fee fo mo^h 
as the king himfelf; <for his time is parcelle(f out, an^ di^ 
vided between the fcrvice of the public and of his o#n 
perfonal neceffities, the affairs of ihite, of religion, and of 
'nature; fo that the queen mult be altogether fhutbp 
from the fight of men, unlcfs it be when any ambaflador 
'•hqs audience of her, or when (lie goes to church, or to fee 
the public fpoTt of bull-baiting, with fuch like fpedfacks, 
or lallly, when her confcflbr comes to vifit her; at other^ 
times file is only a companion of women, a mere reckdc, 
Ohatnbered up fn her own melancholy apartment, without ■ 
the liberty of ranging the palace; whereas, in Fram*e 
the women, o^hverfe with men, and .go abroad,i^eq they . 
plcafe, with an unreftraimed freedom; they'difeourfe of 
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f^atc matters, and of religion ; they undertake to cenfurc 
botli civil and canon laws, cprreft philolophy, and reform* 
the morals of the ancients; in a word, the French ladies 
take a 'particular pride in •appearing very leai*ned and 
knowing, as if they had b*een educated in the academies; 
they alfo go a-hunting, hj^vking, fifhing, and fowling, e- 
ven as the men: There is hardly any game or excrcife, 
ftudy or recreation, which is not^common to both fexeSA 
whereas the Spanifh females are kept in Jgnorance, and 
have no more liberty than captives; only, as 1 faid, the 
queen is permitted to fee the bull-baitings, but it muft be 
in company with her hulband, as well as^ther ladies. 

This celebrated fport of baiting, or courting the bull, 
is fo weU known to thee who halt been an eye-witnefs of 
it at Tunis, and oth^ cities ^ Barbary, that 1 need fay 
no more pf it, but to obferve that the Spaniards iirft 
* learned it from the Moors, when thofe Africans dwelt 
among them, having, conquered that kingdom. 

But to return to the fervile life which the Queens of 
.Spdia lead: They are obliged to gq to bed at a certain 
' prccife ftroke of the clodk every night, with this only 
difference, that it is an hour later gi fummer than in win¬ 
ter. Betides her, <ti)ere is no other married woman furr¬ 
ed to lie in the king’A palace, fo that the queen is attend- 
- dd only by virgins or widows; neither can (he herfelf evci“ 
marry again after the king*% desth; andib naturally jea- 
' loiis are the Spaniards of their wives, that if the quegn 
fall into any difaiber, by chance or conl])iracy^ as to be 
thrown down by her-gennet, cven«to the breaking of her 
limbs and hazard, of her life, none of her pages, nor.any 
other man whatfoever,' dares to li/t her up, or any other 
•way alfift her, nay, not fo much as by. llopping the horti:, 
if he ihould drag her in tlie llirrup. now, magni¬ 

ficent vifier, whethg: it be a^cfir^blc thi^^6i»a Frendi 
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;|^rincefs to be made Queen of Spain. A princefe bre^ 
*up in a court abounding with*all forts of gentileiTeS) gal¬ 
lantries, and delightful liberties, muft needs think hcrfelf 
111 a monaftery, or fume woffe place of confihemrtit, after 
/he has been but a day or two in the court of Spain. But 
reafons of Hate fiiperfcdc all tltffe inconvcnicncies. It is 
the peculiar imhappintfs of the princes here in the Weftj 
"that they ntairy for intercil more than for love. 

There is another match g^ing forward between the 
Dauphin of France, and the Princefs Anna Marla Vio 
toire, lifter to the Duke of Bavaria; thefe infidels are 
uniting their fcattered ftrengths and interefts; it looks 
as if they had fome fecret delign agaiuft the true be¬ 
lievers. 

Illuftrious*prince of the princes who ferve the Grand 
Signior, I pray that the empire of the faithful may be 
exalted, and Hand tiim till the angel of tbt: care found 
his trumpet. * 

« 

Paris, loth of the lath Moon, of the YdSr 1679* 

t 

» 


XlY-r-3"i> the reneralk Mufti. 

» 

T H AT I may give thee a clearer idea of RorUe's origi- 
**nal,,it is ncceflary to ftep faitlier backward in antiqui*, 
and call our e^es on the^niuis of Troy, fet on fire by the 
Greeks, and laid in alhes after a war of ten years, to re¬ 
venge ihcf^apc of Helena, wife to Menelaus, whorti Paris 
the Trojan prince, and gueft to Menelaus, carried away 
with him by force. ' ’ • 

From the deplorable flatnes of Troy, Antenor and i/E- 
neas efcAped, and got to fea ; the former bemg forced 
by diftrefs offtf/eather on that part of Italy which is now" 
under tKe dominion of Vusiicc, where he built Padua ; 
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the latter came with a fltet of two-and-twftnty (hips to 
Latium; now called Campagna dl Roma, .and St. Peter’s 
Patrimony, being the eftatc of the church. 

At that time Latiims, tlie fon of pauuus, or, fom.e 
of Hercules, reigned Latium, before wliom there 
had been but four kings ^ni the country } thofc were Ja¬ 
nus, Saturnus, Picus, and Faunus. Whllft;-Janus reigned, 
Saturn being exptllcd by ^Is fon Jupiter, ^cd to Italy, 
where l>cing hofpitably received, he built a caftle, calling 
it after liis own name S^urnia { at length he obtained 
the kingdom of Latium, which he left to his foo Ficus, 
and he to Faunus. 

In his time, Evander (ailed out of Arcadia, and came. 

_ V 

to Italy, (Ixty years before the deftru^ion of Troy; he 
%uilt a town called Pfillantium, where afterwards Rome 


was built. Much about the fame time the Pelagians 
went ou^t of ThelTaly into Epirus and Dodona frO;, and 
then pafiTiiig over into Italy, joined themfelves with the 
aboriginal Arcadians, who were got thither before themj 
thefe united their forces, and fepelled the Sicilians from 
the country, who paffing o^'cr to Trinacria, or the iibnd 
of Tiii’ce Cupea, gave it the naine^ Sicilia, which it re¬ 
tains to thid day. When Evaudtr had been five years in 
Italy, Hercules, with a company of Greeks, landing ou 
(He fame (bore, was kindly entertained by him. 

At length the kingdom of Latium fell to Latinus, in 
whofc reign /"Eneas came thither, mid having entered in¬ 
to a league with Latin,u8, married his d*iighter L'avinl^ 
from wlioic name he called a towiTwliieh he built inthofe 
parts Lavlaium. Then '^i.’uinus, King of the Rutuli, be¬ 
ing angry that Lutinus had given his daughter to :i (Ira'v- 
•ger, rather than to him who was^ a native, and to whom 


(lie was before betrothed, invaded his cvi^iitry ; but the ' 
Rutali we:c overcome in battle, and botfrTyruus and 
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Laiatitte loft tllcii* Ifvcff, •' fb that' the kingdoik; feH* fo 
fisas ; but be enjoyed it not long ; for the Rhttili, at 
three years end, cathe agaihft him, under the cbhduiftT of 
'MezeRtius, King of.the Tyrrhenians, now called Tufeans j 
and 4^nea^ being killed in tht? battle, his fon AfciniW 
took poiTeilion of the kihj^dom^ He having made peace 
' with Mezehtius, and quelled the reft of his enemies, built 
a city which he called Loi^a Alba, the thirtieth yeaV 
^Om the building of Lavinium. In this city of Longa 
Alba,^t1iere reigned after Afea^ius fourteen kings, even 
to the time’bf‘Romulus, and the foundation 6f Ronie ; 

* the fourteenth of thefe kings was Amulius, who cverl 
.teached -his brother Numrtor, to Whom the kingdom be¬ 
longed^ by right of primdgehitpre; and to beTecure of 
all^thingB^' he made Sylvia, the only daughter of Numi- 
tar> a veftal, that he might have nO fear of Niimitor'i 
pofterity ; yet Sylvia was got with child by fomebody, 
and brought'*forth twins, "who were called Romuliis^arid 
Remus^ ‘Thefe were bxpofed to the wide world by the 
command of King Amulius, and privately nourifhed 
Fauftulus, till they'dartie o^y&ars j then being informed 
of their birth and exrfgAioti, with the true ft ate of things, 
they fleW Amulius, and reftored their grandfather Numi- 
tor to his kingdom, in the ' fecond year of^vvhole rdigni 
’‘•-Romulus buflt the city of Rome. , ‘ ^ 

* In the eighteenth year of his age, Rj^mulus was falutcd 
lung, when he had killed Ills brother Remus, for leaping in 
cdfilcmpt over the ditch he had made round the city: Thus 
he confccratcd the fortTfications of tlic city with his own 
blood. But all this while Romulus had built but the 
ftlkdow of a city, lince there was no inhabitants to peqpl^ 
Bhd’de¥<end it; however, he quickly pitched upon « me"- 
thod to fupply/«liis deiedt*; there wae a grove hard by; 
which‘he mtade afaridluar)^ for all perfons in diftrefs, and 
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who were vff^g tq tmkc- their fprtififlie^ upcn^ luizard': 
This was procUia^d in the neighbouring regions^ and an 
ionupierable multitude of citmiaals, dcbtom^ aud malcoQ-. 
tentS| docked tluther from all parts^^ beiidcs (hephurdi* 
and other petfoiis, who otily thiougli a uatui'al iueoudafir 
cy fought a change of life.} fo titat there was a galUmau*> 
fry of Trojans who cam<^vcr with jEueas^ of Arcadiaua 
who followed Evan^cr, and of fcvcral oth^ nations, be- 
iides the Natives of I'ufcany aud Latjpm; out of tHefe* 
as out of fo many elefiicutj, Romulus extracted the body 
of a commonwealth; but he conlidered withal, that this 
new republic could not fiibUft beyond th 9 age and lives 
of thofe men who formed it, they being without hopes 
of poilcij ^ t as having no women among them : To pro¬ 
vide (or this inconvenience, they treated with the border- 
ing people about marriages, which beiug denied them* 
tjjcy had rccourfe to ilratagtms and violence; they inviU 
ed the Sabines and other neighbours to come and i^eo 
fouic plays, which they promifed to exhibit in honour of 
J^eptune. ^ 

The bait took, and multitudes of both fexes, efpCcialli' 
the younger fort, thronged rfiitber to be fpeftators of the 
Roman novelties ; when on a Aidifcn, a certain fignal.be^ 
ing given, the Romans leaped from their places, and ru(h« 
jpg among the ilrangers, every man feized the female that. 
bell pkafed him, or that ihrft came to band, and made her 
his wife. 

This was the caufe of fpeedy wars; the neighboifr- 

ing people, who had been thus robbed of their women, 
took up arms to revenge the injury; but they were routt 
fid, put; to flight, ^nd one of their towns laid wailc ; ths 
.Romans alfo took rich fpoils from them, which they ebn- 
fccratcd to their gods. 


©5 
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In the mean lime the city 6f Rome ^as delivered into 
tlie hands of the Sabines, by TarpeJS^'a virgin, who, as 
fome fay, waf corrupted with gold by Tatius, tfle caplafn 
of the Sabines ; whilft others affirm that (he did'lt 'inno- 
’ cently, and with a dtlign to fave the city, inftcad of be¬ 
traying it; for flic aflcid, a^a reward of her fuppofcd 
'treafon, the flilelds of the Saibines, thinking, that being 
thus in part difarmed, they might •afily be overcome by 
the Romans; bill!*they, fenfible‘oflier ftratagem, promif- 
ed what flie demanded, and petformed it accordingly, but 
in fuch a manner as plainly difeovered their revenge of an 
injury, rather than their gratitude for a kindnefs;' for 
they threw their fliiekls fo thick upon her, that they preff- 
ed.her to death. ♦ 

Then entering the city pell-mell, there commenced a 
furious battle between the Romans and the Sabines ; the 
ftreels flowed with blood, till the wives of the Romans, 
for whofe fake this war began, came tearing their hair, 
and running between the two armies, at length brought 
them to a truce and agreement; Then a folemn league 
Svas made between Romiih^fe and Tatius; and what is 
more wouderfu), th^ Sabiiibs leaving their aiativc feats, 
came with all their wealth to live in Rome, communicat- . 
ing part of their riches to their fons-in-law by way uf 

' The forces of the Romans being thus iiicreafed by the 
^cceffion of the Sabines, Komulus applied himfelf to the 
public adnilnlilratlon with all care and policy : He ap¬ 
pointed tlic youth to be always in arms oh horfeback, 
that they might be conftantly upon their guard, and rea- 
'Ay equipped againft the furprifes of*war; thatrthe chief 
council of the commonwealth flioidd CQhfifl of the fenior:,^ 
who were caljcu fathers for their authority, and fenators 
for their age. 
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Affairs being thus difpofedj' one day, when there was 
a full fenate, Romulus being prcfent was jou a fudden ta¬ 
ken frorli their fight: Some chink he was murdered by 
4SiDnfpiracy» and cut into fmiill pieces by the fcnatore; o» 
tbcrs fay he was poifonec?; but the general report was 
that he was deified. Jul iis Proculus was the author of 
this, who taking notice that there afofe a violent tempeft. 
at the fame inftanc that Romulus difappeared, and that 
the fun was juft then eclipjed, infinuated to the people 
that Jic^ulus was become a god ; nay, he took an oath, 
that he Ew him in a much more auguft form than whilll 

he was a mortal: and that Romulus commanded them to 
' « • 

adore him for a god, alfirming that he was called Quii’i- 
nus in heaven, and afl'uring them that ]^ome ftiould con¬ 
quer the whole earth, 

Ninna Pompilius fucceeJed Romulus, being invited to 
the kingdom by the Romans, who had a veneration for 
him on tiic bare fame of his fauility and religion ; He 
.taught them holy rites 4ihd ceremonies, with whatfoever 
pertained to the worlliip of’the immortal gods; he di¬ 
vided the year into twelve months, and appointed tlic ho¬ 
lidays-; he ordained the pontilis, augurs, falii, with other 
ranks of priefts; he gave them the Ancilia and Palladium, 
which came down from heaven ; and he inftituted the 
veftal fire ; in a word, he perfuaded them, that whatfoe¬ 
ver he taught them, he received from the gqddefs Egerta, 
and this wrought fo efikacioufiy on the minds of the 
rude and ignorant people, that thcy*«imc at length fo 
govern that empire witli juftice and religion, which they 
got by robbery and opprefilon. , 

Frinqp of the muftis, I will referve the reft of the* flio-* 
jnan hiftory for another difpatch. 

Paris, ’9.th of the od |^oon, of the Year i68c> 

6 6 ‘ 
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XV.—-T# William Vosi'khf it Reclufe tf Aufina* ' 

Th y laft leuer appears magcfterial and perempt^^ry, 
a ^ funjinions fram the inquifnion : Thou requireil an 
count of my faith, and whai idea I have of religion, fu- 
/petling that-1 aijn, inclined to herefy. This proceeds 
i[n}m the freedom 1 formerly took in difcourfing againft 
the pope’s .infallibility, ^he newly canunifed faints, and 
the dodtrinc of Nt^.jfalvatioh out of the Roman chqrch. I 
fee thy zeal make^ thee peevim and morofe ; ij^ed it Li 
a g;race that fooii turns^fou.r, if it be not kept m a clean 
heart, and a ceniperate air, free from the vapours of fu- 
perdition; however, I am willing to fat^sfy thy demand 
. qa wejl as I can, ^nd imnfmit my foul to thee in. effigy.. 

Though we cannot pourtray negatives, yet every pic¬ 
ture has its bach fide, whereon .the cunning painter may- 
draw the reverfc of his firft defign, or at lead, the fpedta- 
tor’s imagination may fupply the painter’s office, and 
form ideas quite contrary to the^ original piece. That 
thou mayedrthercforc the better comprehend whaf I am 
in point of religion and faith, will hrjd reprefent what I 
am not. . . 

.Conct;ive.theru tha£ I am no narrow-fouled Jew, whp 
confines falvatiou to the hneage of Jacc^, and lays an he* 
:raditary claim to heaven, becaiife for the wickednefs of 
his execrable race, he is nob-allowed tP puflefs a ibgt q| 
land on earth; who to itreugthen hip title, produces the 
fSaemc of his gqn^ulogy, proving that.hodefcendcd in a 
right line from one of thofe parricides whp murdered the 
Meffias, and for that reafon avouches, tliai paradife ip en« 
^iled to him, among the reft of hip,brethren, on Ute fcore 
ctf his forefathers merit. 

Neither am I a CUriftian hypocrite, who mocks him* 

felf^ fe^, him? with his empty £armalittes; 
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wh^ conilantly call? upotvfjcfus ejirdy,mofitiogf to fao6lify 
his refolution of finning^againll God before night; w^o 
‘^ires out the patience of the faiMs and angels with the 
erambo of bis vain repetitions, his Marias, Ora pro 
uohls, and the reft of his^eligioua jargon ; who goes tb 
chdrch that he may get the whip-hand of the devil, and 
meeting him on holy ground, may whifpe*? treafon agaiiiit 
God Almighty over his beads, or his prayef-bpoh, as the 
"fccrmans do again ft the jmpcror over their bottle, fui 
r^,-without any obfervafors or tell-tales. 

I am "no worftiipper of images, pic^:ure3i old rotten 
worm-eatenr bits of wood, or other pretended relies oT 
Chrlft and his faints; I cannot be perfoaded that God b 
well pleafed to fee me make a fool of myfclf, and trot up 
and down in pilgrimage, to honour five .or fix lhaih 
heads of St. John the Baptift, for m fo'many feverai pla¬ 
ces do they pretend to (how that* one (acred relici wjiicli 
cannot be multiplied ; neither can I believe the miracu¬ 
lous vegetation, and conilant growth of the crols, vi^hich 
they pretend to ftiow whole and entire at Cefarea, whilil 
it is exhibited alfu in mjlliol?^s of pieces throughout Chrift- 
endom, fo that there is fcarce a Chriftian gentleman^ df' 
any quality in Europe, Afia, Africa, or America, who 
does not boaft' hi6 (hare of this wonderful relic ; if all 
ivhich pieces were put together, they would probably 
make a thoufand fuch croftes-as that whiqh is kept in Pa- 
leftine for the fuppufed true crofs whereon Jefus fuffere^ 
death, and yet they arc all faid to be aut off from thSt^ 

Indeed, Father William, I have no great ^omach to ■ 
(wallow down thefe great wooden fables ; the very chips 
are enough to choak me; but ^then comes the milk of* 
,the bleffed virgin to my relief, with which I may rinle 
my. unbelieving throat, almoft jn every parilh or monaftic 
cliurch 1 come at \ for 1 ^re fay there is more,of thiitd 
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/ be found in fuch places, than an Hungarian cow. would 
in feven years together; Jt>ut it curdles in my fto- 
mrich, and makes me Tick: The very idea of thefe child- - 
abfurditics is as operative as the draught of an antimonial 

f 

cup. 

It would be too tedious to turn up all the negative fide 
of my religion, and explain in an hundred more particu¬ 
lars what I am not: let us now therefore reverfe the ta- _■ 
blet, and fee what I pofitivelyjim. 

And here I am at a lofs for a compendious title or 
name to give myfelf, faving that of a Chriftian; for I know 
not to what more pafticular predicament I belong. ‘As 
for the dittinguilhing chara^ieriilics of Papift, Proteftant, 
Lutheran, Calviniit, Soctniau, Sic. 1 efitem them no o- 
therwife than the brapds of ib' rr.Eiiy •religious fadtions 
in the church ; and the particular title of Roman Ca¬ 
tholic looks like a folccifm in common feufe: 1 would 
thou fore be taken for a Chriftian, wlio neither makes 
panics, nor fides with any ; but, honouring Jefus as our 
common lord and mealier, I endeavour tt» obey his laws 
peaceably and like a loyal fufrjeft. 

J lay for a foundati^on of all my praflloc toward men, 
this golden rule which he gave us ; “ Not to do that to 
another, which I would not have done' to myfelf.^* Up¬ 
on this bafis is built the whole fabric of human juflicc. I 
endeavour to regulate'my own palfions, and to bear with 
thofe of others; to be angry with myfelf for the Icaft 
peccadillo^, but'to frame excufes for the errors and offen¬ 
ces which my neighbour commits. Here rifes the fuper- 
ftriffturc of all virtue, fupported by patience, hope, and* 
&ith, cemented by charity, meeknefs, and tenipcrance,- 
and adorned all over with good works. 

In a word^ather William, the fum arid fubftance of 
tny relig^bit cohfifts in thf^ few rules: To fear God, 
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ferve my king, Iioiio^ 4nd obey my parents, love my^ 
‘friends, and to do juftice to all men, withont troubling 
myfelf about empty formaliu’es, and needlefs, ceremonies, 
or being concerned in what nation, cl^ate, or focicty of 
Cliriftians 1 lire, fince God regards not one, man m<bre 
than another for tliefe exterior differences. 

Reverend monk, adieu ; and from what I have faid, 
conclude me a catholic in the propcrell fenfe. 

Paris 26th of the ail Moon, of the Year i68or- 


XVI.--r6 Murat Eaeea. 

Thky arc extremely merry here in Paris ; nothing but 
dancing, fiiiging, roaiiiig, drinking, ringing of bells, 
-making of bonefires and other illiuninations, fliooting’ 
of guns, flirting about fquibs, cracktrs, ferpents, pc- 
kets, and all inuniiei'^of gnn-pcwJer coinpofltionfi. If ft 
fliould hold but two liuiiri, lou'^er, I believe they would 
be in danger of running all mad. Tliis is the hour of 
midniglit, and yet they a.<p in the height of their jollity, 
which is not eniuimary in th .fc weilern parts, though no 
v.'onder in the liafl. I \vi fh Liicrc v.'tre a*rariny of Ot¬ 
tomans near us ;•! would giv them tlic fignal, at»d fliow 
them the way, when and how to enter the town, and 
take polTefiion of the liehcll city in Prance; for they 
fuipecl notliing, and t'ut very guards thcmftlves are all 
druak; it wa-e an eafy thing to furpnJi^ them, and tfke 
ihcfn.napping.. But tjicrc is a time andl* clfance for all 
things under the moon, and this is theii lucky fcafon. 

WouldH thou know the occalion of all this joy and fe-‘ 
curity ? I» ij} double ; of one fide the new’s comes rolling 
from Si'.ain of tiie new queen found Lljerc ; and on the 
other hand tlity are tranfported with tne j^jarriBgeof 





tjie ,I>piigbm ofjjfbt^ce wi^ tbe Prince fj,, 
Anna Maria Vi^i^pire, fiflivr.to^^li^e Duke of Bavaria. , *!.. 

inentione4 .that ^yances , were made ifl order,la tjiis 
match the latt^^ ^ .nd 9 £ the fpregoing, jear ; the farpo,. 
Was completed inwl its cercmo&Ics onthiivexy.4ay.. 

' The French king parted from Vcrfaillea about the be* 
ginning uf this moon, with the dauphin his fon, to meet 
the prlucefs : Their firft ijitcrview was at a place called 
Vitry. As foon as the dauplnnefs (for fo we mull call 
her now) faw the king alight bom his horfe* file leaped 
out of her coacli, and ^irew he’felf upon her knees ; but 
he foon raifed and embraced her with royal carefTcs, ex- 
preffiflg tlie mighty joy he felt at this £r&.%ht .of her, 
on v/iiom relied the hopes of France for heirs to the 
crown. Then he prefented the dauphin to her, who alfo 
was not wanting on his part to difeover the fentiments he 
had for a princefs' of fo great birth, merit, wit, aftd vir¬ 
tue. ' 

Tlie.queen did not fee her daughter-in-law till they, 
came to Chalons, and there fhe carelTed her with all 
tendernefs imaginable in outward appearance j but God 
knpws.what is in the hearts of thefc royal fouls, or how 
long their fflendfhip may lail. 

The ceremony of the efpoufals wa^ performed at that 
tpwn yefterday by the Cardinal of Bpuillon,gTand almoner, 
of France, in the chapel of the billiop’s palace ; and to¬ 
day, ^ 1 have faid, he itnilhed the whole bufinefs in the 
l^tpple of the Virgin Mary, the chief cathedral of this 
city, in the prefence pf the king and queen, .with divers 
lords and ladies of the court. There were other bifjiops 
tp alTiil him, whofe titles I^have forgot, but I think they 
were of Orleans and Cdpdom i This laft makes a confi- 
derable figure in the kingdom, and is created hril almo¬ 
ner. jtpJltad^^ the Dauphi^efs. He appears very zealous 
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in convertirig the hu^iiehots; and I have a gfeat deal 
more to fay of him than I have time to write now. 

Aifure thyfdf that I cherlfh a profound refpeft for 
thee; and that as I never, was, fo I never will be dcfco- 
tive or tardy in fending theethy pioportion of wefterii in-* 
telligence; for I mu ft divide it among the baifas and 
other*minifters of the Porte. * 

contented with thy (hare, and in the name of God 
fetcwel. • 

Pans, 8th of the 3d moon, of the year z68o. 
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J^EXTER Primipal Secre*^ 

^ tary of th Ottoman Empire* 

By the moi<joe of Sultan Jub» 1 fwear thefe petty re¬ 
publics of the Franks are not worth a mtilTulman^B 
thought; however, to fatisfy thy curious and inquifitive. 
genius, I will fay fometlung of /;a«h as llriefly and com- 
pendioufly as I caq. 

In my two laft, I difcourfed of the United Nether¬ 
lands, and the Swlfs Qantons; now I will ferry thee over 
the Leman Lako^ and land thee in Geneva, the mother, 
nuile, «iml centre of the C?lvinxlb. Thefe art a fort ^ 
ptottllants, dilTeiiting from the opinions of Laifher and 
his aftbciates, who was the hrft aiithot of what they call 
the Refoimation here in Europe. 

Tilt city of Gtntvd is \try ancient, and was not 
"foung in the time of Julius Csfar, as appearb by hfs 
Comgientarits, where he makes mention of its btin^ feat- 
ed on. the river Rofne, juft at dhe entrance of th<* L^bfan 
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L«a]ke; it ftands very pleafandy, and has a feitile foil 
round about it, where Ceres, drives to outdo Bacchus in 
her liberalities; for though there be very good vineyards 
in tliefc parts, yet not in fo^great plenty as to match 
the ^abundance of corn, pulfe, ha)'', oats, melons, and 
all manner of herbs and fruits that the climate ufually 
bears. 

The air is pure and wholefomc ; the winter is nothin.- 
cold as in Germany, nor the^ futhmer fo hot as in foine 
parts of France. 

The people are generally corpulent, morofe, inhofpi- 
table to ftrangers, efpecially to thofe of the Rom.an 
cburch, whom tliey always fufpe^ as fpies; they are 
very fhigal,.continent, and fober ; and, above all things, 
they affed): a lingular gravity in their carnage and garb. 

As for riches they can boad but litde ; and were it 
Hot for their art in making filks and printing books, of 
which infinite quantities and numbers are exported to o- 
ther nations, this commonwealth could not fupport its 
own charges. 

Indeed their military' drdngth is confiderable for the 
bignefs of theisplacer tjie city being fenced by nature as 
wcH as art with impregnable fortifications. They keep 
an exquifite watch on the walls, and at the gates; neither, 
can any foreigner have entrance or lodging there without 
undergoing a fevere ferutiny. They have a magazine in 
the city, furnilhed with aU fprts of arms, and with every 
^ing that is neeefiary to fuftain a long liege : Add to 
this,' the friendihip and patronage of the French kings, 
who have for many years Iheltercd this little republic 
from the invafions and encroachments of theDukes*of Sa¬ 
voy, who blaim a tide to it. 

There were fdrmerly three forts near the town, the 
poffeffian of the Savoyaiijds, which much annoyial the 



Book IV.' 


' A SPY AT rARlS. 


163 

inhabitants, and threatened the ruin of the city itfelf, 
with the (hot of great brafs ordnance, which were placed 
• there for that purpofe ; but Henry IV. of France took 
one from the Duke of Savc^, and demolifhed it in the year 
1600 ; he alfo caufed another to be pulled down, which 
equally endamaged the oppoiite hSe of the city ; and a 
third the inhabitants thcmfclves laid even with the 
ground, being aided by the French. 

If thou wouldd; know by what title the Dukes of Sa* 
voy pretend a right to Geneva, I will tell thee in a few. 
words : In formei^tiraes there was a feud between the 
Counts of Geneva and her Bifliops about the government^ 
each claiming it as his due : At length a certain biibop 
procured the principality of Geneva from Frederick It 
Emperor of Germany. This occafioned a civil war be¬ 
tween him and the Count of Geneva, which lading many 
yejra, and confuming the money and forces of the town, 
the inhabitants, with the confefit Of the bilhop, imploi;^ 
the protedion of the Count of Savoy. He raifed att 
army, and marched againfl the Count of Geneva, taking 
many towns and fortrefles^rom him which belonged to 
the republic ; then he advanped with the army near to 
the walls of Geneva, more like an enemy than a friend to 
the hi (hop and people ; for aiot content with his new 
conquefts, he demanded as much money as would quit 
the charges he had been at in this expedition. The bi* 
fhop reprefented to him, “ 'Fhat he Ought to be dontent 
with thofc places lie had won, and thaf they i}iouid*be 
acknowledged feudatoriCT of Savoy but this cUd not 
fatisfy the greedy count, who threatened the city if they 
would not reimbiirfe him with money. The inhabitants' 
being poor, and fearing worfe confcqueuces (liould thc^ 
provoke tliis prince too far, at lad agreed with him, 
That he ftioiild pofiefs as much right in the citw as tke’ 
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Ccfunts of Geneva had 'done before .this war began 
and this was done by way of pledge or mortgage. ’ The 
Savoyard therefore entering the city virith his forces, opi • 
prefTed the inhabitants with crpel tyranny ; fo that being 
provoked to defperate courfes, they confplred together, 
and ehofe tather to caff hack the Count of Geneva to his 
native poffeflion, from which he had been violently call 
out by'the ufurping bifhop, than to fubmit to a foreign 
jutifdiddojp, which began fo fAtiy to afflifl them with in* 
duppbrtable calamities. 

But this, inftead of a remedy, pftved an aggravation 
of their misfortunes; for'the Count of Geneva coming 
agaihft him of Savoy with fome forces, was overcome in 
bBttle,*'%nd fo Geneva was reduced to greater ftraits than 
before; for the Savoyards entering the houfes of the 
citfseas, drew the confpirators froUi theur lurking holes, 
and killed them, teommitting a thoufand other infolenci^l 
a^inft the inhabitants % nor did this ceafe till the whole 
race of the Countei of GeUeva was quite extinfi* Then 
Amadeus, the Count of Savoy, imding that’^ill'the 
Biihop of Geneva gave hlfh as much trouble as the 
counts had done liiefbre, obtained of the Emperor 
Charles IV. tO.be made vicar of the empire in his *pr»3^ 
vinccs, thinking by the grSatnefs of- this title and autho¬ 
rity to fupprefa the power of the ^ihop j but .the CQcle- 
fiahic prince fo ftrongly oppofed the fecular, that he 
^akittined his ovm-juri^ftion, and the liberty ef-the 
people, till th^ time of Amadeus VIII. who was his 
fucceiTor, and the firft who was created Duke of Savoy> 
being afterwards eleidlet) to the papacy, wliich he enjoyed 
byri<'the nsme'^of Felia* ; Before his affumption to this 
-^mghc of ecdcfiaiHe dignity,, he* had obtained of Pope 
Martin rthe.j.ttrifdi6iion in temporal matters ; 

but he found as much trogble ia;k as.his predeceKbmhM 
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done before $ and fo have aU hia fucceflbrs to this vei*y 
day; for, though they boafl 8f the title, yet they haye 
no more authority in the towo than the King of Ban* 

ThU city ia governed by a fyndic, and twrenty-fivc fe* 
natol^, who meet every day to confult about the affairs 
of the commonwealth, and to decide all caufes, whether 
criminal or civil. 

It is their chief intereft to hold a good gprrefpondenc^ 
with France, without whofe protcAion they would fuffer 
many injuries $ therefore the better fort, as it were by 
way of flattery and complaifance, drefs themfelves after 
the French fafhions, and make ufe of that languagCp 
though imperfeAly, in all their letters and converfations 
but the vernacular is the fame with that of Savoy, 

Accompliihed minifter, in regard thou complaineft of 
the length of#my letters, 1 will hereafter be more,con* 
ciiie, and refrefli thee often with brief accounts of the 
flat^ in Europe yet remaining to be fpoke of. 

In the mean time, think of doing poor Mahmut foine 
kind ofEce in the divan, foi* I ^am niacerated with zeaf, 
care, ficknefs, and old age, Sure^ I cannot live much 
ionger, or rather I (hall rmt be much longer a*dying; for 
this mortal Ufe is but dea.^ in mafquerade. 

Paris, 4th of the 5 th Moon, of the Year x 58 o. 

« \ \ w tOBtssssssossteaf^ssts j, ii ssaaaeemssmi 


II.— To Achmet B^aSSA. 

T 

SoMi& maxims of ftate or rejigion, which you {deafej 
(f6r they arc mueh one) have moved ihc Sing of France 
CO publiih « decree^ which they call a regulation, wbene- 
by he reftrains the huguenots from certain liberties and 
privileges which they ei^oyedsb^forc* 
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If thou wouldft know the charader of thefe hiigue- 
note, I will give it thee as well as 1 can, not pcrfed: and 
full thou mayeft fwear, but true, as far as it goes. 

In the frft place, therefor^ it is neceflkry for thee to 
know, that about two hundred years paft, a certain friar, 
or dervife in our ftyle, named Martin Luther, beiifg of¬ 
fended at liis lord and mailer the Pope or Bilhop of 
Rome, fet up for himfelf, as the only preacher, dodlor, 
reformer, and apoftle of that «ge ; he drevr abundance of 
people after him, and not a few princes and nobles ; the 
known fcandalous vices of the Roman clergy on one 
fide, and the epidemical inclination which .mortals have 
for novelty on the other, facilitated his innovatidn*. He 
grow famous in Wirtemberg, Augiburgh, and other 
parts of Germany where lie lived; in a wor^, his new 
do^lrines were like an earthquake to the whole empire ; 
he ILiggercd many wife and honelt men, «nd overthrew 
whole thoufands of fools and knaves^ 

Among the rett of the hft gang, one Calvin embfaced 
Luther’s tenets, a very learned man, and of great abili¬ 
ties, but* very partial, reyenjeful, and auilcrc in his hu¬ 
mour : At firft he Mjas very zealous and uniform in aU 
things, according to the model of his upllart maftcr,J?.v.C« 
upon feme difpute between them, he» lakes fnufl*, flings 
off the yoke, and revolts from his new direJSior. There 
have been fcveral fuch liot-headed fparks fmee that time, 
^very one afpiring at the charaAer of an apoftle or pro¬ 
phets* Z^ainglius, Oecolampadius, MelanAhojn, Bucer, 
Beza, and a rabble of other new lights and faviours of 
the world. 

Now the Ikiguenots, as I am informed, are the dif- 
ciples of Calvin; fo is tlie commonwealth of Geneva, 
with fome parts of Swsifferland, Holland, and the coun¬ 
try of tflie Grifons; Aefm’ England, Swedeland, Den- * 
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mark) Norway) Saxony, Brandenburgh, and Heffe- 
CafTel) t^iey are all Lutherans, faving that the Engltili, 
whom I firft menttoned, have made twelve feveral altera* 
tions in their religion lince/he days of Luther. 

It il obfervable of that nation, that they are flexible, 
and receptire of any foreign impreffion. The French 
fay, “ The Englifh would as foon embrace Mahometan- 
ifin as.any other religion, could ye but once get the 
length of their foot.” Thfe is an Englilk.adage. It is 
certain they are a very mutable, inconilant, rebellious 
people ; they forfeit on the plenty which nature hath gi¬ 
ven them, which makes them ftill uncafy, difeontented, 
and delicate ; they fpew out their own happinefs to.cafe 
the flomach of that intemperate nation, and prepare it 
for foreign fham-banquets of tnngiqians : Of old they 
were brav^and ftedfail to th^ir principles ; then their 
renown was fpread far and wide; “ when a baronpt of 
England (as it is recorded in the hiftories of France, 
which muft be impartial in this point) killed fivc*and- 
twenty Frenchmen, among whom were Uvo marquifes, 
four knights, and nine nobles of the leifer order.” 

But now they have quite loft their ancient fame and 
they are corrupted with a thoufand debauche¬ 
ries ; they are as fickle as the w'lnd, and as moveable as 
the dull It raifcB in the ftteets; in^ne, they are nothing at 
all but the obloquy and fcorn of other nations. 

But to return to the French huguenots, and Calvj^ 
their, maftcr : I was once acquainted w'itli a veay afnCffnt 
dersrife, or friar, when 1 firft came to* Paris, who confi¬ 
dently aflirmed, that he had often heard his own father 
fay, That Calvin, in his prefence, once thruft hrs right 
iftind into the fire, wiftiing it had been burnt to afhes, 
when it diredled his pen in writing againft the real pre- 
fence of the body of Jefus thi Meflias, in the fiftrament 
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^,th€ altar; writitea t)iht''f[i!tjil treatife, 

ha f;ouM do ao Jefa in hotiour ihan defend it ^ the 
^And yet this is one fcf the aardkal and nsoft important 
points ia oontroverfy between^(he cathotief Had the hil- 
iguenots,^ lurhcreiDfl' the vholelsody nf religion depends, 
and,turns to the right hsoid sff to the }sk ; fo chfltTn the 
.p^ini the baguenots 'ha^ no other ground for their ft* 
^paration from the Roroun church, than the confei&d ob- 
i^inacy of »their ^ing^eader^ tell thee plainly, they 

are tha dsA^lee of hisliumoary ai iveHas of htsdoStfined: 
There is not fuch a pertinacious fort of people living','fb 
iiagular» ipartiah feb^-coiijseieed,^ ^i^uh^^and Ihdifriglble. 
We muj^ always ekeept out of this idiafaSlet fbn^Wbf the 
gentry!!, , mofb.of the nobks, and sdl the bCattn 
that profedton, mi they call them, that b, thC' thCn* of 
fenfe j for they defpife the bigotry of thdt^dSfbdireni and 
go io their public aifemblie^ rathsi^ in eCiti^fahc^fi^to 
their parents, 'friends, and kindred, or for thC'^fake ^ lif¬ 
ter jsil, than out of any real r^ard for a tellgiihi'Of'tb 
young a date,^ fo mean and contemptible ^ %iirei 'ind 
which is (hut up tvithiii fucK narroW'limits. . - ^ 

, They are, in ihort^ fo bad, or at leak grown fo odious 
at the court, that the kingis quite angry with thcin.^>»»'4.. 
refolved to extirpate them and their *new*faRg}ed''%ei^ 
out of the nation. IqMder to this^ ‘he proceeds gradu¬ 
ally, like a politician, being nOt wtlb'ng to tempt 'them 
4o.,a general revoke by provoking the whole party at 
ai^d rendering them diefperate. Ko, no i he is eun- 
ninger^thaa.to> draw a eivd 'War upon himfelf and^his 
kingd^r- hy<.giving .ib loud an idattn to a people who 
ure ieiTflGh,,potent, and whofeinEareft is tntich interWo- 
Tua withtbitiof dike oathdma*^ i'%elicve, to fpeak niy|S- 
d^yi( 4 .tJicy ueeuble to k^ iricy thouiand men arms 
in pay# p*^|k£y cap ^6cmtpee.«^lbe btiknefs umong them- 
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•fiucere pi€|y, tFiat I, who regard ih) oncf fcct of the Fiaulrs 
more t)iau another, canno| but admire the ftatiiral abili¬ 
ties and perfe^tidns of his foul. lie is leai ned as Abd^'l 
Mclcc Muli Omar at Fe^; pious as Hebitolla Mir Ar- 
guir at Cogni in Natolia j abiliuenl as'Mohaijimcd in A- 
rabia j holy as the abAva^ed Mlrmadolin, fantone of the 
Vale of Sidon j a man even y'way accomplifhed, and Jin- 
Ipited vvith divine munificence. 

0 great buffa, accufe me for this eulogy pf a Chi-i- 

Uipn ; but let tliou and 1, and all true belicvets, prodt 
the; btlbexamplcB, wherever, or in whatfoever religion vc 
^nd tlKniy whether they b« giafres or mulTulmans. 

Palis 13th pf the 8lh Moon, of the Year 1680. 
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* * 
So long as thou doft not complain of my too fiequcnt 

letters, I diall not murmur at the pains of wTiting them. 
It is a plealitre thus to revol^w.the hi dories of pafl ages : 
^nd whilft I with m^own liand vonfign tliem to paper, 
they lijjicrc the fatter to my memory. I lliould not be. 
lorry if 1 wtre to I^cnd the remainder of my day IiTT- 
pitomlfing ■all the antlientic records and that an* 

extant in the world j' fucU an cxcrcife would b(» a ct»a» 

I • 

Hunt relief of naelaneholy, by lighting abundance 01 
iifii^bt^ux and loenfis in ihc foul to dlfpeife the miftb and 
darkueffa,which uatafally make it fad. I endfcd my laft 
letter with the rei^n of Numa PompIUus over the Ro^ 
''mans, who, as if lie hi|d made the kingdom bei editary 
only to men t>f virtue; was np ibpaer dead, but the peo¬ 
ple cleded TuUuft HolUlius«fdr, their kiqg, in confidcra- 
tion of i|p8 excellent endowments and merits. 
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inftiftidled tiie Romans in a more* peife6t military- 
diTcipline^ and improved the art of war; fo that havingi^ 
trained up The youth to d wonderful promptnefs aftd Ikill 
in arms, he ventured to fend a defiance to the Albans, 
invade their territories, ttoiigIi*they were a ftout 
^people, and had lorded it a lon^ time in Italy but 
whep many battljf’ h5d bean fougllt between them, with 
equal'damage to both fides, at length, to put an end to 
. the war, and make the ldilt;s of the Vanquiihed more com¬ 
pendious, they mutually Agreed to de'cidc tliG viftory,,by 
a combat of three brothers on one fide, againil as many- 
on the other.^l'hofe^ on the ^man part wey called 
Horatii, the Alban brothers Curiatii. ^ ‘ 

The fij^ht was fair and dubious a^d had*an -admirable 
.event ^ for all the three Curiatii were wounded, and two 
of the Horatii killed, fo.that )t feemed di^eult to de¬ 
termine which ha<f the advantage, one found and untouch- 
'ed Roman, or three faipjt* and weakened AllWns. • Hbw- 
cvci*, the fptvivihg. Horatius, not prefuming too ^nuch 
on his own ftrerigth againfl: fuch an unequal number of 
enemies, added policy to hil courage, arid piade ufc of 
this '■ftralagem: ■ ^ ♦ * 

He counterfeited a flight, Ahat fo he'might fcparatchisf 

^9 ^ A* 

adverrrtrics, and ehgage with- them, fin^y, one after ano¬ 
ther, according as they^oveijfook him. His'plot took, 
and he vanquifhed all three : But he fullicd his victory 
with the blood of his filler^whom at Ms retutn hb killed, 
becaufe fhe met him n^t witb }o)’*^’iid triilmph, 
grief and tears £di the lofs of her fpoufe, who was one 
of the thre*c Alban'brethren. ‘ He was cajlcd in qucilion 
for the bloody fa£l,' but his mCTit fuperftded his crime ; 

t}ic«fa£^> which, at anot]ier time would have coil him 
his Head; now ferved but to augment glory. 

W 2- 
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• Not long lifter this, there brok^ o\it srwjr between tl*e 
liromans and the Fidenate^, ^ ^ people of Latiuin or Tuf- 
cany* 'The Albans, according fb their late feague, were 
obliged to aid'the, Romans in tl^ir wars, wherefore |.hej 
fent auxiliary forces,* iindda the cororoand of Metius Suf- 
fetius : But this captajii proved treacherous for juft as 
the two armies were gdlpg to wter mto battle, he w^'th- 


drew his Albans to the top of a hill, ^ where they ftood 
neuters, to behold th5 fprtunc,p/^the fight, that fo they 
might join the ftrongeft pdrty, •which w'hcn Tullus per¬ 
ceived, he politicly cr^d out w ith a loud voice, in the 
hewipg^f both armies^ *< That Metids had done this by 
his-command.'^ Then the Romans.topk courage, 4Qd 
their eneniKs being^^fuck with terror, wer^ fgon routed 
and overcome ; after w'hich, the Roman king caufed the 
traitor Mefips SufTctius to, be with cords to tw-o cha- 
I lots, and torn in pieces by wild horfes? , ,dlfo ruined 
and^quite delflolilhed Alba, notki) 9 king.on that city pow 
as the^parent, but the livaljof Rome; however, he £141: 
^tranfported to Rome all the richtrs ^f ^Alb^, withjUie io- 
habifants, that fo that city lAl^ht not feem to periih, but. 
only to remove its Situation, and* be incorporated With 


Rome. 


, Ancus Martius fUcceeded Tullus Hbfliiius, berng 
grandchild t>f Numa by his^au^Ur: He inherited Us 
qualities alfo, as well as'hl^ blood *, he encompafted the 
city with w'alls, and joined tjp: banks of Tibcr^ which 
rah.i;hiroqgh the*mid‘dlii1>f ii,%whl)^a bridge; j he like wife 
built the port Ollla, j'l^ft by Cbc moiith of the, river, 
where, it flows into the fee» planting <th«re a ’colony-of 
Koitiens, aa if. he had then firefaged fwhat afterwards 
came to pafs, that tlie merchapd^s of the worlds ihoul^ 
be brought in thither, as into the maritime ftoreh^ufe of 
the citp*4e^Bed to ooBqu|jr a^ things.** 
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To him fucccedcd Tarquralus, afterwsi d4 furnhmed 
Piifcus: He was of foreign cjKtraAion, obtained till* 
fi>Tcri?ignty by his eloquence and wit; fo^, 'btittg the fon 
of Lucjxmo, a Corlbtliwn, \y.Ho atandoned his cO^tiV, 
and fled into^ufeany, wheic he was madt^kirtg, this Tar-, 
quinius, pollftiing his 'Gieek nature vitfh Italiah arts, in- 
finuated fo far with the Romans,'that they chofe him 
•fgr tReir kirfg: Pie augmented the number of fenators, 
and added three Hundred fofdiers to th^ troops Ujit were 
alceady eftabliflied, Vhich was all he durfl; do*^ in regard 
Altius Nseviiia, an augur in high requc*ft’ among the 
. Romans, ji^d forbid shiy greater number to be added. 
Thefe 'aogurj were a fort of .diviners, who fbretdld 
thV'gs to come, from the chirping, flying,Teeding, and 
other a£ti6as Sf birds. Tarquinius one day aiked this 
Attius Naevius, ** Whether the thing could poflibiy be 
done, which he bad then tho^ht upon?^' Thev augur, 
confuhing his art, anfwered, ** It might be don%” Then 
{aid the king, I was confidering whether I coulfl cut 
this whetftone with a razor.” ** Yes, yow may,” replied 
Atthis. And the king dl^ It. • From that time, the A>1- 
lege of augurs, firft founded bytRomuIus, waa held in 
^ ^’*,(;n’ed efteem by the Romans. I fhould havc.called them 
''tne 'i Humvirate of Aughb, for there were but three at., 
'flrftj'-one out of every tribe; but Servius Tullius, the 
nexk Icing, added a fourth. Thefe wcr£ alj nobks. JBnt 
afterwards they v^ere ^creqfed to nine*, and laft ot all to 
fifteen, in the di<5latorfhip of ^ylla. 

To return to Tarquinius: He was ao Icfs'pro^crolis 
’ in war than in peaefr^ fbr he fubdued Pwclve cities of the 
Tufeans, jvith tHe temiories belonging to them ; he in- 
^prnted robc^ and enfigne of ftate j the. ivory feats of'cha- 
Yiots, wherein the fenatocs* were carried to thy council ; 
the gold rings^ and 'hagniivent^ horfe-trappil 1 g!^ yirhiob 
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•were'g'iven to the‘Roman knights,-as badges of honour 4 
alfo the piirpld and fcarler robes ; tlie triumphal chariot 
of gold; lift painted^ Phrygian robe, worn by a vi^lorii 
ous general, when he celebrated a frium^h $ with many 
. other ornaments and public decorations, to fet forth the 
maje'ily and graifdeur of the Roman ftate. 

Tarquinius being mortally wounded, his wife Tanaquil. 
i^g-fuaded the people^ that all was well witK'him; that his 
ulounJs Hv'ere dot datagerolis* ihat he w^s only laid in a 
Humber; and that in a little time* they Ihould fee him 
well again 2 ih the mean while, (he faid, 41 ^s-Ws wHl 
and pleafurc that they (houid ob^ Servins TulHus, a fk* 
vtmnte of hcr’a, #ho would adminIfter j|(Ucc, and gou 
. YeiTi the people wiTety during trhic king’s iHnofs. 

Tlris ‘Servius wks the Ibn of a* Prince of La- 

tium, who bei^ killed id a battle ilrith the Romans^ bis 
carried captive to Rome, and being prefented 
\6 (^'eaiR 'f'anaquil, lived free from fervitude under her 
|>rot^i(in •; and being*^ith chdd, was deliverod of Ser- 
Vitfs TuHiufi ia Tanaquil’s palace. The qileen took a fin- 
guflar fancy to fhe hobleinfant, tnd gave him'royal edu- 
’cation, pref^ing fyoifa a flame which (he faw environing . 
Ins head, that he would be* a famouSe'man in titne.^ -It 
■ was for this reafon (lie perfuaded the people to receive 
him as the king’s fubftitate ordt^puty^ for a while, not 
doubting butthat after they had tafl.edthe fweetnefs of 
JiiB '^vemmentj^frd tfhq death of .Tarquin fhould be 
knoHHi,’ they would caffly fubmit to him as Tarquin’s 
fuccc|jor.' Her-ftratagem had its defired effeA*; for Sci> 
vius I’ullius imji^bved his* time fo well in pleafing the peo¬ 
ple, tliat tlie kingdom, which be obtained b 5 «icraftr was 
acknowledged by 4 a 1 I as 'due to’liis merit and wrtues. H J 
firft brought fhe'people of Rome under an aflfeffmenti 
it^hei^by^cvcry man’s cftatc^^arvalwed ;*be divided them^ 
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into claites, wards, and collcgjes aiul the commanw'eaUh 
waS'br.jigUt into fuch cr^er, by the exqirifite.^olicy* of 
this wife king, that the diflfere&ce •of every man’s pattU 
mony, dignity, age, tradd, and olSace, was regidered in 
public.table.s, which rcndcre^d the economy of this greats 
ftatc as regular and eafy as that of a priviPte family or 
’houfe. . • ^ 

.I’he lafl “bf alf ^e kings was -Tafquinius, fumanfed 
the Proud, foi the morof? and difdainfid ternghtinef^ of 
his temper.: fie married the daughter of Serviua Tqjlius, 
in hopes of fucceeding in the kingdom f but Se not hav¬ 
ing patience to w'ait for the natural death of his father- 
*iiidaw, hired ruffians to murder him» and tl^ {eized^vp- 
on the kingdom by violence; neither ib'd he govern the 
ftate with lefs wicke^nefe ai^ cnteltyi than that by which 
he obtamed'^it for he denied burial to his imirdered faf, 
ther-in-la?W, faying, “That he deferved not better ufagQ 
than Romulus, who perirtied without a fcfmlchrev” He 
alfo flew the chiefs of the nobles whom' he^fufpeiRed to 
be'in Servius’s rntercll. And hiS wife TuUia w’as as bad 
as lie ; for as foon as flie had fainted her hulband by the 
title of king, fhe caufed’herfelf tc^bc driven in a chariot 
dead dlrgife of her father. Both of, them ex^ 
ercifed great cruelty, and, niaflaered many of the fepa- 
tors t ^iit the pric]|^ of 'iCirquiu was intolerable to all, 
till, at length, when he bad fpent enough of his rage at 
home, he tuilitft it ngainil his forei^ enemies alwoad, 
and took many flrong toxvns in IjUtiirm. 
wilhilanding .lU his vices, b'e g^vc^the w'orld this prooTof 
his piety, that out of the fpoiib vvhiclt,he took from hi?} 
eviemies, he railed mfJiKiy, and finiihed ‘ihefcwitli th>e 
*1?clnplc of Jupiter in the Capitol, whicli his father Tar- 
quinius Prifcift hiid begun. The floryTays, that as they 
's-vcrc laying the hmudalionscff tl’iij^*ttmpltf, they fb'indtUp 
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heid’of a man, whicll they interpreted as a good omen, 
that Rogie fhould be the*feat*pf^ a vail eiApIre, and mif> 
trcft of the whole ^aith, as it afterwdVds came to pafs. 

The people of Rome bote the pride of Taic^uin, 
.but 'Would not bear with the lad and tyranny of his fons, 
one of whiehiiraviihed Lucretia.a woman of admirable beau« 

Ik " 

ty^ud virtue : The cbaile matron expiated the difgrace 
by dabbing herfdf^ and as ihe bre^hed her laft, jhe 
charged Btutus and'Codathitts, two princes, to revenge 
her caufe ; wherefore they flirted itj^ the people to aflert 
their liberty, and abrogate the kbgly government,^ which 
was as readily done as mentioned •, and here was an end 
pu^to tbt tyranny of king}. * * 

In my ne^t*^ 1 wilt rdate the ihereafe and prog refs of 
the* Roman date, under the government of confuls and 
icmperots, ^hich will comprehend the mod memorable 
events of peacS and war, even to the iratadronihe of the 
empire. 

I^bms, lad qf the 9th Moon, ot the Year idSo. , , 
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^ Pt^orier tp^e 

• ^ 

the foul; that th^ thou^t I am upon,^ that 
is the vroid I am going to whether it fliall, oft^r 
the l^nd divorce fiom the bp^y^ go t^o heaven, or hell, 

* l^'aSHi.^y orc^commonly Veprqfenleiiy or wlfcthei it flwll 
nof lathei be more hi;^ily or^ miferabl) ^Tpoful of, ^r 
if JeK, yet at le-ijll in a iofe proportionate order of ctejr- 
fiisd jhdfce* hf^tthfnks t^tade^ayd^cel the bij^ridl mean¬ 
ing of the wOrd T^ane/isf which*^ though it pafs d'l prn'»'j^ 
tive Greek among the mod Itatncdof the* wedern fchp* 

ejari prove H to be i* ^hoenieran derlv-itive fro'^ 
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the Chinftfe, and 1 can demonflrate liJsLcwili; tl^at it'ia 4t*U 
r»f myfl-erits. • ^ * t • 

fiver)*- fyllable* of it i$* facred "Ojind 'myfteqfiua as |;he 
Mfne, Mfne, Tlkel; Uph^sjw; of 2jdJJ^ai6»ars 
XurKtavit-y NumetavUt that ft the ferife 

jf ^t*; fo are words become the Eternal M^nd.^ •> 
Tilt. \ery letters which con)pofe words (I fiiould li^ve 
faid the fyllableii»tir{l, in mannci*s} ]pd all the p0U' 
du(5l8 of the mathematics 1 1 mean, of the anginal icienoc, 
rurt of tliofe paltry fragments; fciap*s, and ofFali»» thuit'asre 
twgl>irin fchools and academes $ ^uch*as the Eh^mentSof 
Eudluli^he R<ydlmcnt8 of Algcbu, Bedhzer, KiflucUtor 
any oth^ lear.ned pen. There is fpmething more witlvn 
the vergt. of human (c'cnce titan, what has been divu^ red 
hitherto in th * world, pr at lead more than w hat i ncm 
extant, and has efoaptd the.iuin of fiies, floods, earth 
q^uakes, and,the jawsx>f all devouung time,, ^ i 

Learned Otchan, X will not be piohx , but anCwer 
one queilion about the^foul: Canfl thou bchtve ^le Hones 
of the pnefts concerning purgatory, hcll> and the two dfher 
limbos? liafl thuji faith cngmgh to- fwallow the rid culous 
figmeuts of the book intitfed, Sp^ulurn Exemplorum, a 
^tva^ f€rhi|hly celebrated and magniiilcd among the fa> 
periVvioUo Nazarines of thd Roman church > Btlivc me,* 
thefe dodlrints^re the j^re eflcc\s of anthropomorphifm, 
or the religion of thoie who Tepicfent God undti the 
form of a mortal man; for they,* ppor loulb, are. fo in¬ 
capable of fifing above this giofa an<f 
that they even preftune to drawf and^paint cifigies of 
the Eternal Divinity, which has no fignre*Qrrefembland)B; 
they pouitray hWlike a very old man, w*th»grcy Ifeifs 
on his head and beaid, and then they fet the idol up hi 
{^ples to be adored: The rude*and ignorautvu^r 
dafe not contradidl thor gui^s, whom ^hey 
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* • 
raclcB ; they bow before the facred vanity, paying divine 

• honours to the woik of human art. 'Thus fup<;rilitiou 
and error fprcc^d abioad and take firm root in tlje world; 
from lienee the duller part of mpn derive their notions of 
man’s foul.* 

T’hey pannot conceive how it Qiould fubfift after dq^ith, 
without jull fuch a ^ody of fielh arfd blood as it has in 
this life ; andet they contradiA thatvpiy opinion, by 
alTertiiig tlj^at it cannot have fi|ph a bydy tdl the general 
refuric^lion, wliild at the fame time they afiert, that it 
Ihall enjoy all tht.*pleafurC8, or faffei all the pains,' which 
none but corporeal beings are capable of. .* Doi^tlefb the 
infidels arc involved in a labyrinth of hcre/ics. 

\Vc mortals know not the ftale of deputed fouls, whe¬ 
ther they go upwards ordownwards^ *0 the eaft or weflifc 
noith or fouth ; we are whdlly ignorant of tb^ climates 
whetein the blc/Tpd and the damned arc feparatcly difpof- 
, cd of. Perhaps the doctrine of t^cpnfmigratibii taught by 
Pythagoras, Empedocles, and alj^ the eaftern Indians, may 
b^rue, from wliich belief few tnuiTulm^nb do dificnt; or 
it may be we Ihall, as the gentile poets wiote myfteij- 
oufly, fall into lathe's lake^ into the region of forgotful- 

• nefs, where we fliall be as though wc^ had liever bcen^ 

* This »8 the foul\ina61ive ftale*, if any* fuch ther#-^ in 
nature foi an incorporeal fptrit $ and then the Millcuaiics 
or (Bhialifts among tbe^hi;iftians, may be much in the* 

* right of it, who the fleep ■o^^fhe foul until the re- 

^^d\ieii|, in my opip^m this life itfelf^ where¬ 
in we think Qurfelves fo much awaW^ to hear, fee, tafte, 
{meUi^eel, and/qvel in the^pleafures of the univeifci h 
biff a dream or trance, a grand dcliquium of the foul, the 
univerfal apoplexy of human nature; for the true genuine 
life is oijdy to be foun.d above, in the pure.regions o/tSie 
jiffi. or^Qre r^ned fkies If not thcre^ atjeaft'and 
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iiT .tin: fuperldtive height bcynnd the flarai 
xjmo*^e from nai row and poUitted nfllttci, vihcie perfe^l 
ifTcnccs do bade eternally*ln the grand halo of the God¬ 
head, or (h»-ovid and cool*thcnii\.Ut;;g UtuUi *hc fliady trees 
of piiadjfe, wlIoU* loot'? fprmg ftom tlu deep abylTts of 
'’•^ernity, ahd aie wSflied by fpring** and llrtama warbling 
(long toe \Mdatit b^nlvio^fweet ihlofe., and elegant bor¬ 
ders. of the gr^vts in Eden. 

Such are the pkaftfre^ which God, the fxountain ortnu- 
nificcnce, ib pkall(fd to treat his creatures witff; lie ftndics 
his favourites with infinite beatitudes. ^ 

Ther\ le in paradife wvers broad and long as the Di¬ 
li u he, Volga, iNiger, Niluo, or any other noted current 
up >11 eaith"; their (lictirns run all with hdney, wine, and 
frtilk, or mare delicious liquors, if arrj’’ fuch there be. 

Thc 7 afe not deep, that timorous men need fear to^ 
drown,themfclvcs, yet, deep enough for foreign eaithly 
foulj to IVim iii,cvcrlaftiiig pleafures. Moreover, t non 
knoweft the iaymg of thejirophet, “ Tl^^it welhali na^c 
women tl^ctc, w4iofe'bcauty no painter*^ art cay ever 
ptefs, who (hall not glanc^a look upon another uin be- 
(Ide thefr own ;** women whofe beauty (hhU cxccec the 
lultre of diampnd^ lubies, hyacinths, and whatfq^verds 
‘precious in the E^ft. 

* He promifes like wife, “ Th^t we (hall "be (Irctch^^ 
out at petfcafl eafe on (lately beiTs, lind^ ^vilions of mag- 
filfic Uru^lurc *,** whe^e pages fair and beautiful as pearls 
(h^ll wait upon us, whilft gentle zephyrs faq thinamll^itt 
air with tlieii immortal breezes^ making a fo(l andgMt^- 
fid found among the leaves and boughs of thoiw till vei- 
daitt copfes, woods, and thickets, which al'e planted he^c 
there throughout the fields of pai adife. ^ 

. O Orchau ! by all thefealle^orie^ w'e are to uhderfiand 
thc^pTcme‘'felicity'of virtUtwa fohls^' who JitlSa-AlWj. 
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4rtd^k>^l" "T^hh U" a ^btflam''>tuk, 'that ^ wlratfoever ♦is 
^pkeffant imd agi^reible t<9‘arty j^ood man upon earth; ihatl 
<ftd'‘(fckhei* ftfpdrlatively AugfmeirtdtC in fpecie, ov'improTed. 

an iniBniteiy more pleafant ^change in heav^.*' So 
^tharVio tnaa thatMTfe's well can poffibly be baulked of his 
‘4M1 of happinefSi 

^ Shall I dkoourfe frankly^ and ifter the manner of 
fi lends ? I* think, urhen'Apropos hal done her buiiaefs 
land omsyo^hoii (lie has.citt tl[^e thread of earthly h'fei our 
'^uls wIU awake as'from a t^diotA dumber mnceHU^of ^ 

JOys and griefs, of fearfr>anrd'4xopee) pleaftires, and 
• and we fhall'ibori experience the fruth«of aU anxious 
fbnrcaft^ ^ wevery inan (htdl be difpoCicd^i^, according to' 
^is rank in the^heraldry of fate { i will 4Bot <preruihe to 
calculate particnUrly, Where* or how ;. onl^; iii'genecal, 
this ite my &ith) that there*are paradifes of all forts and 
' dcgfcta'prepartd with exquiiite proportion for the varibus 
^k}n^s of good men,< and heHs as accurately dtfed >and 'e- 
'^ually adjutted for the {kinifhmettt of the wicked^ to 
.whatfoever clat| or order ; for itlaippiiars to*me j a grand 
Iblecihn, a perfedl'blniCckr I» divinity>«nd saaToh, to.af« 
dert or imagine, that ys fooh the breath is oat df the 
t b6dy> eur fools muft dither fwiflly poft tiffoagh all ibe 
^mehts and orbs ^bovy, fied hi ’8 inoAient3s'tsHHe<d>e>ibdt- 
/«di id the ^lom*empythewinj o^> elfe matt /tumble heid- 
4ong in* am ioftakib io«^e Joareft bell., * Methhiks» ii£ I 
were to go ttpwaids»‘/l Woidd<tarry>by vray» andidi' 
ivh^t^i^lf a < while fill 'upper^'segioii' of ferene and 
balmy air, there to convexie withjcbitrteoua demons, aad 
♦^dtiil^^fitjbifoidvafLgdnc^ eltkphiloraphd'sand^oets: 

at leaft foriOi^ffbeusy i^onttr, O- 

liv^^/aad Iwcietlot Bindttr,? Epidbetiu^ Undy by^r 
by,'dak<Siiif^^s' !<.fltd(ild^)|id ambitiods abb to fee or 
dhifbrioliBdkluhMttasiiBiMio.jd^Umus^ awifome 



•thereof .Uie G'rec{»n/i^9 iw^tKer wov44’I 
naW of ^ny renowned, wife , man 
thinli; the earth h<?tii^’biiit 4 ^,w. 9 ! dejhvV(’'IK> 

be mentioned. But above al1> f- fho«dd ^ - diligent tl|d 
curious to fiild outi^ho thripcl.^fFeat'^f^ermc?, 
wifflom and fcienoe. It is ten to one b^it 
JloraccV ajid afk fcjr a little of«his: beloved Champaign 
Mulcadin^y if he.has any there. i 

’ When I had thns refre^ed, myfclf in thje paradifes jof 
this fuUunary. ,I would take my and tray;:! 

yghaL^b o£ii4he moon ; f *wioOld.dE.ifj^ the hand of Me* 
narohuflt^hfy^ mlesjiji^the inhabitants.ojthat pfenet; ifc 1 
found him^in a, gwj^ ihftmoijri^jv wonld-humbly b^ 'ftis 
pardony and inifteede for the fiUy Arcadlansy who boaft- 
ed that theirxountry jwas older .than the.moojM X would 
rcprcfcnt theur calfeasj&vourably as I could^ putting hkh 
icumindithal tliey> were; only a. company of poor ignor^ 
ihepherdsiv.'who (};..hroacbed thait blafphemQus libel» aj$d 
that their nation isi. quite, e^tinft on eaijh:t ftl^srcf^ye 
they are not )r 4 Jrthy ,of his farther revenge orianger^ finee* 
every Afbi|dian.'who4tad.adeirtid:t hia lifetime^ h| 8 ) 
iqrihis'penwoei be^n forced >to jig in the nainea of the 
mdbn from< the hour of: bis' deftth. .Perl|aps pobr 
fit]il>the bettehlbr.«iy; apology^, who.bnoifes: 

•H Ji.-lbiiDd'that -my re<|a<^ waa granted, and tha(e 
ubfortiunate^lArcadiahsy .beingjreleafed>frqm the $ub-Gyh- 
thSan. dungeoiiB, wcij^ permitted to,return to cs^rth again, 
l'..would>k:hargectheq^^'haveita .Cant haw the y aff rojiled 
fiKhapottntheighboi^ti^aiaat.tiiDe. 

^ .'Habing dc^.lbf^QO&a'st^tb^ItwQhldfl^iitbnjf^iij^e 
orb'of Mfrcnrjf i&:nifldbly.flt>ibcmldb left;tbat cunnilg 
lhould,gfteal vtbe te^jjb’utu^f « 3 g .-bead f andr^uil 
paying nty refpeda.m Lady'iVebuB l..rwaut(X 

ihttt aad gbdc^itf^4,t»dfethiD>4ite 
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• « 

Ionia, Zant^t^Cerigo, with o^iany ijdore of le(8 note ; n^ 
t^fpjeak^^andia, fo weu icil^wn to the muflulmans. ^ 


From'^thefc territories the republic has an yearly ii - 
com'e of two ^hions m gol^, i^hich is not treafiired vy 
Tor p,ny lon^ time, but is employed in the public expen-' 
ees, as in maintaining militfary forces by fea^iid land, in 
)}iu1dihg and rigging up their fleets, in railing and rcpaii? 
Jng forts and calUes, in paying^the ftipendb of magjftra^e*'^ 
and public minifters, with other cxpej^ces too tedious to 
be n^med.* 

' ■'They have other ways to Yaik >uonCj^,in exliapj^-^jj^/ 
cafes, as in time df war, or the like ; foj- -theii^'icy^otf- 
ble or tiebk the taxes,' and tythes, and impoKS ; and all 
are liable to anfwer the dAiands of the republic, the no- 
’bl<j as well as the vulgar. Neither do they feem unwill¬ 
ing, when the extreme necelHtics of the ftate require it ; 
but, if this be not fuiTicient to defray tbe.public charges, 
then the magillrates and public 'minifters are ub'%ed to 
wait foi thefr falartes and ftipen^s till tlie comironweaUh 
Tis ill a condition to pay them. They alfo*^ fuch* a time 
are ufed to fell the places of^ great truft and boifour to 
the nobles, who at other tfmts iinjof them gratis^ as a 


reward of ihcir mcritf. 

If ail this wifl not do the bulinefs; and'^they figd them- 
ftlves reduced to great extremities, then they iJorrow of 
private petfons fuch Aims as they want, on the public 
^ith ; and if any wealthy eitfken refufe, or appear un- 
w^ing to lend hjs money, they ufe force and violence, 
feiziD^his goods, whether moveable^r immoveable, and 
fell them for ready money. At the fame time, the le- 
, public declares herfelf debtor to thofe men, and pawns 
her faith to pay them, with intereft, after a certain num¬ 
ber of years, or when the war is linilhed, accordin^*^& 
4he is able | and ^at which is moll admirable is, that all 
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this is don^'without the leaft tumult or (editioiii or any 
exterior Tymptoms of difeontent; na^, this peopleware 
fo prompt and ready to aififi: the ftate io luch exigencieSf 
that it is common for ftumy of the nobles and wealthy 
citizens^ to make a voluntary tender of thpir money to 
the fenate ;'*and fome will fell their plate, of their own 
Secord, with ^1 their wives jev^els and oth^r ornaments, 
tuniing them mto n^ney,. fpr the fervice of thcfcommon- 
wealth. 


Befides, not qj^ the inhabitanta of Venice contribute 
tt^^ pU’CCc treafury, but a|fo the othef cities and 
towns Snkr^their jurifdidion, eM according to their ^ 
^ility^ thei9^|bre it matters not much whether the re¬ 


public have an}^ baqk pf money by her or no, fince her 
private fubjeds are* rich enough, and Hie c^ii make ufe of 
their wealth without any difficulty, ov ill confcquenc^ 
whenever (he has ocoaflon. * . 

As"' for the flrength and fnilit'ary forces of the Vene- 
.tians,siit may.be faid Uiat there is (carce a prince in 


rope who has better and larger fortifications than this re¬ 
public ; to defend which, ffod all her othee pofleffiohst 
(he makes ufe of the Inhabitants, every province being o* 
hliged t 9 furnifh fo many thoufand foldiers as are fufficient 
to hll the garrifoin, and guard the country from* foreign 
Mnvafion. Thus, in the province of Lombardy alone. 


there are twenty-hve thoufaod loot kept cqnflantly in 
arms j Bffide^thefe, in tiiru; of war they raife extraordi¬ 
nary armies, both^Jn ^vir own territories, and^*n 
many, or apipng^We Swifs Cantons ; from which laA* 
they gcjperally ^have an aid tjiiitty or iive>axid>thtrt^ 
thoiifend mercenaries,^ wlip arc partly bellowed on board 
^lunr and paitly in tbeir fprts ai\d caillcs, whil^ 

foipe of them guard the bridges^ a^d Mtber paitls of the 
ca?untry. As for the cavalr)i of this commoni«caltn*^t 
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16 very fmaD and iliconiiderable for their nun^ber j bill 
hcii^ moft of thfm the fons of nobles,‘they are valtiei 
for- their blood, "which' infpirn them with heroic refblu' 
tioTi and bravery. • ’ * 

When they are to wage war by land, they ufually in 
irhe fomc foreign jjttty prince to be gencraliflimo of thei; 
anrtiea: him they endelr With moft ample gifts and Ho 
srouTB, giving him two fenat^s fbt hia colleagues, mer 
who have bect*» fignally faithfi]} and ferviceable to tht 
eotnnicmwealth ; tbefe at* eidled prbvMtorg, or funervi 
ibrs-generd, without Jfvhbfe confent and 
generalifiimo cannot gUb batde, or do any tifmg elfe & 
«K>inetit,fudisi whi^ the coifiinonwealth may receive pro 
oTidaimage. • . > 

i fonbcsrtD fpeak tif ibe.srfenal of Veniee* which i 
ottcief tlirie wonders Off the Wortd^ m tv^^d 1 fiav* al 
ready given a defcripti*bh of k tn' tht minifters of th 
Portt in one of my fwincr’letteri^ which thou wlh fim 
-rtigifteml. ♦ • 

HluftrioruQs Scribe-, 1 oim at brtvky in all my drTpatches 
1 ttily.'not weary out t^iy patience ; but fom^time! 
•my ftrt)]e!a tarries liet beyond nfy' limits, otherwife 
IhbtiM be forced to Wrrcltrdc feme pf my fetters in th 
VNfdft df a rdatioh) which in my opimon loo& like 
imth, ' 

Thord^e to avoid this fblecifm, I muft not clofe u] 
my ^ifoateh till i hlfw* given thee an account ^at rite 
wrfu ecromepnies are ufed in*rlipdlin^'d^‘Duites of Venice 
which take as follow : 

Th^ day-of eledkion being appointed, aU the yeneti^i 
fiettators that are. thiity years* of bgc, ^et togctHef ii 
the palace, where the gates being (hut, an um or cheil i 
placed in the middle, of tHe aiTemblyi into which ai' 

. a ^ ^ 

^ many little balls ‘^Pthci* be fenators prefent 
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% » • * 
thefe balk are of Iwo colour^, for thirty tif them are 

gUt, the reft arc white : Ev’ery one of the ^nators tftkes 

a bail out of the urn ; thofe who get the thirty g^ otite 

are carried into another conclave, whilft thofe Xvho have 

Uic white ones remain in the fame place. Iti the i^cond 

conclave is ^fo placed an’ um, into which thirty balls are 

*haft ;' among which nine arj: gilt, the reft ■White : Thofe 

\vho gfct' the nine gilt oncs,^ name forty men, who are 

eddied Ele^ors of ^e Firft x£le(^k>n; tke^ forty men^ 

into the forty bafisy of which twelrt hne gilty 

<iw^rd fij^ (?‘y1:hofe who ‘get the twelve gftt balk fcre 

itallcft EmQtots Vf Jthc Second £4e^ibn, for, they nlimte . 

five^and-twenty olhc^^ltieh :.-The{efiYe«4i^d>twtttty throw 

into the urn five-and-twenty balls, bf which njhe tfre giky 

and they vftir6 get them are ca^d -of the Third 

Eledioh for 'thelb ndine otat*and*foity nren, iii whofe 

pOwA* it is- to create a duhe or prince -of the r^^bljc s 

And they do it after thi| manner : • 

They choofe from among themfelves three fenatofs 

ipore venerable than the fed, whom they the ChieiPs' 

of the Congregation, and iecyeta!rie8<; then there re* 

main iix>and*thirty, who ghre in ’Sheir ^otes ^ter this. 

manner; • ^ ‘ 

The ^reb chiefs fit in fa many ft^Sy ttihlte t!ftiki<!lit 

I'han the reft ; then the fecrctacficS call the fix>and'thii1y^- 

■Whcfs in order before them, Where every one throws in- 

% 

to a boic, in prefcnee c»f the • chiefs, a little* piesce df 
woody on,*w'hich fs, written tbe%^e cS Him- whmn fle* 
would have to be diflce^ then ev^y one iif tHi; ftamnd- 
ihirly retires to his place, whilft. the fepretarics read the 
’chedulee before the chiefs; and as many as they find ' 
named for duk;cs, • fo many new fchedules do they 
nake: Thefe are thrown promifcitouflly into a cap, Or bon* 
lit ( from whence, after a Ihake qr two tc^ mingle 
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they a¥e drawn cittti arid laid iri order on a t&ble'; but be¬ 
fore they draw them all out; the firil fchcduK: is read, and 
he whofejiamc is written bn it, is-bid to go into tlfe'next 
conclave ; then the Chiefs oftthe Congr^ati<jp, as they 
are called, afk the reft, if any body there can a- 

gainft< the eledlion'Of this man I for if they can, and he 
does not give a fatisfaftory anfwer, he is excluded frotfT 
all*po*ifibility of beirig diike j but if he acquits himfelf 
well, he is acknowledged, <and has the ducal crown' put 
on his head. The prefent Duke of^ijfenice U the h'uri 
drcd and '* * * * .« ♦ incluftvely, 
tub, thie firft that ever had that Konodr; beihg clewed 
in. the' city Heraclea^ inf the year '697 of the Clinftiarii 
hegira. , ‘ v, . > 

The Venetians Hi" all theif aAiods,- very.grave’, 
ufmg few words, efpecially when they are* at .table. If 
they are not fo lively and -inventive as fonil other fieo|(le 
of Italyi yet they perform “riir'things with mature-^li¬ 
beration and judgment $ which is the caufe that' tberr af^ 
^'rs for -the moft part fucCeed very happily. ‘ i 
The Ita1ians»have a confixnon by-word current among 
them, that the .Vepetiabs^' are' riti^ntficent, crafty, and 
difereet} thofe «>f Verona are ftodib'hb’aiid faithful ;; thofe 

& - f ^ 

of Padua light &nd ftcklCji'thofe of Vicenza revengeful; 
•Again, they fay, the 'Venetians' bring, mbney;’ Tervifo 
(words, and Brixia pioneers to the wars; and that the 
Venetiaus are good fearhen^ the Paduans g^Od-horfemea^ 
a«d thgfe of'Bergamo "aicedllent at® ari* ambufti..'' 

, Qf; the.women they have-anqtlie^^ proverb, that thoie 
of fCncmaait fraudulent; they of Vicenza cotiftant; they 
of Venice >proud and infolent; they'of Verona gmcioui§ )i 
thofe of Brhcia diligetit';‘'€hofe of TeiVifo jealous Karid 
thofe^td^. Bergamo crafty, They iby-likeWife,' that Ber- 
^^o^has many ftanderer%; Padua many good foldiers; 
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yiccnza maay couuU; and Brixia many .-obdurate mi* 

fers. • ^ ♦ 

, Courteous muitfter, thou wilt bear, 1 ]ulpfi» with' my 
tedioufncff in difcourtiiig 9r this great republicy^ wlii^ 
cannot be Imndled in a few words. 

» 

As to tliohiaivner of their government, it is admirably 
tnild and gciitle, wife and juft; feeking .peace* but not re- 
fuiing war, .when they have a juft ^irovocatidn.* It ia 
worthy of any man’s coniidieration, how tl^’s common* 
S^altl^has flood and unlhukcn >fur above*tw'elvc hun 

fo mauy cruel wars, and potent ene¬ 
mies ; "jjiff^at hc^ fubjcdls^ if they be compared wrt^ o* • 
thefs,, may be faid ,to enjoy the golden age, .lince they 
live in continual'eafe and tranquillity, increaHng daily ia 
riches, honours, and every kind of profperity. 

' This istQ.be/afcribcd, jn the •ftrft place, to the moft 
^xce|i^nt lav/s'imd rules of policy, left ►them by men pf 
Tingular prudence and wifdom, who, had they hved in 
the times of the ancient Greeks, nright well have been 
liitcd Among the* muft famous ^h-lofophcrs and law¬ 
givers. 

The>duke, in the gravity of his p^it, the fplcndour of 
hfs robes, and the*^agn^ence. of his .palate, feei^s tQ 
exhibit the majeily bf an emperor} and yet he has no 
more authority than any one of the fenators who.brcated 
him, for he has but one vote jn the fehate, as all the no^ 
hies‘have ; pnly it he$ upon hjtn to give audience to fo* 
rtign* ainballadors, Hi the name .of Afie foliate. He cafe 
do nothing without the fonfenL of the *fenatc, either* in 
peace ur war. ^Tbe feuate fir ft dccre^A, attdLbe cofTfirmi 
^their edicls, which are alfu publiftied in his name. '“It it 
^wfyl for him to* go into all‘the courts of jufticc, and 
public* tribunalsj where be ittay pafs his veedi^ in auy dii^ 
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biou& cafe; fo as any of the fenatora xn»y cot)tradi<^ 
him if they pleafe. . ‘ 

The forrn rtf government, therefore,* in this j^public 
appears to bc’&n ariftocracy, of, tHe government of a few 
not the richeft, or the mofl. powerful, but the wifell and 
the befl:fuch as by a long fei^ies of faithful'fcrvices have 
merited well of the commonwealth, 

'rhefe make up the college, or council of ten ; which 
being joined with fifteen others, ^and fyc counfellors, 'the 
duke being prefident, has power of deliberating and de-^ 
treeing tilings tending to the, fafety 
wealtb; neither can thefe deciees be repealed. #This io 
properly the divan, or privy^coancil. There Is befides 
ihii a cpuncil, or diet, of two hundred hr.d twenty'^l^fc 
citizens, w'ho arc piopcrly called feiiators, and very much* 
rcfcmblc thofe of ancient Rome; for none are permitted 
"o enter this fenate but nobles, or the fons bf fuch ; they 
ri; .It alfo be abofre five-and-twenfy years of age. ^hc ' 
rhiid and latt fenate confifts of two thoufand five hundred 
licn ; hut in regaid a groat part ofthefe have fometrffleeb 
ind‘hont^rs hhtoad, th^ie fis^dom meet above a thouland 
tx bundled Avhen tli^houfc is fullelt. 

, Tficfc mett once every \veck,*thaMs, on the firft day, 

'b Jlfo on fome of tlKii'more fohrnn Ycltivals; here ma- 
^iliratcs, are created, and piihlic ofiictb ihltributcd with 
idniirable order; frpm hcncf arc chofeu the two hin/lnd 
ind twenty-five, who make up the ^egoing Icuate* as 
>£^ng the moil ptud^Ut, expert, and Converfant in tlteaf- 
airs of Hate; the'fe decide all controverfies of greater 
nometit, as the affairs of peace and war, the ctire of fot^ 
Ifying* their cities and callles, of creating generajs and 
aptains, of fending embaiilicB to foreign princes; 

Ifo are read all the letters, difpatches," and exprefTes, 
'filch are addreffed to the ;i:epublic from other paitb; in 
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a vvord, wh*itfo*ever is of nibrc. material coafiJeration ia 
handled in this feiiatc. ; ' . 

Impartial efTcndii thou wilt not condemn me as an it>> 
fiifcl, or an enemy oPthe raufrulmaufs, in that I reprefent 
to thee, in,its true colours, the prefent date «f Venice : 
It we ought*tp give the devi l*^is due, ns the Chriiiians 
Jhy, in God’s name let us not rob men of tlieirs, though 
they be our enemfes. 


Magnificent and learned Hamet, adieu jgr this time. • • 
Piij'U, 4 t1 > of the llt^ Mooiij of jihe Year id^o. 
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VI.— Osman ADROOTJtTU, yJJlroh^er tn Ordinary 

teethe Suhan» 


X WE Inhabitants of thefe wedern parts arc ia a great 
and general condernation at the appearance of a new, co¬ 
met, or bUizfng da|; it rifes much about the time tlie 
fun fets, a)id in life fame ejuarfer of the heavens ; the bo¬ 
dy of it look-^ no bigger than a dar of the Srd magni' 
tude, from \vhence fpringj aipyramid of light,'extenrliiig 
itldf to the etifi) of the mid heaven, where its cone feeius 
to terminate. ’• , . 

. . The {upevditi^ai!;*call it tlie fwovtl of God, becaufe of 
its form, being nut much unlike au i>ld tv'o-edged ra¬ 
pier ; I am fure it docs not rcfcnible a 'rurki‘h fcimclar, 
for tliofe, thou knovv'ed* are oldioue hi their figure, and 
this is draight. 

‘ They arc full of melancholy prefages ; and the adru- 
logers themfelvcs give out that this comet portends dread¬ 
ful calamities to Euioj>c, which may not difeov’er them- 
felvcs^ perhaps thefie many years; q#y, they affirm, 
That this generation Hiall be quite extin^, before the 
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41 have « grcAt venemti&n far t|w; fcteace of ibc 
akid even Ibr judicial aftrology^ th^$gh 1 oiABQtfNRe^rad 
toifiy iflciiliift «oy«f th«A| I have 
tm 1 w|is weauyi being dooCwra^ by the di0erco«e of* 
awn*a opiniona* and the uncertainty of tbeir coodu^oni,, 
in matters of fo remote, fubltme, and*inyftfriQUt n ma¬ 
ture ; beiides, 1 tinted under the burden ^ fnolt Vaft 
fpeciAaUonat whild 1 found my£rlf waiideruig» aoc 
only in the bhndndi of my own proj;>er C^£dled,^.but d- 
fo in the general* darknefi of fiusindi^reafoa* •* ^ 

X confidered the birth place of tfaefe icleaces, whikh 
9 U will coofefs to be the Eafty'Sond tkere^ fonnd the 
Chaldeani dtffestng from the Oymnoiophifts of India* thrtc 
again contradiAing ]ny<couikrym«n the Arabianat To 
> pals from thence into Adrien, 1 ,perceived the Egyptiaoi 
were of one fentiment, the Ethiepiois .of Oaotfaeiv nod 
the Moors of n third; neitlief conld X difeera n^y agree- 
ihent between the*Greek$ and Romnni $ m for the Jews, 
tVley clafluJd with all, ' w * 

Plato, Proclus, Avelmaes, and many other 

(^ges, alTm there are but ’ eight ^ercs. yet Homscs 
T itfniegiftiis, with fome of the Periian iii|gi,«fadded n 
nintfi} fo did Axarehtl the Moor, hit coontryman 
Tebith } of the fame opinion was Albert the Great ; 
whilll there nre fome who tax thefie wkh maldng it deci- 
sAration^iti the orbs, and taking a tythe from benveo, §ot 
they afTcrt the namber of the fpheres tp hransK 

They not only thus iim one ondlbtf, hot 
through that mcodkancy which is infepavai^ fm ihe 
miade of snortale* they vary eveo from thoaMvas,^ oi^e 
da?r of oneofnaion, the acot of^oonteaiy i d» AMan-‘ 



fus oiie whiUt afleited nine fphctei»* and a few yeais aftiMr * 
ictienched himfelf to eight. This is a \anit 7 from which 
the ^reateil and moft eminent wfken in the world liavc 
not been free 1 indeed, tl\^s miitabiHty of opinion it na* 
ttiral to all men, at if otir minds were fabje^ to the laws 
of generation and cormption, like our bodies, or as if 
there were & continual flux and reflux of our thoughts, as 
there is of our corporcfil atoms. 

" Theie authors not only vary about the number of the 
cdvlUal orbs, but a!fo concerning their motion, efpecial* 
ly that of the ^ighth, which is called the fphere of the 
fixed ftars ; forMhe Chaldseans and Egyptians held it had 
bub one motioni others affirmed it had mote; the Tal- 
mddifts aflign it two, whilli Tome modem aftronomers a- 
tttong the Chriftians are more liberal, and allow it three 
diftin 6 f tnotmns; one of Trepidation, as they call it; and 
tlus is itsr^owsi proper courftu'which it perforins, they fay, 
ifl fevea thottfand years; a fecond of Giratlon, which it 
derives from the ninth fphere, as one wheel is rolled about 
by another $ and this circuity according to their opinion, 
is not fiiiflied in Icfs than foitymine thuufand years , and 
if that be true, we maik not expe 6 |^ the dUTolution of the 
world'before that term is expired ; for it would be im- 
pioKis to^fupfiofe tHat the Eternal Architect having made 
th» fphere fur a circuit of fo long a duration, would flop 
were fully run, much Icfs in the midil 
of its career^ that time it had accomplilhed a fixth 
part (oi its revolutiOk * a» the Jews and Chriliians belie mc ; 
The third motion of this fphere is called rapid and diur¬ 
nal, for winch t^y fay it is obliged to the tenth orb, or 
psamum m^nb« 

, diiSer in the meutfure of the time they 

altmir Ibr the notioQ of the fixed ilart.f.,xi«e will Ikavf 
them to fpend an hundred ye^ In travelling one degree; 
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‘another brings them to this (lation in rix.ty*(uc years'; a 
third in fevciity-five ; a fourth in fcvcnty.eight; the Jqvs 
in feventy ; the Chrifti'ana in eighty ; whilft the Indians 
go beyond them all, aflerting jhat there are two ftara in 
the eight fphcrc diametrically oppofile to each other, 
which do not fupply each otlier’s place in iht zodiac in 
Icfs than an hundred and forty-four thoufaiid ^eara: They 
alHvm alfo there are many motions of the fphcrcs above, 
which are yet unknown to mortals. 

If this be fo, there may be, for ought we know, other 
ftars and bodies alfo, to which tkcTe motjpi»:;jnay .agree, 
though we cannot difeern either the ohe or the other, 
becaufe of the fuperlative vaftnefs of the height, and the 
imperfeftion ' of human art; of this opinion were Alpc- 
trag, Phavorinus the philufopher, and others. 

By all that 1 have faid, I do not pretend to inllru^ 
thee in things whereof thou wert ignofant: I know thee, 
by general fame, and the charaftcr of men of judgment, 
to be an accomplifhed mafter in this myllerious fcience ; 
but 1 refled thus on the inconflancy and doubtfulnefs of 
men’s reafon inthefe matters^ as an introdu<^iion to the li¬ 
berty I will take of telling thee once again my own 
thoughts concerning comets, which firfl fuggefted the 
trouble I uow give thee in this letter, as I didonee before 
on the like occafion.. 

Suffer me to be a little prolix and tedjous, for thefe 
ipeculations are ilrong, and not handled with eafe, or in 

a6ew words. I*would fain fee the ailronomer that has 

* * 

been in heaven, and can giV^me an account what is the 
true motion of the plauct Mars, or that has difeovered 
the exad ingrefs of the fun into the cquinodial points; 
let him alfo reveal to me the nature of the galaxy,., and 
what fubdanoes or qualities they are which compofe the 
milky way: Thefe are fqbjeds which have puzzled all 
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“antiquity, .and the wifeil of thefe modern times are as 
mach to feck as their fathers. O fatal darknefs of this 
moKal Hate ! what mifts of ignorance and error are our 
minds enveloped with ? \ye are perpetually bewildered iu 
a labyrinth and circle of fcepticifms and ambiguities: The 
fun .by daydifclofes to us the outward features and linea¬ 
ments of thefe lower elements ; the moon and ftars arc 
not backward to fliow us the face of the heavens by niglit, 
unlefs fometimes the envious fpirits of the^ir draw a veil 
of thick black clouds before the lovely pidlure, and leave 
us all in dvdenefs : But fate has hidden from us the inte¬ 
rior parts of h&aven and earth, and all the other beings in 
the univerfe. 

Among the reft, I cannot but conceive wc are ftrange- 
ly miftaken in the nature of thefe comets; for if they arc 
only certain heaps of inflammable matter, kindled in the 
air by the force of the fun-beams, or by fomc other influ¬ 
ence of nature, how come they to have fo regular and dif- 
t!n( 5 t a motion of their own ? how come they to rife and 
fet at certain hours every day and night, varying only as 
the heavenly bodies do, ins appearing earlier of later one 
day than another, according to the fucceffive alteration 
of the four feafons of the year, that fo they may pafs, 
like them, through all the iigns of the zodiac ? If the 
earth moves, and ihefe comets be in the air, they muft 
needs be carried round with the motion of the whole vor¬ 
tex ; but it is apparent to hiunan fight, that they are not 
thus whirled round with the atmofphcit*, but have a dif- 
t:n6l, and fometimes a quite contrary motion ; they are 
ftatic, direft, and retrograde, like tlie planets, vwhich is 
almoii a demonflration that their feat is in the heavens, at 
jeaft above the interfefting orb of the moon ; and if fo, I 
ihould be glad to have; an account of their generation and 
original; for the fubftance o^the heavens being immuta- 
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blc, and not fubjeft' to any change or corruption, it is 
impoffible that any new podhumous being can be gene¬ 
rated there. There may, I believe, in every age, be’ dif- 
clofed and' uncabined foine glittering forms in the hea¬ 
vens, which before lay hid and locked up in the treafures 
pf the Moll High; but they are as old as the world itfelf: 
That is my (freed ; let other men think what they plcafe. 

•If 1 could wonder at any thing, it would be at the mif- 
taken piety of thofe, who, avoid ^hc Charybdis of a- 
theifm, wdiicli alttibutes all things to nature or chance, 
/all into the Scylla of fanaticifin and religicws dotage, 
whilft they vainly aflVit, that cvery^ new alteration in the 
world is an effect of God’s immediate creative power. 
Not a child is conceived, but God then and there creates 
a foul for it; tuH a plague, fire, pedilence, or any other 
common calamity happens, but they muft difturb the reft 
of the Eternal Deity, and make him have a particular 
chief hand in the confpiracy ; fo of comets they prefage 
tremendous things, as if God had immediately created 
them to warn this lower world of fome approaching judg¬ 
ments; whereas, according to'thc dictates of more impar¬ 
tial reafon, they are the produds of his firil fiat, when he 
made the univerfe, only he lias referved the revelation of 
them to certain periods of time. Bul‘‘thcfc fort* of peo¬ 
ple affront God really, for fear of affronting him ; they in¬ 
jure his goodnefs,to fave his omnipotence; and, by a back- 
blow they ftrlke at both, in' defence of his fuppofed arbi¬ 
trary will. ** Let not my foul fit down in their cabala, 
nor my mind liflen to the fecrets of their divinity.” 

O fage Ofman, 1 believe that all things How from God 
by an emanation without beginning, and fubfift on him 
by a dependence which (hall know no end; with himi the 
caufes of all fleeting and decaying things have a perma¬ 
nent ftability; iii him reftd^ immutable fprlngs of what- 
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foevef is.fubjedt to change ; in his eternal efTence do live 
the principles and models of all beings; but he is no daily 
labourer; it is a grand contempt of the Divine Majeilyi 
thus to invade the reft and fabbatifm of the Moft High* 
who dwells for ever in infinite and eternal folitude and 
blifs, to make him the Qrudge of his creatures, Who has 
ten thouiand thoufaud myriads of angels to execute his 
will. 

Undoubtedly h^ has coptrived the univ^fe with fuch 
ineffable art, that his w'hole pleafure is performed by fe- 
cond caufff}: This infinite machine is full of wheels, and 
has an eternal* motion, whefeof he is the original fpring. ‘ 
If I may defeend to fo low a comparifon, obferve but the 
courfe of a miller; when once he has turned the cog of 
his mill, he has no more to do but ftand ftill and look on; 
the work goes forward of itfelf without any more of his 
labour tilT he flop it; fo the Supreme Artift, when ^ he 
had once fet the primum mobile a>going, had no more to 
do but to enjoy himfelf in eternal beatitude. 

It is an indignity to the omnipotent God, to fay or 
think he was not able to* make a world as perfefl as. a 
mortal man can frame the itnaginaiioii of. Now 1 think 
it is very eafy to conceive, that as a hand-mill, which 
continually requires the attendance of fomebody to keep 
it in motion, has lefs of artifice in it than a water or a 
wind-mill, which go of thegifelves ; fo a world, that muft 
sdways have its maker Having and drudging, toiling ahd 
moiling at the product of every individual generation und 
and corruption of every new event, or what appears to us 
be fo, is not fo excellent and perfeS:, as one that can per¬ 
form its own talk by the neceffary force which one contt- ' 
•guslis atom has upon another, like wheels upon wheels. 

To conclude all; undoubtedly the works of God are 
moft perfe^ and full of wifdqm; he made all things from 
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eternity, and they obey his law ; lie has appointed tlic 
times and fcafons of good and evil, the fymptoms where¬ 
of appear to mankind in various manners ; in dreams and 
vihons by niglit, in ominous accidents by day, in prophe¬ 
cies and general whifpers, in a^aritions, fpeftres, and 
monllrous forms, in heaven, and ml the elements; finally, 
in comets. 

But, oh learned Adrooneth! doc^ it therefore follow, 
that tliefe figns, thefc appantaons, th^fe comets, &c. are 
frefldy created for the fake of mankind ? Are there not 
various ends and ufes of <^1 things ? Arf there not the 
fixed liars, and the planets, according to their different 
configurations and afpc£ls, figns of good and evil, as wdl 
as ^comets ? and are not the flars as old as the world ? 
Why may not the comets be fo too, though they arc re¬ 
vealed at certain dated periods of time ? ^ 

There is one comprehenfive rcafon for all, in that dou* 
ble quciy, and I will fay no more to the fage Adrooneth, 
for whom a w'ord is fufficient. 

I pray Heaven divert fron^ thee the influenc;^ of evil 
flars; and that whilfl thou contemphiLeft their order, mo¬ 
tion, and efficacy, tholi niayefl not tumble into a ditch, 
Ab did Anaximenes, and Thales the M’lefian aftrologcr. 
Adieu. 

Paris, gfh of Ihe zd Moon, of the Year i68l. 

.' ■! "r-, , ■! 

1 

% 

VII.— the y^e$urable Mufti. 

Th E people of Rome having abolidicd the government 
of kings, transferred the fovcrcignty on Brutus and Col- 
latinus, the champions of their liberty, altering both their 
right and title ; for they called them confuls, not kings, 
and ordained that their power fhould lad but a year, which 




bcing“expia:vi, new ones were cleAcd in thtir dead: And 
lue rcal'on why llicy had two, waj, that if one provctl 
guilty of evil adminidration, injudiee, or tyranny, the o- 
ther, having equal powers might curb him, and rectify the 
public affairs. Tliey were iufo called confuls,^o put 
them ill muid that they were to do nothing aibitrarily, 
but in all things of importance to confult their fcllow-ci- 
tizens. 

• m 

. So great was tlm joy of t)ie Romans upon this recovery 
of their freedom, that they could fcarce tjclievc it wa? 
true, but an it ^fually falls out in any furpndng happinefs, 
all feemed as a*drcam $ and fo inveteiate was their nver- 
fion for kings, that they expelled Collatinus fron: the ch 
ty, only becaufe he was nephew to Tarquin the Proud, 
yvbpfe name alfo he bore^ Valerius Publicola was fubdi- 
tuted in his dead, a man fingularly devoted to the public 
gooil; he owned himfelf the creature of the people, and 
gave power of appealing from him to them; and<led 
he might offend them by the lofty building of his houfc, 
which a-fo dauding on a rock, feemed ftrong as a cadle, 
lie pulled down the upper^oreys, and made it leyel with 
ordinary houfes. • 

Brutus his colleague was no lefs dudious than he to 
gain th'fe favour of the citizens, even with the dedriidlioii 
and daughter of his own childt^n; for when he perceived 
his fons confpiring to redore the abrogated monarchy, he 
brought them forth into the foi um, or markel-place, and 
having caufed them to be feourged with rods, he behead¬ 
ed them ; thus demondrating, that, as a parent of the 
people, he adopted them in t!ie -room of his pcrlidious 
children. 

i.*Xhe Romans being from this time made perfe6lly free, 
fil'd took arms in defence of their new-gotten liberty, a- 
j^aind the neighbouring kiagp, next for the bounds of 
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their dominions, then for their confederates,- apd iaA of 
all for gloiy and <;mpire, being on every fide invaded and 
mok-fted by the adjacent people ; for they had no. terri¬ 
tories but within the walls oft their city } fo that they 
were fooncr out of the gates, but they were expofed 
to thcTufcans and Latins, between whom the city* was 
feated as it were in the middle ; therefore, refolving to 
enlarge their territories,* they look one city and province 
after another, nil ‘at Icngtl^ they became mafters of all 
Italy. 

Their firft expedition was againil Porfj|;nn9, King of 
the Tufeans, who took, the field with a great army, hav¬ 
ing the Tarquins along with him, whom he undertook to 
rc ellabliih in the throne of their fathers ; he made 6erce 
and refolute advances, polTciling himfelf of the hill Jani- 
culum, and the avenues of the city, >vheie he belieged 
them clofe, and preifed 'them with famine ; yet the Ro¬ 
mans fuAained all with admirable bravery; and their Aout 
rcfiAance had this effed:, that at length Porfenna, when 
he had alinoA vanqulAicd them, made a league of peace. 
He wag chic Ay moved to this ’uy thofe prodigies and mi¬ 
racles of Roman fortit^jde, Horatius Codes, Mutiua Sex- 
vola, and Clelia ; the ArA of which, when he was not a- 
blc alone to keep off the unequal throng of his 'enemies 
every w'here crowding on him, at length broke dovsh the 
bridge, and fwam aci'ofs the Tiber with his tveapons 
in hand ;, the fecond attempting to kill Porfenna in his 
own camp, when By miAake he had, inAead of the king, 
Aabbed his vifier or fccretar)*, and for that fad was feized, 
he thruA his right-hand, that was guilty of the. error, in¬ 
to the fire, faying, with a menacing voice, ** Think not 
thyfclf the fafer, O king, becaufe thou haA efcaped my ■ 
hand, fince there yet remain three hundred Romans who 
have all fworn to make thf* fame attempt.” Porfenna 
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' 4je tn ^( led, and was allonifhed at the boldnefs of the man, 

whilll Mutius ftood ftiU, undaunted^ with his hand broil- 

in? in the lire, as a demonilration of his invintiible con- 
♦ 

ftancy, and of tlie triitii of what he affirmed. Thus did 
thofe two famous men behave themfeWes; and as If a glo¬ 
rious envy had fermented the virtue of the female fex, a 
. cettain noble virgin, called Clelia, who was given in hoft- 
age to King Porfenna, efcaped her guards by night, and 
mountihg a horf? which IJic found in the way, fwam over 
the Tiber on him. Porfenna, as if he were terrified at 
the foi^une^aud (lupendous relolution of*the Romans, 
confeuted to*a peace; but the Latins would not let them 


red fo, for they alfo attempted to reftore the Tarquins, 
not fo much in love to them, as out of fpite to the inha¬ 
bitants of Rome, being defirous to fee that people at lealt 
fubjugated at home, who lorded it fo abroad: Th^re was 
a bloody fight between them ; and the fame goes, that 
two gods, Cafloi and Pollux, were prefent on whitd ho«f- 
fee, as fpeclitors of the combat ; wherefore,* after^the* 
Romans had gotten the vidlory, they built a temple to 
thefe warlike deities^ as #ftipend or reward to their cham¬ 
pions. And thus far they foug[^t for liberty, which hav¬ 
ing fuccefsfully affej^led and cfiablilhed, they were involv¬ 
ed in4^refh war! about the confines of their dominion. 

It would be too tedious to rehearfe the vanous battles 
and encounters between them and the neighbouring na¬ 
tions, wherein at laft they always got the vidlory, and ex¬ 
tended the limits of their empire far^nd wide; fuch aifo, 
and fo prodigious were the at^ioiiB, exploits, and fiardy 
performances of this ftout people, that ,when King Pyr¬ 
rhus confidered it, he broke forth into this exclamation.: 

How cafy were it (faid he) to obtain the empire of the 
world, were Pyrrhus King of the Romans, or tlie Roj. 
mans foldiers to Pyrrhus !’i 
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Yet as faft as this viftorious people enlarged 
ritories abroad, fo did their feditlons and tumults increafe 
at home, raifed by the ambition of feme, ^nd the difeon- 
tent of others, till at length they had entirely fubdued all 
Italy to their obedience ; in which enterprife they fpent 
five hundred years, before they brought it to pci^edtion.* 

Then, like a fire which devours all the wood it meets 
in its way, till its fury be Hopped by the iiitercourfe of 
fome river, fo the Romans ceafed not to*>conquer to 'the 
very (ffores of Italy ; but when they confidered Sicily as a 
moft rich and plentiful ifland, only rent, as were, by 
fome injurious llroke of time, or fete, or diance, from 
their continent, they rcfolved to unite thefc again by arms 
and war, which could not be joined together by bridges 
or piefs } and a very favourable opportunity prefented it- 
felf tojthcin for this piirpofe, whilfl: the confederated 
people of Meffina, the chief mart of that ifland, complain* 
cd yf thep^ranuy prafUfed by the Carthaginians. 

* At that time Rome and Carthage were emulous of 
each other, both equally rivals for Sicjly and the empire 
of the world ; therefore, under Si mafk of helping their 
friends and ally's, the Romans betook theinfclves to the 
fea, but with real defign to enrich th^felvcs with booty, 
and adding this ifland to jherr empire; wbilft the CVirtha- 
giiilans appeared like open enemies and pirates, without 
any difguife. Tlicfe having loft their fleets in various 
conflids, their fate yielding to that of Rome, the Romans 
made^Sicily a tributary province, and then reduced Sardi¬ 
nia andCoriica.^ Thus, having expelled the Carthagi¬ 
nians out of all the iflands of the Mediterranean Sea,*thcre 
remained nothing for them lb conquer on that fidb but 
Afric itfelf, where alfo they landed, and took above'three 
hundred places of ftiength in a Ihort time, though they were 
Routly oppofird, nyt only by (ueni but alfo by monHers; 
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' ftupenclous great ferpent, an hundred and 

’ t .venty Feet in length, annoyed their camp very much, near 
• f. c river Bragada,as if this dreadful beafl had come into the 
wcnld on purpofe to be the champion of its native countiy, 

4 dc'^end or revenge opprefltd Afric : But Regulijs, 
e, iKifi- vlvllhrious anus neither men, normonfters, nor fate, 

V uuld Iiitherto refift, made no ftop, till he came with his 
hnny before the walls of Carthage itfclf, the root of all 
»fu 9 war- fiere i^jrtune^bcgan to fall off from him, and 
prove his enemy, yet fo as only to give STS' occalion for 
tlie Runwn virtue to appear more illuftrious ; for though 
by the good oonduff of Xantippiis the Liacedcmonian ge¬ 
neral, thirty thoufand Romans were killed in one fight, 
and Regulus himfclf taken prifoner, yet fo great *1 mis^ 
fortune could not make him lofe himfclf, or fink into any 
paffion bcneatli the conftancy and fortitude “of an invinci¬ 
ble hero* The Carthaginians fent him as their ambafla- 
dor to the fenatc of Rome, to propofe a peace, and‘ the 
exchange of captives; but he was of^ contrary fcnii -icnt, 
and diifuadqd the fenators from hearkening to any fiich* 
overtures, choofing rathe»bravely to return to his former 
captivity, there to be crucified, than be inftnimcntal in 
word or deed to the Icaft difhonour or difadvahtage of his 
countiy; fo that though van^uiflted, he yet- feemed to 
triumpli over his conquerors ; and his lamented fate had 
this iuflueuce on the Romans, that it made them pi ofe- 
cutc the war w'ith more fiercenefs and ardour, to revenge* 
the blood of Regulus, than in hopes erf conqucfi$> fo deep 
arc the imprellions of love which a goqd general, living 
or dead, makes in the hearts of his foldiers. Thus the ' 
war was renewed again, in Sicily, wherein Romans 
c^c. off conqperors; and as an evidence of the greatnefs 
of their vi^ory, they fliowed an hundred a'^d twenty ele¬ 
phants .taken from the enemy in the field, which would' 
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liave been a great prey had they been taken 
but now ferved only as a trophy of a more cxpenfive con- 
quell. This viAory was obtained in the confuldiip of 
Metellus, wliich was followed |;>y a ten ible overthrow at 
fea in that of Appius ClaudiuS) u hen the Romans feemed 
not fo ihuch overcome by their enemies, as by the pio- 
fanenefs of their general, or the divine vengeance ; for he 
confulting the augurs before he began the engagement, 
chickens were let out of their coops, to obferve the will¬ 
ed'for tripudiation of the corn they were to feed on; but 
when the oraculous birds would not talle a grzpn, the ge¬ 
neral, dlfguilcd at the fatal omen, commai/ded them to be 
drowned in the fea, faying with an impious jed, ** Since 
they will not eat, let them drink their fill.” In the fame 
*^place was the Roman navy funk and defiroyed* 

There were many fuch encounters as thefe betw'ecn 
them, for the fpace of four-and twenty years and upwards, 
even till the confulfhip of Lutatius Catulus, when the e- 
nemy feemed not to advance with a fleet of fliips, well 
manned and rigged with all necelfarks, but aU Carthage 
appeared upon the fta, with l^hc woods and forefls round 
about it. This proved its ruin ; for they were too heavy 
fui fervice, whereas tfic Roman navy was light and expe¬ 
ditious, like a moving carrtp in the fea ^ in a wor.d» they 
fet upon the Carthaginians fo furioufly, and fhattered their 
vcfiels with fuch fpeed, that all the fea between Sai-dinia 
and Sicily was coveted with the difmal wrecks; and tin’s 
viAory.was fo grcdt, that they bad no farther thoughts 
of failing to Airic, and razing the walls of tlieir enemies, 
that being counted nccdlers, flnee Carthage w'as now ex- 
tinguifhed in the fta. 

After this war w'as finllhcd, the Romans enjoyed a flyuit 
reft, as it were to breathe themfelvcs; and as a demon- 
ftratioij of peace, the temple of Janus Ihut up,, it huv- 
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r?tt,^b®^P.u:onftantly open before, froio the reign of Numa 
Pornpilius ;* and this diltindtioa was the public emblem of 
peace or war. ♦ , ^ 

Thou wilt not have patience to read their wars with 
the Ligurians, Gauls, Illyrians, Macedonians, Syrians, 
Germans,^Spaniards, and, in Hne, with the moft potent 
nations on earth ; it will be as irkfome to be detained 
with a rchcarfal of their domeftic feditions, and changes 
of government; fuflice it to fay, that this people grew 
worfe by the increafe of tfieir empire; aut^aftcr they hnd 
fubverte^ Carthage, Corinth, Numantia, and other fa¬ 
mous cities'dt Europe, Aiia, and Afric ; after they had 
fubdued Gaul, Thrace, Cilicia, Cappadocia, Armenia, 
Britain, and many other moll rich and opulent provinces 
abroad, they began to make wars among therafclves; their 
former virtues turned into vices ; the feditions, coiifpira- 
cies, and emulations of the Triumviii, the Tribunes^ of 
Cataline, Marius, Sylla, Anthony, Pompey, and athou- 
fand other popular commotions, helped towards the con- 
fufioii of this empire, which feemed to be the fupport of 
all things. • 

Moll divine, of the fuccelTors of the prophets, this vaft 
«mpire is now become but as a ihattered Ikdeton of an 
dent«Jlorac, and moll of the^exterior members arc fallen 
to the lharc of the all-conqucring Ottomans, God per- 
, petuate the vidorits of’true believers, and yet grant that 
their conqueils may not out lail their virtues. 

pBiis, Sth of the 3>1 Moon, of the VcanitTBi. 


VIII.—To DgneT Oglou. . 


AM as wagglHi as a janizary that has newly received 
bis afpers; there is moic fulire in me at this time Uian 
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there was in Juvenal and Perfius, and yet k 
dregs of what 1 have vented on fome learned higocs here 
in PariSf with whom 1 have been drinking thefe two or 
three hours; I tell thee plainly^, 1 put off the mufTuliTiau 
for a while, and took my glafTes frankly, or like a Na^a* 
renc. * 

The difeourfe we were upon was aftrology and the na* 
ture of comets, &c. $ but God tumble me headlong into 
the lap of Tagot, if ever I heard fuch bjockheads, dunce's, 
fools, fots; 1 know not what to call them properly. 
Zounds! how can human rcafon be fo debauch^ i How 
can man become fuch an iniCenilble piece of Iluff, to think 
as they do ? They made me bluOi for fliame o/ anger; 
they made me for^ -that 1 was a man to be ranked in the 
fame lift with them; however, I fuppreiTed my boiling 
cholcr ; 1 bit in]; lips and nails, and did every thing that 
patience could fuggeft, for 1 ufe to be a very boon com¬ 
panion in my wine ; but at length, as it i« the fate of all 
difputers, we grew too hot; there was fuch a teippeft of 
words and paiftonate exprefiions, that wc could hardly 
find a grain of fenfe; at laft we/ell from words to blows, 
and. I, though old and crazy, lH.ld up my head as well as 
I could. 

Thou wUt believe, at this age, I have no.great ftrangth; 
hut I tell thee tny courage is the fame as when I was but 
five«and*twrnty; I cannot flinch from provoking dangers, 
and when I am thoroughly inflamed witli wrath, deatlt 
itfclf appears to me m the fame figure which painters give 
it, a mere naked fkeleton, which 1 have, more reafon to 
pity than fear; if I'* am aftaid of any thing, it is of 
breaking its bones, and fpoiling its fhape, in the clafh of 
my. fury ; fo tender am I even of death itfelf, the obdug 
(att and inexorable deftroycr of all mankintL 



UodklV.' A SP¥; AT’PARIS, * 2^^ 

I* 

One\t£^ company) that was a piieil) and fat right over 
againft me at the table, threw his fisur-comered cap at 
my head) whilft bis next neighbour checked him for his 
infoknce ; but he was full* of fat, and empty of reafon ov 
civility ; ‘a great hulking fellow, that makes a figure like 
the ftatue prPont Ginello, at Catanea in Sicily, only be* 
is a little taller ; but he has a fwinging tun of a carcafe. 

After he had abufed me thus, he fwore, ** If he had 
the chalice of the al^ar in his hand, he wouMdo the fame 
things nay, if be had the confecrated wine in'^t, he woiUd 
turn the bipod of Chrift into poifon, as he could turn wine 
into blood, to be revenged of me.” 

There was by good chance an Armenian or two in the 
company, (not any of Solyman’s gang) who took him 
up upon his menace; they challenged him fererely to an* 
fwer his words before the Archbifhop oT Paris; but the 
cunning pried had more wit in his anger| when he began 
to refiedl on the bad coufcquences of a fummons, ^he 
crouched) wheedled, and fawned like a fpaniel; fo fear¬ 
ful are they of a fpiritual court, which is almoft as bad in 
France as the Inqulfition iiiaSpain. 

Tlien there was a captain, an old miks emerUus, a pen- 
fioncT, who having not drunk fuch a quantity of wine 
many aiday, tool^my part becaufe he'iat on my fide of 
the table, for he never faw me before in his life>time, as I 
know of; however, the old gentleman (bowed hhnfclf 
ftotU, and demonftrated that he would itajid a puih for 
fouls; but there was nobody would oppofe him, favc my- 
felf, and 1 did it rn wrho clerici, not mattu or tn/e miliiU, 
God knows. I prayed the good c^d man to be pacified; 

I laid my right hand to my bread, and heaved both that 
. and the other joined to heaven; I invocated all the pa¬ 
triarchs and prophets; 1 bawled at the faints and angels;. 
1 fummoned God Almighty himfelf to appear in my, 
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vindicatidii) but nothing WMild do fave down righ t f^hc^ 
ing. ■ - - - . ■ ■ ’ • 

To it wCiWent pcll-tnell; the fellows on the other fide 
of the table were eager ; notlyng wu)uld fatisfy them but 
blood; their rapim were draAvnvand they were Upon the 
. pafs, when I llarted, vpi' and,crie^ out aloud, M Geftdc- 
meh, it is the wrong ninute for. ye. to fight hi; Mars is in 
the eighth houfc, in conjun6lion with Saturn, and in quar- 
' tile with the fun, a very malevolent qfpe«^l!*' Upon this, 
they grew all madder'tJtan before. * “ that afirolo- 
gcr,” fays one; “ Curfc.upon his.ftoinach,” fays another; 
till atlnfi they all fell foul upon me; ouly mjr fide eap- 
• tain fiood up ili/Hy for me : I did what became a mmiy 
but it is to his bravery I owe my hfC'i for one of the op- 
pufitc fparks made ^ full pafs at my. bread, which the 
noble old captain parried, with a fudden flioot of his arm 
athwart, and a dexterity.which 1 can never admire enough. 

I, that had neither fwojd nor flcill in the feience of 
fencing, thought it my pait to expofe my body between 
my feeming friends and enemies, fiiice all the occafion of 
this quarrel was on my accourt, as an ailrologer; 1 leap¬ 
ed upon the table, and feized upon the fwurd of my cap¬ 
tain’s antagoniil; 1 Imiled upon him at the fame time, 
and convinced him*that I was not in anger; I tiwified it 
out of his hand, with a.complaifant violence, and then 
the ftrife was appeafed ; for it was not he that began the 
quarrel, any more than my old captain; but the pried 
was wholly in the«fault, who ftragglipg out of his fphere, 
pretended to fet up for an aftiologer, and tell us things 
that would not fquare with reafon. 

My Dgi^et, thou knowefi me, and 41 my inclinations; 
thpu art fenjfible that I cannot iloop to the magiderial. 
dictates of error, nor the bold impofitiofis of ignorance ; 
Vc* them approach as near as they will to truth on the 
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back'Hic^ they are th« farther off from attaining it $ and 
fo let thou and 1 enjoy ourfclves in perfefi tranquillity. 

Paris, x?tih of the 5ih Moon, of the Vcar i68x. 


IX.—TV Hamit, JReis Effen^^ Princ'fal Secretary of ibt 

Ottoman Empire, 

Having in my laff fpokeitof the prefent ^te ofVeniee, 
wherein 1 omitted nothing that I thought worth thy ob- 
fervationf I (li^puld now in order touch upon Candia, or 
Crete,^hc moft coniiderable iiland that the Venetians not 
long ago had under their obedience ; but fince by the 
fate of war it is fallen into tlil hands of the vi£lorious 
Ofmans, 1 will fay but very little of ‘it, and pafs to the 
other republics of Europe. 

There is no doubt but fince the conqueft of Candia by 
the mtiffulmans, the imperial city abounds with geogra¬ 
phical defcriptions, natural,* moral, and political obferva* 
tions on it; but perhaps they are wanting in the hiftory 
of that famous ifland, in fegard the books of the gentiHes 
are not*much read by the true hplievers; and it is from 
thefe only we can colled the ancient memoirs of the na* 
tions vfhich were once in their own poffeffion. 

This idand was once called Crete,, and faid to be the 
nurfery of Jupiter, as alfo his fepulchre; it obtained like- 
wife the title of HecatompoKs, becaufe* of the hundned 
cities that were in it; and fomc called it the ifland of the 
archtis, in regard the inhabitants being taught from their 
infancy to handle the Scythian bow, grew fo expert in 
that cxerieife, that they furpafled all other nations. 

* The Lacedemonians, Athenians, and dther renowned 
commonwealths of Greece, received their laws from men 
bom in this ifland, as Play> and Pliny teftify ; andt^el^ 
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£pimenI 4 es, one of thqir own poets, gives th^‘ 'a bad 
character, when he fays, K^nns eci} ‘^vs'eti *«»« y«>* 

They were much nddid^ed alfb to all kinds of forceiy 
and enchantments, a fraudulent race of people| covetous, 
greedy, idle, and ignorant of ingeniotis arts and fdences. 

Yet notwithftanding this, they wcrcfo powerful of old, 
that they could, as with a bridle, curb all Greece* Dur- 
ing.the reign of one of their brings, whofe name was Cy- 
don, came up the ufe of Pyrrhic meafures, with which 
the youth being armed ci^>a<pee, danced |>vith great la* 
hour and fweat; and the inhabitants have >ill along been 
fo tenacious of this cuftom, that it is obferved to this day 
among the ruftic Candiots^on their holidays; for at fuch 
times the youth of the ifland meet together, armed with 
a bow in one hand, and a naked fword in the other, with 
a quiver of arrows hanging at their backs, and thus they 
will dance indefatigably in the beat of fummer, even at 
noofl*day, when the fun fcorches all things with infup* 
portable fcrvoiirs. 

In procefs of time, this iflan'd became ftthje£^ to the 
Grecian empire, ai^d af fuch fell into the hands df Bald* 
win, Count of Flanders, and Emperor of Conftantmople, 
who gave it to^he Marquis of Montferrat, by whom it 
'was fold to the Venetians in the year 1194, for an incre¬ 
dible fum of money, and that republic has held it ever 
fince, till it was lately taken from them by the invincible 
Ottomans. 

It is worth remark, that Candiar, the chief city of this 
tfle (called Caftrp and Candax by the Greeks) is a place 
of that prodigious ilrength that it fiiilained a blockade oj 
twenty'two ylXrs, from 1645 to 1667; and after that a 
fiege of two years, from 1667 to 1669 ; in which fpace 
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of time it is thought 600000 muflulmans loft their lives 
before it. 

Tlie next republic in order is that of Genoa, a city 
whofe power and empire Vas far greater in former times 
than h is at, prefent $ for they extended their dominions 
even to the Black Sea, where Tanais, that parts EuropO 
from Alia, pours her waters into the Patus Maeotis. Here 
thpy poffeiTed the city Theodofia or Caffa, as it is call* 
ed at this day; they alfo made tbemfelves mafters of Cy¬ 
prus, Lefbos, Chios, with other iflands in the Archipela¬ 
go, and even of Pera itfelf, that magnificent adjunfi to 
the imperial cify. 

Yet from the beginning they were feudatories of the 
Roman empire, till the year 600 of the Chriftians hegira; 
for then Lotharis, king ot' the Lombards, took the city 
by force, and plundered it; but when, a^er fome years, 
it had recovered i^ priftine glory again, Charles I. ^ and 
hts fon Pepin, kings of Italy, and their fucceflbrs the kings 
of France, bore ruk there for abnoft an hundred years, 
placing governors in the city, who bore the title of Counts 
of Genoa. And when afferwards the Saracens had fub- 
dued Corfica, Ademarus (then C^unt of Genoa) armed 
out a fleet of gaUeys, invaded the ifland, and having de¬ 
feated ttie true believers, took poffellion of it, and reduced 
it under the jiirifdiflion of Genoa, whofe power at this 
time was very great by fea. 

After the dominion of Charles the Great, his'poftcrity 
was by degrees fo diminiihed, that at length it became in 
a manner quite extin^lq the more potent among the citi- 
/AT.s took turns to ufurp the government, and exercifea 
tyranny over the inhabitants, which’fo exafpeiated them,*' 
tba‘t they often fubmitted tbemfelves' to foreign princes ; 
but finding ftill as great inconveniencies in this depend¬ 
ence on ftrangers, at lafi, following the example omHi 
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Venetians) they chofe to themfelves a duke, in the year 
1 3S7 of the ChriHiaos hegira \ him they fcnt with a fleet to 
conquer Cyprus, wliich he nccompllflied with good fuc- 
cefs; for, having taken the king and queen of the coun¬ 
try captives, he imprifoned them, till they agreed with 
him for a yearly tribute to be paid to the republic of Ge¬ 
noa, and then he reftored them to their native pofleilion, 
referving only Famaguffa, the chief city of the ifland, to 
bimfelf. ' 4i. • . 

c 

He entered alfo into a war with the Venetians, butbe» 
ing overcome in battle, at his return he was depofed from 
the ducal olBce, and thrown into prifon;' another being 
chofen in his place. This was more fortunate than his 
predeceifor againil the enemy, doing them many injuries^ 
but at length he was killed in battle. 

Then the Genoefe ele£led another duke, who going to 
Couflantinople, performed fuch eminent fervTces to the 
emperor in his wars, that he gave him* the ifland Mity* 
lene, which the Genoefe-held till the year 1354. 

After this they created one to rule over them under 
the title of Prince, in tl»e yeai‘'i38i ; but not liking his 
government, they threyv themfelves upon the prote^ion 
of Charles VII. King of France, who fent thither his de¬ 
puty, Being foon weary of the French ^ovemmeflt, they 
joined themfelves to the Duke of Milaui, under whofe pa¬ 
tronage they (lived till the year 1435, and then abdicating 
him, they created a duke of their own again; This ralfed 
factions in the cityi whilft Come adliered to the .French 
inteirefl;, and others .efpoufed the Duke of Mjjan’s caufe. 
At lail they fell again - Unddr ;.the power of the Frdich, 
whops 4 heyriobryed, - dll AodreasiPOria kainag quelled 
the fo^tiuosv apd pacifled''the utvitentions of the Freggi- 
au4 To^ni, two prevafling faditojls in the eity, one con- 
of the i^bk% of the commons, he efl:a- 
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bli/hed that liberty in the commonwelilth of Genoa» which 
flie has enjoyed ever iince» till of late fome new troubles 
have been given them by the Kings of France and Spain. 

As to the original of the G^noefe, it is uncertain. Stra« 
bo and others are of opinion that this nation defeended 
fronl the Greeks* .whilft Thucydides derives them from 
the Sicilians. They were called Ligurians by the people 
of Rome ; and Florus mentions a certain race of Ligu¬ 
rians* who dwelt in«the dens and caves of mountains, be- 

* * V" 

ing a visry fierce and warlike people. 

‘ But now<a-days«the Genoefe are a very polite and ci- 
vilifed peaple^ of a lively and fubtle wit* efpeoially in mer- 
chaiidifing* by which they greatly enrich themfelves; they 
ate^alfok exceeding ioduftrious* fhunning no labour or dan¬ 
ger for the fake of gain ; they appear ft ud ions df thofe 
thirds which tend to the good of the commonwealth* yet 
are extremely fickle and inconftant* given to fadtion* and 
deljr0U8>jof novelty* as is mantfeft by What 1 have before' 
related of them* whldi' occalioned a ■ certain king of 
France^ when one of his lords told him* ** That the Ge¬ 
noefe were about to throw^themielves on his patronage/' 
to anfwer, not without fome inc^gnation* ** That they' 
might go to the devil for pxotcdlion; for 1 (fays he) will* 
have^ nothing to Qo with men who are more unftedfaft: 
than the waves of the fea.** < ^ 

This'inconftancy never appeared more plainly than kf 
the late coufpiracy of Freggi and Torni* which had like 
to have proved of fatal confequence. As to Vachero and’ 
Balbif they were like .the dog in JEfop'e fables, who 
lofbthe bone to catch at his ‘fhadow dq the water t Sd 
thefe fea^myrmidons werenotconteiit with the ftrong party • 
• wbieh they had made in the city* but muft needs go to 
corrupt the navy too* which ruined all their defign* fbt 
the plot was difeovered by cgie of the fea captains. 
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commonwealth has been afflidled with many wars and 
plagues, but none of <;ither fort ever threatened it with fo 
much defolation as the laft, the one leaving almoil ex- 
hauiled their treafuty, and the ^ther as near emptied the 
city of its inhabitants. As for the iirft misfortune^ the 
fcarcity of money, they knew quickly how tb remedy it, 
being perfe6l> chemills, and mailers of the philofopher’s 
floiie, if there be any fuch thing in nature ; but whether 

there be or not, this is certain, that the Genoefe are old 
1 • • • * 
doflors at garbling, tranfmuting, and adulterating of me¬ 
tals { and the Ottoman empire has experienced it, to the 
great damage of our merchants at Conilantinople, Smyr¬ 
na, Aleppo, and other ports, where the Genoefe did put 
off their bafe coin, to the value of fome millions; but 
this cheat may coft them dear one time or other. 

The Genoefe appear at prefent more inclinable to mer- 
chandife than to war; however, it rauft be confeiTed that 
this commonwealth has brought forth valiant and expert 
foldiers, as is evident from the families of the Dorias, Spi- 
nolas, and others, who have proved famous generals, alid 
leaders of armies iu feveral parts of Europe, 

Of fuch as thefe has Genoa more caufc to boaft;, than 
of any llroiig forts, cables, or fenced cities within her do¬ 
minions in Italy ; nay, the chief city,'Genoa itfelf, trulls 
more in the King of Spain’s protection than in her ^wn 
ilrengih. That monarch is indebted to the Genoefe mer¬ 
chants eighteen miUions of gold, kefide the, intere^; of 
******* yeass ; for this hill was given in to him in 
the year 16 op * of the Chriilians hegira. By this thou 
inaycft guefs at the riches of this commonwealths . - 

As to the manner of their government, it differs not 
teuch from that of Venice, tlie fupreme power beiag; in 
the hands of the fenate, who elcCl a duke every two years 

!ot, out of fqur men who are propofed as worthy of 

e 
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ibat liigh office^* No man can propofe any thing to the 
fenate but the duke himfelfy who lives in a public pa¬ 
lace during the two years of his government, and has a 
guard of five hundred Carmans about his houfe and pev- 
fon» 

It would be fuperfluous to trouble thee with an account 
of the judicial courts, the>manncr of electing the fenators, 
and other public magiftrates, wkh the reft of their pecu- 
liaV politics; bciid^s, I bejieve thou art n^inoil: cloyed 
with the lertgtli of this letter ; wherefore, begging thee 
to put tiig bed conArudiion od my endeavours, I bid thee 
adieu. « 

Park, t7th of the 8th l^bon, of the Year i68x. 


X *—To Dgnet Oglou. 

1 fORMEaLT fent a letter to the fage Ofman Adrooneth, 
aftrologcr in Ordinary to the Grand Signior, wherein I 
infoiined him of a-comet, or blazing ^ar, which then 
newly appeared in the he^lrens; 1 took an occaAon in 
that difpatch to venture my fhougjits ebneerning the na- 
^ tore of ihcfe amazing phenomena, w’iiicb fo aAoniAi thc^ 
minds moitalsf and pui^zle ableA philofophers to 
difeover their origin : From this difeourfe, I paAed fn- 
fcnAbly into ^a iholnc general one, concerning the Aars ; I 
faid what I thought^as prbpcr to one of his profeiOon, 
being unwAling to offend, by too- much boldnefs, a man 
eAeemed the moA learned and accdmpliihed m that feience 
of this age ; for though I gi^ Ihtk to judicial a- 
Avology, as it is pradkifed noW-a-days, yet it would have 
,been an incivility to exprefs fo much to one that lives by' 
it^ and who^' for his eminent Acill therein, .is honoured 
with the' Gland Signior’s iiri^adihip, and a noble penfitAi^ 
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but with tbet 1 wffl ukt the niofe freedem^ in .reSpe&L of 
that Ultimate Amiliartty that has been always between 
us. - . 

That tlw heavenly bodtrsiiave^n indua an this lower 
worldi is an article the general fenfe of aU mankind gires 
teftimony to, whilft etery mombg we rejedee* to fee'that 
glorious orb of Hght, the fun, imprint the eaftern Ikies 
and clouds with his refre(hing rays ; be gilds the frontiers 
of the horizon, and decks the -tops .of moontaios 
cheerful brightnefa r the earthy thenir, and'feas^ partici¬ 
pate of the virtue of his l^ms | it is he giao* hfe to 
plants and animals $ he repovatei the dement^ and-every 
fublunary being. ■ - . 

So when he takes bis conge every evening of our he« 
Riirphere, he ftill affords us light, though but at feoond 
hand ; whilff be in perfon makes h^ progrefii totheweff^ 
cm continent, to cheer and reoresfte by bis iwefente die 
remote and foJitary, borders of Ameriea fm jQyrMo. i* 
his proxy here, attended ^n hy ^hhr p)«a«fear Wtiag ia 
their turns, and % whole hemi^plH^^.of fixed ftirs^ 

Thefe ftiinc by night, far other ends* M doidbt, than 
merely to light the ibppherds as they Witch their 
Icfs docks, or &nre jts fianireana to the 
veller; yet tliis is. comfor^dde in onT.^elwi^lsu^ 
nefs. The mariner rejoices, when an. the waffe 

of unknown feas, he makes ji lottery of his ^h»^ne,; and. 
tiuffs his foul and body to a rotten (kif» where Qanecy 
and freedom, Ufe^aod de«th,‘are equal changes 4 whsnhe 
itruggles with impetuous winds, and boiffevous waves, 
threatened on iH hands J>f the biedljp^ inry.ssf the jica ; 
1 lay,, be is glad at fu^h a time - the light h» 

firiend, though it be ,hnt,<the |atat,g]wmerlng.S»f Jhe ftatfn 
thnt he may fee the perils rth^ encoinpafs han,- a»d uft 
pr^pereff means taayoii^. them. ^ 
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revtt«d^ if« in dreadfol^ilorfnf he ^es bat one po«r 
cbisk" or 4 eranay' in^'the clofe gloomy' cloade through 
which the azure Ary can fliow iifelf! And then foine 
profpcrouf oooibeHatioii, <to appear^ amsdft that checker- 
work of bw orhjp: and chofe abote,- makea him take 
coarage, arid defy the powers of i£olu» and Neptisne > 
he chattenges the rocks and Ainds to hurt lum, and mocks 
the* fatal apparitionatof Caftor and Polldx. 

Yet thelbi; and many tnor^ inferior ufes* were not all 
for wbijch the fta» were made $ they ha^ heiides, uit- 
doubtedly« fbme dominion, influence, and pow^ on earth, 
and all. the beings dwelling on it; wherever they caft 
their rays, there is fome material emanation felt, and ef> 
flux full of hidden magic ( they dait on men and other 
animals, on plants and other minerals, on every thing 
that is compounded of the elements and docs refrde with* 
in the fphere of their a€rivity ; ea<#i darts, I fay, its opw 
pedilair .force and virtue. It is ptobable that every na¬ 
tion, tribe, and family, each climate,' province, ipot, and 
coriicr.of the earth,' have their particolarftars^ fo have 
the difleeent fj^ies of ah fShlunary'things, and every in¬ 
dividual being t bat how to detcrmkie their influence par- 
tiadariy, by dhrinatioii, by calcailating nativities; ereAtng 
hOFD&ope^ and bther fehemes df aftitdogy, to foretel 
things tO'Cmne, to avoid prpgnolHimited'ev^, andengrofs 
all happy events, to predid: other nfens ^tes,' whilft we are 
ignorant of our own, let.' is a thing which apiiears to me 
beyond the power of human realbfi, and a fcieti'ce buflt 
on fand. ' ' ’ ■ v '' 

“For who^as mmibcftd the ftart, or vifitcd the plac^ 
of their difikireat fituatKHt ? who has lihderftOod their va- 
rioiir qualities, engagehvetfls, afleriiiiilijl and^ otdigatibn^f 
their ties to one another aod tk^r^i^e^enbe to thelaldr 
of the univerfe 1 O that ^IMl'man (l^flld'prelimir^ 
Fe/. ra/. K — 
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tilv£ thus far^ e'irien into the kcavenly arcana, tbe cabinet^rc- 
crcts of God Almighty! Will he be wifer than Ptcdemy, 
Caflander, Eudoxus, Archelaas, Haychilax, Halicamaf- 
fseus, and many others, moft expert mathematicians, and 
men of profound judgment, who have confefled,' that af¬ 
ter all their fearch in this Jcience, they find It' impofiible 
to make any certain concluGon from the configurations 
above, in regard of the innumerable multiplicity of caufes 
co-operating with them, to wdiich we are wholly llrangers; 
befidcB thofe things which oppofe or favour the influ¬ 
ence of the flars among oUrfclvcs, and with wlych we are 
very familiar, as the force of blood, enfiioms, traditions, 
manners, education, prejudice, prepoflcflioii) place and 
time, empire and 'fubj^dlion, diet and difetpHne, finally, 
the freedom of mind, or its fervitude; all which, they fay, 
the fiars cannot compd, but only difpdfe and incline. 

Moreover, they who-have preferibed the rules of judi¬ 
cial aftrology, differ fo extremdy in one and the fame fub- 
je€t, that there is no encouragement for a thinking man 
to hope ever to make a true judgment by their rules, un- 
Icfs he be divinely infpircd wlHiin, and have a certain na¬ 
tural inftinft, which ^fuggefts to him the knowledge of 
future things, or he is pofFeffed by foiiic prefaging demon, 
whofe whifpers direfthim v'hat judg'meift to cliocrfe among 
the many that may be made upon the fight of a feheme, 
according to the variety of rules that have been given ; 
and this is the opinion of the learned Hali my Country¬ 
man, who has haJ many followers: So that after all, this 
boafted fcience will rather deferve the name of fortilegy 
than' aftrology, whilft idl its dilates depend on pure 
conjeAurc, or the extempore affedions of the mind j or, 
which is 'worft of .all, on the afBatus of hnfy, interefted 
ipirits, genii, or demons of the air, who have Tome defign 
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of their own to purfav^(,^d make’ men their fools to. ex¬ 
ecute it. j'i. ■ 

Undoubtedly they both deceive others and arc deceived 
themfelves, who praftife this vain ait for the fake of filchy 
lucre; for if there was any thing of truth in it, how came 
Ihey to fail fo often and fo egregioufly in their pfedidions? 
or why do they always couch thtir prognollications in 
fuch ambiguous terms, that, like tlie Delphic oracle, may 
be'taken in which ftmfe you pleafe, and applied to any 
nation, prince, time, or perfon, as the aftrologcr Hiall 
pleafe to gamment, after fomethiiig of what he has faid at 
random may hape happened ? For from that infinite va¬ 
riety of ftars and afpeds, it is very eafy for a bold fophift*. 
er in his art to cull out fuch for his turn as fhall be pro¬ 
per to convince ignorant-people that he was in tlie right, 
when he promifed them long life, health, honours, riches, 
children, friends, power, vidory* the enjoyment of thei^r 
loves, and fuch like, or threatened the quite contrary, 
even jult as they fall out; but if at any time they were 
catched in an apparent fijjfehopd, then they cither compli¬ 
ment a man into a good 0|4iiioH of them, by telling him, 
** a wife man has dominion over th| ftars,** or tlxy infult 
over him by. a thoufand contempts of his fuppofed folly, 
which th(;y fay rcfiftcd tUe^influence of the ftars, and hin¬ 
dered their good effed. Yet thefe fort of people are in 
chiefeil requeft among the princes and potentates of iho 
earth, efpecially in the Eaft, where there is-nothing to be 
done either in peace or war, without firit confulting the 
aftvologcr, though really tliere is not a mure unprofitable, 
not to fay a more peftftent race of men in a common¬ 
wealth. ..' ' 

« Goroelius Tacitus, a giave author, complained of them 
ill old time ; fp did Varro, with other fincere writers; 
and it a cuftom in Alexandria formerly, fur aftr(9i6i'' 
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gers to pay a certain tribute, which tlvcy called, fools- 
pence, bccaufe it was taken from the gain which the aftro- 
’'logers made by their own ingenious folly, and the credu¬ 
lous dotage of their admirers. • 

My Dgnet, if our lives and fortunes depend upon the 
ftars, w'hat wafon have we to be afraid of any thing ?* 
Why are we foliciloiis, and full of necdlefs cares ? Let us 
leave all things to God ; and the heavens, which cannot 
■^rr nor traufgrefs the decieca of fate,, will beourguaran- 
»-ccs till death : But if our lives and fortunes are altoge¬ 
ther independent of the celcflial bodies, let u% bid‘good 
night to aftrology, as the vaineft ape or micnic of a fci^ce 
that ever burfooued the world. 

It was faid of old by the fagos of Chaldea, “ That 
God had committed the difpofal of days to' MofeS, and 
of hours to jefus the fon of Mary, but that lie had 
referved the moments to hlmfclf, and his lad favourite.** 
Let us therefore every minute of our lives wail ou him, 
the Father of all things, with an entire refignation^. 

But there is a fort of puny*fpirited uicii, fo' timorous 
and void of true faith, that Aey will rather believe any 
thing, though the mo^ incongruous fi£lions of hohgob- 
Ijns, ghofts, &c. than the dnSlates of folid reafon ; they 
tremble at the report of tfiings whicli Wave no '■-exlilencc 
in nature; and whofc very idea js full of impGllibilitics 
artd contradidlhnis ; yet they will Hand the brunt of 
truth witli brazen foreheads, and refill the dint of rational 
'arguments, like (u inany ColulTuncs : Hence it comes to 
pafs, that whereas one lie is apt to take away the reputa¬ 
tion oJf any honelljman, fo that he ihall not be believed 
when he fpeaTcs true, bn the contrary, here in dur cafe, if 
an adrologer in his random predi6Ubns, by mere chance, 
hits upon a remarkable truth, it procures him credit for 
fe'iJtc lies that ever he has,^or can be. guilty of; imperti-t 
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nent and prepofterous fort of fellows, who, whflft they 
pretend to know, and foretcl future things, are ignorant 
of that which is paft or prefent; and when they are im¬ 
pudently aflerting their familiarity witli the houfes of the 
twelve fign§ in the zodiac, know not what is done in 
their own homes and beds, as this epigiain fays : 

'V ^ • 

Aflra tihi .’ithereo pandunt fefe omnia vati; 

Omnibuf ct qux ^nt fata futura monent. 

OnuiibuH c(l uxor, quod fc tua publicat, id tc 
Ailra, licet vidcant omnia, nulla monent. 


But that which appears moll llrange is, that thii^- 
Ccribe the very gift of prophecy to the liars, alfo of the 
origin of religions, the fec^ets of confcience, the power oT 
working miracles and calling out devils, the efficacy of 
prayer, and even our immortal happinefs or mifery after 
tins life, '^riuis they alTert, that when Gemini is the 
afeendant, and in conjunction with Saturn and Mercury 
under Aquarius, in the ninth houfc, a prophet is born at 
that time; and therefore ^efus the Meffias was endowed 
Vvith fo many matchlefs gifts and abilities, becaufe he had 
Saturn in his-configuration with Gcmirn.' 

Thus they diftribute the various feds of religion that 
are on earth into their dlftinCl clafles, according to the 
different afterifms above, Jupiter being fuppofed the ge¬ 
neral patron of all religion. Upon this ground, they a- 
feribe the religion of the Jews to Juptfer and Saturn, of 
the CliaidiaiiG to Jupiter and Mars, of the Hgyptiaus to 
Jupiter and the Sun, of the Arabians to Jupiter and Ve¬ 
nus, of the Chnllians to Jupiter and Mercury, and that 
rrlhp’on or irreligion of anlichriil, which is to come, they 
aferihe to Jupiter and the Moon : Tltcy fay alfo, that 
Mofes preferibed the obfcrvation of th® Sabbath 
aflrological grounds, it bein^ dedicated to Saturn; 
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afcribe the deluge to the influence of fhe' ftars, and the 
law g‘\en on Mount Sinai is in their divinity owing to 
ihe lame o»jgina-; they attribute the ct;nceptIon of Jefns 
the fun of M»iry to Venus, and hib fiippoftd death to 
Mars; they afiirm that the MefTiati himfelf w,a8 thd great-, 
til aflrologrr of hitime j that he nnidc a particuiai 
thoi^ of hourfi^pwhemn to, v^oi'k, hii njira«'le-, and Ho 
pafs tljiongh the fliceis of j< . iiralem withoot receiving 
damage from the Jews, whioii rnade*hmi cnee fay to his 
t^Teiples, “ Are there not twelve hours in a d-y ?’' when 
♦';.cy w'arned hinj not to go into the city on f&ch a day, 
f<ri' fear of the people, 

They add, that w'hofoever has Mars Ir^ pily placed in 
the ninth houfe at his nativity, fhall have powci to expel 
demoKfl frorr the poflefled ; and v/holocvcr has the M.>cn 
with Jupiter in conhriiftion wdth the Dragon's I had in 
the zenith, and fliall pray to God, whatAxvii he deihes 
fliall be granted ; a.id that iuimortil fcliriiv dq.’nth o:.- 
Jupiter and Saturn, i; they he. happily pofited in Lfo, 
for whofoever has ^ids c-'ivri^u^;:.iiou, Ids f-ul after deatl 
'being freed from infinite ilraits and perils, flral! afceiid to 
its original and native»fcat, the rtgi* <1 •/: endlcib liberty 
and blifs. 

^ All this may be true, for ought 1 hnow', but till 1 have 
H demonftration for it, 1 lhall d iiic to fufpenJ iny belief; 
in the mean while, ihisis my faith,'I'hr. tall things depend 
on cverlttfting dcl^iny ; whether tl..., ilars be inflruiTu-nls 
^in eJt^cuting the eternal decrees or n >, it matters not 
jnuch.; all fttblmiary ^jcings mufl ohc the law that can¬ 
not, be revoked. 

Then fuffer.hpt thyfelf, dear friend, to be difmayed, or 
gvier•anxious ^ any thing that happens in this moitalCfe, 
.^lU^praftife tlwot ode of Horace, 
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^qua)n memento rebu» ia arduis 
^ S“rvate mentcm : non fccus in boiib, 

Ab inf ilenti tempcratam 
Ldsticia, moritnre,^c. 

^ Finally, my Dgnet* be moved at notliiug. 
Parii, 5th of thr iith Moon, of the Year i(>8t. 
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XI .—To Ibro KatPHASER Effendi* a Man of Letters 

at CtaflantinnpU, * 

I CONGRATULATE the lionour thou haft, in being made 
fupervifor of that noble work, an utiiverfal hiftory 
world ; I wlfh thee and the other undertakers a whole 
fu^^rira of happincTs, whofe dale may commence with the 
nniibint' llii^ illuftrious volume. 

T!ic uiuftl ha;> ordered me to addrefs to thee fuch far- 
th‘ •• initrudions aa are neceflary Lvi render the hiftory 
.;i ’’ipL'tc, that nothing either of fubft:»nce or ornament 
ik:\ '^e v/anung. 

1 formerly Tent that patriarch of the faithful a fcheme 

or model of the whole work, which I drew up in the bell 

^ * 

:nanuer I could, for the thne th^t was allowed me ; now 
I fend thee one fnorc .ample and correct; it is inclofed 
in the box which comes with this, wherein thou wilt alfo 
find :i large catalog.ic of Iiiftorlans, containing almoft 
that have written tiie aiTairs of kingdoms and empires 
fiuce the beginui ig of the world, with their particular 
charafters, that to..a maj'cft diftinguilh fuch as arc worthy 
of credit from the authors of Jfigrhcnts : Neither art thou 
to wonder that I have in'*thefe papers given thee cautions * 
h®\v to ufe even ftinric of thofe whom we efteem of great- 
eft integrity and reputation ; fol* though they fcomed'to 
broach fables, cr iracfniit romances to pofterity, 
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wtre.flefli aod blpQd,astWtlla8,<^her;in«iij, and 

their intereil. or pafllons biailed their, judgmedt, and draw 

tiicir pens'into cabal witli a part^; Thus Herodotus him* 

felf, though other wife a, man af approved veracity?, -yet 

when he relates the w'acs of the Athenians,; appears too, 

partial to his darling countr)'men« and lets thofe paflages 

cfcape his pen in their favour, wlilch arc contradidted by 

Plutarch, and other more difiiitcrefted writers, and for 
* % • • 

wliich he is particularly reproached* by Plutarch, in a 
treatife of his,*i|ititled. Of the Malice of Herodotus. 

Therefore, in cafes of this nature thou art not to con* 
fide wholly in any one author, whom thob haft reafon to 
, fulpert guilty of ftfliou in hiftpry, or fupincly pafs thy 
fentiments .xnto thofe-of another, without examining whe* 
ther his relations be true or falfe ; but having fo great a 
throng of te^monies, referve the laft appeal to thyfelf^ 
and let thy own judgment be the tribunsd where every 
one*8 fentence is ftnally determined. 

Thus much may ferve for a diredlion as to the matter 
of the hiftory ; what concerns the fcveral perioda-of time 
wherein things were done, auttfors cannot with fuch rea¬ 
fon be Tuppofed defig^pdly faulty,. as miftaken iii their 
chronology, and thofe chiefly, who wrote in later times, 
and feem only to have colledipd and tranfcribe3 out of 
others whjat wm for their turn; And thou wilt have rea¬ 
fon to be par^^icularly civcumfpedl ^ what then takeft on 
the credit of Diodorus Siculus,' Pliny, Paterculus, and 
fbme others, who^ feem to have been too precipitate in 
fixing the terms and periods of time - requifite to the il- 
luftrating their hiftories, without making a due compari- 
fqn of the feveral epochas ivy . ufc among the precedent 
hiftorians, from whom they borrow their light. 

Jn order, theref^e, to the rendering this univerfal hi- 
•'JjSr^.he moft ccure^^and from error of any yet ex» 
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tartt, ll» ih^-etiWar’hotibuf 'of the rniilTnlmans, and advan¬ 
tage of all iftankindi 'it will be neceflhty for thee to have 
a right notion of all the d’rfferent'hcgiras, cr computation 
of jiears, iifed by diveri nations, from the firll invention 
of receri^to'thts da^: '*^'hefe 1 have named In fliort, at 
' the to^w'of c^Mtnrtis to which they belong, in the fcheme 
.1 have Cent in the box; now I will explain their meaning 
Jo thee, and OioW which arc of moll import in this work, 
and which not. " • 

To begin then with that era which iii coiSmonly taken 
for a ferics of the years of the world. Or a computation 
from the fuppofed origin of time, thou oughteilj^Q^b- 
ferve, that this is moll ^ifputablc and uncertain of all 
ether cpochas, in regard it is impoflible to adjull the dif¬ 
ferent accounts of the Jews, Grecians, Romans, Egyp¬ 
tians, Arabivins, Pcrfians, and other nations, not to men- 
tion^thc almoll eternal chronologies of the Chintffes and* 
Indians, which extend many millions of years beyond ^he 
fuppofed time of the world's creation. 

Wifliing thee therefore, in this poiqt, to adlvere to thofr. 
epochas which affe-moft commonly received in the Eall, 
we will pafs to Noah's flood, wkerein thou mull cxpeA 
no Other light fave what is derived from Mdfes and the 
Hebrew doctors, which has occalione.d mari^ to cohfuilhd 
this delu^ with thpfe of Deucalion and Ogyges, men¬ 
tioned by Ovid and o^her gentile writers: And indeed ft 
may well ftart a fcruple in a mind not over*credulous, 
how it came to pa^ that-this univerfal deluge of Noah 
(fup^liftg it to be fuch) was recorded by no other na¬ 
tion on earth fave only by-the Jews,’ as if it had not 
qually concerned all mankind to t-raurmfl to poftcrity th'fc- 
exa£l time of fo general a depopulation of our race made 
by water; but fo far are we froni fiitding any fuch 
mpirs, that there are no fospdbps to be traced of 
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mattcc of £ei(^i or any mention made Qf a ^ood, Lvc thofe 
of Ogygies anci Deucalion* Whence proceedecl this n^glc^ 
ia the wtiters of Afia ? What interell, prcpoflelBon, or 
prejudice, could biafs the PhcenicAin^intiquaries, the Per¬ 
sian magi, the Clialdean fages, the Indian gymt^ofophills, 
or the bonais of China* regifteiing h^^h an inunda¬ 
tion, as, if the ftory be true, fwcpt avvay all Jthe race of 
Adam from the htoe of the earth, except eight pcrfons ? 
Or lhall we fuppofe that thofe tight •perfons combined 
together to conceal fo great a catahrophe of, human na¬ 
ture from theii pofterity, making their children believe 
that they were the firft mortals that ever Hied on earth ? 
if fo, how came the pofterity of Sem to be favoured with 
the fufl. difeovery of the truth, and thofe of JapUet and 
Cham to iciuain ignorant pf theirfathci's deUvcrancc 
from an all-dell toying dclugp ? 

It ha^ been ufual with, the learned ^azareues of late to 
cry down the writiugs of Mantthon the Egyptian, Bcio- 
fus the Chaldean, Philo the Jew, wi^ Mptafthenqs, Aa- 
iiiatuis, and other authors of antiquity, be<;^ufe they have 
delivered relations which thwartShe error of thefc modern 
writers: On the fame {ppre they cQntema the Pcrfian an¬ 
tiquaries and poets, wltb<aU tlte fccotds of the Ball, as fa¬ 
bulous and not wortli^ of credit, becauil; they have been 
more careful than other natipqs, efpecially than thofe in 
the Weft, ta conferve the of tjnc firft ages of tlic 

world entire, and free^from corruption. But with what 
face will any rational man fa^en,this ,calumny on prilUne 
jglgypt, that (he Urp mother of fables and ignorance, 
which all the world If^ows to have been the foie nurfe 
and fmnillary ofdciencc and truth ? Could not (he. inform 
hertelf aright in tbe.hiftory of tire w'orld, who firft taught 
ufc of letters tq otJ\er xK^tions ? Where was there any 
tnohtfmeot of aollftuity not out of Zgypt ? or 
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what learning that was not Jirft derived from the cky of 
the fun ? Mofes himfelf, that- renowned lawgiver of the 
Ifnrelitesi had his education at the feet of the Egyptian 
phllofophers, and the *whole fyftem of his laws is but a 
partial epitome of their ftatotes> which> by adding, dimi- 
hlihing, and altering," be fitted to the peculiar tradition 
•and cuiloms of the offspring of Jacob ; and why may we 
^lOt fuppofe he did-the fame in the hiftorical part of his 
books,' particularly fd far as tended to b^et faith and • 
reverence in liis-feader, to the (an£fity of that which he 
celeBrates under the title of the holy line, in which Noah 
was tire Janul with two faces,- one looking backward op 
the old world, the other forward, regarding the future 
ages of tlse new ?' 

I fpeak with fretdom, and after the manner of the fdep- 
tics, believing that the boldeit dif(|uiiition8, even in things 
which are of divine aflurance, are the- heft -means to ^efta- 
blifh the truth, Let it not pafs, therefore, for an argu¬ 
ment df iitfidclfty or atheifm '(which fome arc plea fed to 
lay to my charge), in that I drive to recover the loft an¬ 
tiquities of the World out of the iruiiis of time and igno¬ 
rance, and tlwit to this end 1 even call in qiieftlon thofe 
records, 'which, being fathered on Mofes, pafs for divine 
oracles, which contain paflages repfugnant to human rea- 
fon, and appear infinitely mOrc fabulous than thofe, which* 
,for their fake, arc condemned'as fuch by the fupcrftitious 
‘Naxarehes. ^ 

In- all this I have riot cdntradi6;cd'thc Alcoran, which 
confiinft the feripturd^ of the Old Tcftamcnt, but declares 

thi fame timc, that the devil has rnferted many errors 
into them ; it is only again ft thefe drrdi s I dlfptfte, ado'r- 
ing the truth wherever I fiud it, though it Wfre written 
in parchment made of thc'ifcin of an' infidel, which *tf»oii 
knojvcft is as great ari ahSailntttion aa the fic h (iFaft hog.. 
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But tp return tu< Noah’s ilood» 'Or that of Og^get, or 
Dei^alion’sy,which thou wilt, (for as the firft is an cpo- 
cbaof the Jews, fo the two latter are remarkable eras to 
the.gentiles) thou wilt do well* in uiing all three, and 
leave the fcnitiny to others, for it will invol^ thee in a 
labyrtnih of knotty difputesi 

The next cpocha among the gentiles is taken from the 
burning of Ida, whereby men occafionally found oat the 
way to melt iron, and > form it to their fteceffary ufes; and 
the next to that is the tranllation of Ganymede; then the 
building of Troy ; after that, the expedition of JaAm to 
g eLthc golden fleece^ and forty-five years'after that be¬ 
gins the great epochs of the Grecians, the firft olympiad 
ififtituted by Hercules ; next fucceed the olympiads of 
I}d)itus. 1 fiiould have mentioned the Jewifti epocha, 
which begins with tlieir departure out of Egypt; but iu. 
regard this is only ufed by the writers of that nation, thon 
wilt not find it of any great import. The years of No*, 
bonaifar are of general obfervation; ib is the epocha from' 
the building of Rome ; The era of Alexander the Great 
ii ufed by tny countrymen the Arabian writers; «he ca- 
pitoline games is an era/nentioned by fume Roman au« 
thora, but not of general remark. 

Thefe are all that are of any note in aheient d^tftory ; 
for as to the Auguftine years,, ortltofe reckoned from the 
battle of A£lium, they continued not long,' and are Hut 
fparingly mentioned m'.hiftorytx.3ut I had almoft forgoc 
the Calippic periods, which muft not bt omitted, and 
therefore 1 have placed them at the top. of a cedumn in 
thejfchem^ tliey coinmedce from the famous battle b(S 
tween Alexandersand Darius at Arbela,' wherein the Per- 
fians received g.-.tot«l4ef4»t«. . * 

As to more modern luftory, thou wilt have occafion 
to ufc^Che Chriftlan era, the begira of the Arabian, and 
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the Pe^an epodid; thoa muft alfo obfenre the difference 
in the Julian and Gregorian accounts, the epocha of 
Dioclefian, the Spanifli era ; end above all things, both 
in the epochas of the edcient and modem hiftory, thotl 
muft havi^a fpccial regard to the different times i&f year 
wherein each diftiufl era begins, for they do not all 
commence in one and the fame moon, but vary their dates 
from the beginning of the year to the end t The want of 
due care theri^or^ in this point would breed a great con* 
fufion in an univerfal hiftory, and would renffer its chro¬ 
nology intricate and obfeure; ~ > 

PoUaw-thebioft ancient authorities, and bc,not^ifcfflO- 
raged.atthe captious renvarhs of modem writers ; for 
they grope in the dark, and having fet up to themfelves 
certain fuppofititious land-marks, whereby to mcafurc the 
age of the world, they quarrel with the ancient fageb for 
faying it is of longer ftanding; as if thofe who are but of 
yefterday knew better the extent of time backwards than 
fuch as lived above two thoufand years ago : Thus they 
retrench the primitive fuccefiions of the Affyrian monar- 
dly, becaufe they are dJted before their jewifh epocha 
of Noah's flood; and in the fam« manner they deal with 
the Egyptians and Indians of the £aft, becaufe thofe 
kiogdoMi were*in being long before the time thefe up- 
ftarts have .fet for the beginning of the world.’ * 

« But be not thou partial to the truth, nor fwear to the 
words of fuch as have narrow conceits of God and his 
works. Doubtlds he is omnipotent and eternal, and it 
is no hcitfy to affirm,.that the univerlc, both in extent' 
of time and place, is adequate to thofe incomprebenfible ’ 
chnraders of its architect. 

Paris, 14th of the xsth Moon, of the TeM ifSi. 
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XII.—To the W[fejl of the Wife, the Key rf the Treafures 
of Knowledge, the Venerahle 

I - f 

HAVE obeyed the orders of tHy fand-tty, in writing to 
Ibro Kalphafcr Effendi the ftudetat; I havc/difpatched 
to him all the neceflkry inftraflion* he fecms ^o want, to¬ 
gether with a more ample and accurate fclieme of the 
work to t^hich thou haft appointed him. When the tranf- 
lators fliall have procured the books I haye named in a 
catalogue, theic will be nothing more wailting'but the 
compiler’s care in delivering a corrcA chronology,^ '^here- 
i n^it w ill be neceffary to deviate from'-thd^Nd^arehcand 
Jewiih biftsorianai'who feem to have curtailed the'age of 
the world, and reprefented it mftmtely younger than it is 
in the records of the moft ancient and unfufpefted writers. 

The ground of this aror, no doubt, vi*as partly tht; 
ambition, of the Jer^ifti nation to poflefs a fame of great' 
eft antiquity,, and to be accounted older than other coun¬ 
tries, and partly the lofs of fuch moniunents and redords 
as were extant iu other.nations before Noah^c floods ' 

Of all people on the earth, ^e Jews feem to have been 
moft guilty of impofing on the world an^Opitlion of their 
antiquity, and aggrandifiug their line above ail the race 
of Adam ; and from them' the error is t^an'friiit^d 16 the 
Chriftians, who, ginng a kind of implicit ^ahd blind faith 
to the Hebrew hiftorians, hav^ cdnfiiied ‘thd age of the 
world within the oompafs of fix thoufand years, whereas, 
tf other chronologies be triici itjnay, fOr ought we know, 
be above fix hundred thpufand years dld^ * 

.The Egyptian chronicles give us an account of no lefe 
than feventcen ftfcccflive dynafties or governments in that 
nation, before the Jewifli and Cluriftian epochas of tlie 
origin of time ; the AlTyrians boaft of a race of kings 
Wg before Noafi’s fioodi ivhofe fuccefficn cdr4ttnucd 
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clown to'the feign ?>f Sardan^paluB, without ihe lead, in¬ 
terruption or vacancy made by any fuch deluge; but the 
Chinele and Indians exceed all the reft of the world in 
the prodigious,antiqv^ityvF their records; andapotig thu^ 
huer, thej^ Jbramins aftert the age -of the world to be lit*- 
lie lefs tlia$^'inGuite or^etevnal t The Jaws and liiftoues oC 
thia nation (T fpeak.of the gentile Indians) are . written in 
a language which is now antiquated, and lus no adinicy 
with any ptlier Xpc^ch in the world ; and the books that 
are extant in..this language afti^rt that it v/aa ITic firft and 
primitive fpcech of-mankind ; none underhand it at this 
day,. bu^ the prieft<) «tnd fuch as they, vouchfafe to teach 
it to in their fchoolsaud cqllegce; yet this is the language 
whereiyi^arc written.the Uiftories of their full kings, the 
original of their guvetmuent, and the fables of the 'world^s 
immenfi^ antiquity. 

Certainly itr wouldlt^ a deed worthy of thy nuinificejiv^ 
tOrproeure a Uandatioo. of fome of chefc i^curds, tliat^fo 
tve.mny, no longer be in the dark as to the hiftory of that 
lenowited nation* . . 

And I could heartily.jftifli our chronoli»gy in this work 
.might receive .ipme ligiiC from fu^h unqucftionable tnunu- 
inents. / , 

Thc'^hrifti^is declaim agaiuft eveiy thing that does 
not fuit wjh their tenets; they fet cp iiie.it piivaie er¬ 
rors as the ftmidard of>tiuth, and tuject wiiatfocvet eon* 
tradl^ts thefc, as fabulous and heretical. In thkv '.hey adt 
like the giant, who, when hia guells were too fliOrr for 
his bcd;*caufed them, Ip be ftretchvd out with cn^^Mes ; 
and when they were too long, (he. cut on rtieir legator 
heads, to make them fit lor their lod ■. So do tlic. 
Na'-wrenea deal with ancient writci's, ■.fptf- uiy with 
fuch as extend the age of the worV.i o .d.tt.cir narrow 
cpocha, rcfolving not to a^init.of, .uiy cliroiiologprwhldi 
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exceeds tKeliimUaf their own i thjcyretrenohirwEole ages, 
aod reduce indeilnite meafure of paft cime to a fpan ; 
they eAeem the Indian^acifoolsy eahly impofedon by then- 
crafty prie^8|waad ,aU the reedi'ds the £all pafs wjth 
them for fables, or the dreams of > poets* lihere is no 
reafon. that the eidightcued muiTuhnsms ili^uld be iheir 
apes, and mock at oriental hiftory,' iince we arc taught 
• from our cradles, ** That all wifdom comes out of the 

Eaa.’* 

But they will obje(f),perhs^)S, how is ^ pollible that any 
records Oioulil be preferved of the times before the Bood, 
<j^ce^t fuch as wei;e faved in Noah’s ark, fAipe that uoiver- 
fal inundation fwept away all the reft of mankind, and 
muft needs utterly efface their writings and monuments? To 
' this I anfwer, that they cannot proya this inundation to 
be univerfal, not even out of tlieir own feripturea, which 
I have narrowly examined in this point» and hnd the de¬ 
luge limited to that part of the earth which was inhabited 
at that time} yjhich verbal limitation fuppofes that the 
whole globe was neither inhabited nor drowtied, or elfe 
they muft allow a tautology in^feripture., 

Bcfidcs, it is evident^ from whutthe Bible fays concern- 
Noah’s preaching an hundre4 <md twenty years before 
the flood, that this was hut, a particular deluge,'^ifli^ied 
as a punifliment on that obdurate and impenitent nation 
where he lived, and who dcrid^ the warnings of the pro¬ 
phet ; for it cannot be fuppofed that Noah wandered up 
and down over the face of the wh^le earth, to preach every 
where, and warn all mankind of tbe approaching ^calamity; 
and it would feem partial in God to fend him to preach to 
one people .only,» and let the reft of the world die in ig? 
norance. Bkhec^ therefore, there were no more peoj^e 
in the. world than tiiofe of his own nation, oratleaft there 
were^o more tabe drowned? he was employed in buildt 
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ing the*atk lining t}\« time that'htf {M’eached^ «nd tht ai- 
coran makes mmtiOBiofthe water that boiled iff Noah'a 
Y>ot, whi^h are cbziviffdng ai^uments that he ^nt iitft 
oat of his oWn coi]ntiy'i*1}nlefs We will fuppol!^ he tattled 
the ark ahd his pot along with him, one of which k itn- 
poffible, thV other ridiculduS,< and both of them full'oFab- 
furdities. 

. Add to this, that it was impoffible for Noah^ and hi» 
three Tons to build an ark fo big as totcontain all the fpe* 
cies of clean beafts and birds by fburteens, and the' un¬ 
clear by fours, and to have loom enough to lay 4ip pro- 
vifion fufficienl to nourKh his family, whhfuch'a^nhili^. 
number of Hving creatur^ feme of which would midlt- 
ply upon hins krtry moon^ offhers tn a little more time, 
aitd aH of them within the year that they were confined 
to the ark, for fo long did the flood laft, ' 

It Is evldentfthen that it was but a particular deluge, 
and ^at the arit Was made only large enough to contain 
the Q>ecies pf Brails arrd birds peculiar tp that country; 
for if it wwe otherwife, mother difficulty will ftart, how 
all the innumerable kinds of beafts could tranfport theiA' 
felves from the aflands and remotb»regions to the lark, and 
from thence back again to the places from whence they 
came, after the*flood was abated and dried up ? 

A great deal more«inight be laid ; bat this is fuffident 
to render it very probable, if not to demonftrate, that 
this was no more than a particular deluge, by which God 
refolved^to exterminate <4he infidels out of that land, 
^bn as Ub has Inflicted judgments as terrible on other na¬ 
tions, deftroying them by Kghtning, or vehement windii 
or by armies of wild beafts, as the alcoraft often intimatest 
(^Jier hiftoribs fpeak of whole cities in Afric, with all 
their inhabitants, turneJ into (lone in one ni^it’s time# 
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as appnifhtnent of thcir walldwing in that vice, whoft 
very imagination ct'eates a horror in cliafte fouls. 

' Su|>poiing therefore that only /Vrmema, or^the adja«* 
ctnt countnis, were overwlielmed in this deluge, it wiU 
be eafy to fuggeil that the other nations, fuck fca Egypt, 
Chinajr and the Indies, might retain their c^ronologiei 
un corrupt from their original fource of time. 

It is of great importance to true hiilory that this point 
(hbtild he thoroughly examined, and the' ejitent of the 
flood adjufted $ for if it could be apparently ^Jinade ,out 
that Noah’s flood was but fuch another as tbofe of bgy- 
gV an4 Deucalion, all the mifts which darken antiquit^f 
would vahifli, the whole firmament of chronology would 
become clear and fereiie, and we^kouldwalk in the light 
of the primittve ages, without being dazzled or forced: to 
wink. ’ ■ , , ;i, 

Methinks I behoM this light gfiniinenng from afar like 
Aurora, the cheerful harbinger ^ appibachlngday; me* 
thinks 1 fee the fpiendour of hiftorieal truth ^ fifing from 
the Orient, and gilding the tops of thofe mountains, which 
the ignorance and fuperftition oVibme, the piide and am¬ 
bition of others, have raifed to hinder ou»profpeA of the 
far-extended ages of the primitive world} and without 
rapture or hyperbole, 1 dare be bold to prefagi^ that a 
fittle more knowlieidge in the Indian.danguage and hifto- 
ries will bring thofe things to light which have beeo' )hid 
for many thoufani^ of years firotn. the greateft part-of 
mankind. 

Go on then, thou faored patron iof.hifiory, •go on tq 
encourage this unparalleled work; fend roeflcngers.to the 
Indies, men of learning and prudence; let diem court the 
bramins with the promifes of ineftimabk rewards; let 
them try to wiq thofe renowned philofophers^tocome with 
their hooks to the fandtuacy sf the world, that fo this a* 
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nivcrfal* hiftory may tranfcend all that -have been wriuen 
before it^ and that the'proud contemners pf the mufliil* 
mans ma)^havc this proverb common^ among themfelves, 
when th<^ would Bfleit*any thing-feriouilyr %o fay. It is 
as true as^an ofacle, or as the chronology of thofe;who 

believe the alcoran. Great light of the faithful, adieu. / 

\ 

' Paris, X4th of the lath Moon; of the Year tdSi. 


XIII.—To Cara Hali, Fh^eldn in ordinary to the 
, Grand Sigriior. 

I ’ ‘ V • < , ".r" s ' 

» • • 

AM now arrived to a great age^ and have rubbed through 


many fatigues in itiy lifttime I have ftood the bruat of 
a thonfand perils, and undergone much hardihip $ pains 
and afflictions have invaded me in body and foul; labour, 
perfecution, and grief, have been the portion of my ,paft 
years ; 'iiow I; would fain live at eafe if it were poflible. • 

^ Thweforc I havC Tecourfe to thee, my old friend, who 
haft often afflorded me thy^counfel in time of need; 1 do 
not addrelh:^ faffllo&faRe, or t6 difeover thevafb efteem 
I have fur a phyfician, whofe prefcriptiions have fo ' 

often* faved my life r Noj no*-1 am really in want of thy 
add‘, ancf no nian but thy felf can cure me. 

' It is not eafy .for me to define my diftemper, fiocc it j| 
heterogeneous, and complicated,of many different mala* 
elks’} hoover, it is fit that thou fiiouldcll be informed 
of the particular fymptoins, and the caufes, as far as I can 
gfaefs at them, and do no lefsithan make tltce^ in 
paft my cohfeflbrr - ^ ^ , 

Methinks I feel the reverfion, of my*youthful vanities' 
iiilierit the entail of my paft plpafures, which'is certainly 
nothing but pain and torment; tbofe agonies vphich'.l 
laughed at in other men ahe now fallen to my owirfhafe; 
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the comedies of tny'greenct years arc become the fenfiblc 
tragfidids of my weather-beaten age. 

Whilil 1 fweat, ftown^ and make a thoufaiij^ grimaces 
at the ang^ifh given mt by the*’ gout, ftone, /Irangury, 
cholic, ci^mp, and other acute difcafes, which excruciate 
me by turns,' i think the divine Nemefis has appointed 
fome devil for an inquifitor and tormentor of every bone, 
vein, artery, iherve, miifcle, and gut in my body ; Surely 
I am laid in the hrft pickle of nature’s wrath; 1 wifli it_ 
may be the laft, for I do not in the leaf! covet her ill-will. 

Then I have my fuccefBve intervals of droplies, afth« 
tiUfle, fjyfenteries, fevers, confumptions, and God knows 
how many more fpecies of iicknefs; yet fometimes t am 
as feemingly well in health as Morogli Zudiftan, the old 
aga, that lived juft by the obeliflc in the Hippodrome, who 
ran away from his father in his youth, and ferved fcven- 
tcen years in the wars of Perfia, lived till he was eighty* 
nine years old, yet never was let blood, took phyfic, or 
was fick in all liis life. 


I proteft It is hard for me to^guefs at my own confti- 
tiition, or to find but the o'riginal of thofe different habits 
in my body*; yet I hniie a feeling feufe vof that myfelf, 
which I cahnot exprefs to another. 

Sometimes 1 think there is fome native and radical ve¬ 
nom In my body, derived from tlie influence of malignant 
ftars, that had the dominion at my birth, though how or 
why it fhould be ^ I tim altogether ignorant; neither 


can any aftrologer, With all his fchemes and heavenly fi¬ 
gures, convince me which of tht'cohftcllatfbns 6r planets 
did me the fatal iwjtify y * I giV^ ho' credit to their anti¬ 
quated talcs of trines, cbhjufiwions, oppofitions, quartiles, 
and the reft Of their’E^yl^tiah jargon ;’ I belicYC tilers 


may be fomething true and facred at the bottom of aftro- 
logy,'imt it is covered \nih aPhtap of nibbifti, rules, and 
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obfei-vations; and Phey that take moft. pains, dig deepeft» 
and make tlie narroweft fcarch into tke ruins of tliat .no* 

, i 

ye fcicncc, fliall for one genuine pearl find a thoufand 
coiir.terfei!^* truth a thoiifand erro||l« It fares 

with a(lrd\ogy as it does with religion* which is canton* 

* ifed* into inuuoierable‘feds and fadions* each politively 
affcrtlng that they have tlie only incorrupt laws of God* 
whereas, if yon make a ftrid ferutiuy, you (hall find very 
littic fincere piety**but abundance of profai^nefs* hypo* 
verify, and fnperftition. 

Well, Jet it be how it will* wdiether the ftars have any 
hand in the plot of human events or 410 * whether Saturji 
or Mars be malevolent or benign phmets, it matters not 
much; no more does it to hear what tliey prate of all the 
various afpeds and configurations of the other Aors: This 
1 am fure of, that I endure a great many puns, which, 
let them be derived from above or below, are very ir^iw 
blffome. ^ 

It is poflible that nil or moA diilempers w,hich. a/Hid 
human bodies, in fo many different kinds, may be but the 
efftds of one original indffpofition, or artaxy, in our ani¬ 
mal fpirits, or fipme hereditary coptagion in our blood, 
or femliial pells in our humours, which, Proteus-like, ap¬ 
pears in Afferent forms, mafqueEadiug it up^ and down 
our bodies, in the , difguife,of fevers, agues* phthyfics* 
coughs, confumplions, rhcuinattfms,plcurifies,and a thou* 
land mote; or perhaps opr viuls are not found.; fome' 
fcdl or knock, or other accident in our infancy, might put 
IIS out of/rame* or the debaucheries, of yopth may leave.' 
their Aing behind them, to ;ch 9 Aife our riper years, and 
teach us wifdotn before it is too late. ; 

• 'I tell thee in Ihort, all my.uvaladies, as I <K>njedure*i. 
owe their original to an ill-tcmpefed -fpleen arid^ vitiated' 
hypochondria, lliis, as I,>^id htfore, 1 can eafily tcA 
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within myfelf, but tan hardly exprefkHille manner how it 
comes to pafS} with that accuracy as Is requilitc to make 
another fenfible of it; only, in general terms, 1 fuppofe 
it has made^me extremely melanisholy at fome^tmes, and 
as exccllively mCrry and froltcfome at others, which 
paflions, l^ou knoweft, have an ill influence on the heart, 
midriff, pericardium, liver, and lungs. This I have fomid 
by frequent and long experience, though 1 will not pn* 
dertak^ to deferibe the mechanic opemtion of thefe con* 
tiguous vitals one upon another, efpecially to thee, xvho 
art the lUoft accompllfhed and curious anatomiff of tliis 
age ; fuffice it to fay, that 1 have perceived withm' my* 
felf the violent and forcible contraction or dilatation, heat¬ 
ing or cooling of any of thefe interior principal- paits^’ to 
be very pernicious to niy healthj liaving an immediate in¬ 
flux on all t|ie reft, and fo. on the blood, whereuijsrcon- 
tatned the very elTence of this mortal life. 

My dear phyfician, our bodies'are perfeA^mac^iincs, 
and fubjeCt to the like mjfchances j if but a ftraw, .a pin, 
*or any fuch diminutive trifle, get between the wheels of 
a watch, it is prefcntly difordcrAi in its motion; the whole 
frame of the artifibial i^echanifm is either, at a ftand, or 
goes too flow or fall, or at lead very unevenly; fo the 
fmalleft irregular 'paflion in'any of the chief mt.nbers of 
our bodies diflrarbs and violates the peace of all the reft; 
it fpoils their harmony, and makes them jar, juft like a 
viol, when fome blundering hand has new-turned the pegs, 
after a fltilful muftemn had put the inftrument in tune. 

Befides, there iVa ftrangc chain of confequeqces with¬ 
out $ our paflions Kurt not ourfelves only, but others, and 
we receive again,»thc revenge of the damage we give, for 
there is an eternal circulation of juftioe ifi the world: The 
whole univerfe is but a piece of dock-work, where one 
ttioHo' begets'jinother to iqflnity, «ad one* flop ib thii 
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mcaneft •wlied wotM put all thctreft .to an equal ftandU 
We mortals are parts of this grand mecbanifm, and have 
^ur particular ihares in the difailtrs that happen to the 
whole; I»\for my partt by many cafual jolu of miafor« 
tune» theVlefigned bruifcs cf enemiesi and* tn^prroding 
*tccth of tinv, am almoft worn out} if thou wilt by thy 
flcill reftore me again, and put me in frame, the praife will 
he thy own; otherwife, the Firft Artifi: muH even tak,e 
me to pieces, dilTolve this ufdefs mafs, and when. I am. 
thus reduced to my original dement, he may new-mould 
*my dudile fubftancc, and hammer it to what falhion, and 
end he pleafes.* v . 

Only I beg of him rather to make me any fou?^footed 
bealV than a Spaniard, a. Dutchman, .or a Jew, among 
men; for thefe are the fcandals of human race. 


Paris, »d of the 3d Moon, of the Yiar 1682. 





XIV.—To Abdel Melkc Muli Okiar, Pre^itnt bf 
the College of Sciences at Fcfs, * 

I HAVE had to do lately with men pretending to ailrolo- 
gy*, perfons of niaiiy words, and Mentations expreilions, 
but of lit^ie feti^, and lefs jknowledge, even in the, very 
fcience they boaft of, 1 can compare them to nqne more 
properly, than to thofe travellers who vifit foreign coun¬ 
tries that they may come home laden with romances and 
fablts, with trifling remarks, and jejuhe obfervations, to 
make a crackling noife • among the vulgar; wbiliL wife 
men laugh at their folly, in that, after all their extrava* 
gant rambles abroad, they are not able to give a rational 
accpunt of any thing to the purpofe^ and are peifefUy 
ftrangers to the place of their own nativity; fo thefe pre¬ 
tended ilar-gazers, whilft th^ boaft of being familiarly 
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ac^lliaiDt^ v!rith.allt^regifE^^Q|f 990 draw maps, 

cl^s, and figures of tlM; repiQta..^aYeP«> ddioeale tke 

houfes of ^he ,zodi^. jtfic,t?;ourft? pf ^ fign?, the, govern 

ments, i^uences of tdie g^ni^tf 

tioiis»^ar|;',>gni^^t, ofjlthi^r, own donofiftic ^nf^gion,, tlu« 

gk>\)e whereon they dwell; they know not the thiftgt^- 

wkh which they.arf daily conyerfant;, much tefii caa th«^^ 

penetrate into the fe^eu, of .the earth,* or difeover thej 

things that am under their feetf » - . ^ \ 

Wherefore, turning my back on thefe vain fckoliafis, 1 

approach with reverence to thee, who artaccompHCbed iu^ 

the myileries pf tlmfe worlds above, and this below; I 

have two difficulties .upon my mind, whie|t I beiieech thee 

to folye; the firiit is concerningtfie original of the blacks, 

or negroes; the other about the fiux and reflux of the feik 

.1 was in company not jppg.ago with, an emioent pby- 

ficlan of Paris, a perfun of gre^t, abilities, a fearching fpir. 

rit, and very curious in his. natural obfervations; among 

other; fub]e£is which we diiconrfod of,, we fell at length 

upon thegrand divifiou of mankind into blacks and whites, 

which carried us fo ’far,- as to thqiurc into the caufes of 

tins difl'erence in their colour, whether it proceeded froni 

the various heat aiijd influence of the fun, or from the di- 

verfe qualities qf the climates wlicrein tiry livc, of, finaU 

ly, fromyfome fpqcific^properties in.tlicmfelves, in the na<* 

tural fi^sme and couflitutipn of tlieir bodies*, * 

He. was of opinion,^ that if Adam were wlute, all h» 

children mud ^e fd^toQ ;. if black, all his polterity mud 

Inapf the,fame oolOQr;> ifierefore, by cooTequeigce, either 

the blaqks pr the. whites tlie defeendants of Adam. 

Tld8.he jto proye ..by many plaufible argu- 

^ments.i, but-he infiflied: chiefly on p|wr<«ipenment he had 

feen auidfi^ whiso p^nC itt iiM^4ij&cUoa of a dcasboegro; 

for hf; affirmed, that bettyeqq the outward and lowaid ffiiir 



AH^eriA tAittB* 






of tli^ cot^t mt^MatiA tf kind of vafcularplttctit, fpmd 
over the ii^le tibdf Rke a web or net> which was fifled 
with a juice at blacli as ink, fiom whence he conchided 
the tftttwarft fiein reeeivfd its tlnfbire; *ay^/^rcgaid 
there » noVoch web or net to be found under tN ikin of 
awbfte man^* h fenrCd to him at an ar^ment that tbe^ 
Wtart' two diilbfent fpecies or races of men from the very 
fifft original of lumtals $ nature having given the ott4 
kind an inward as wtU as an outward chara^eriftfc to dif- 
tingpidi them fkom the Other in this diverfe orgonifation 
of theff bodies. 

1 iviuft confefs it has been my opinion a longtime, that^ 
the negioes or blacks owe their colour to a £tr higher 
and mbre ancient original'Unm to the curfe which Noah 
pronounced on Cham and all his pofterity, as is com¬ 
monly believed $ and 1 could evM grant them to be a 
^different race from that of Adkm; for it is no new thihg 
with me to conceive that mankind had a different original 
from that which is recorded in the book that goes tinder 
Mofes’s name; and 1 dare be bold to fay, that that book 
ol O-enefis was either not jAnned by Mofev, or if it were, 
that it has been much corrupted in ^htr times, and that 
at prefent there is not any known true copy of it in the 
wotld ; fc^ howvcan we fruther fri many iucongntities Uo 
are to be found m that book on tbc holy prophet ? Or, 
if he were really the author of ftich tontradrdUons and ah- 
furdittes, how can we btheve hint without foifeiting our 
fenfe ? Ood gave us our rcafon to be a^lamp and a prbp, 

I to l^ght anj fipport us a we widk thithigh the dark a^ 
uoccitain wRdemefs of this anoftal Mfb, not as idt ^pisr 
fatuust to vn^guide us, or « reed of Egypi^ which deeeiveB 
^hinichat leans ea ivmid caufet hira hehas Iquar* 

ed our ^iwadtics totiie'alivkaof Cternky; oar native idcar 
of things sae enadlfand true,^ adidterated by tbcialff 
yoL FUL 
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fH.'.’.or-or^rJi'. ^perdition)di3dforeign.ctn>n: Thun 
■ '. t ! v u-i i . y, 1. remember I could Qot^onqdiye agyji- 
' '.;i. ' w '.he eKtent of £|Kiice, iior any begioniag to tbe.ttg« 
i:\c and 1 have retailed tbe &mc{(fk)tion oHo- 

Ymm ai^ eternal matter ever finc«# 'even tef^tKefc grey 
hairs i ■ Ca, of the original of mankind 1 beli^, not the 
oarrow and partial,genealogies of the Jews, vritp mfy 
ftrove to exalt tJicmfclveB and their own lineage above all 
the nations on earth beiides. •. 

l^or ought I know, .tlicre were as memy original p/Voto« 
pl^s of mortals as there are different nations, fpeaiffig 
^various radical and. material languages, ^obeying ^&veral 
forms of goyernment, aud^pra^fifing dilliii£l maxims and 
principles; or, it is pofllblc the Bail produced one fort of 
men, the Weft.anbther; whilftthe North and the South 
brought forth an equal wiety. Who knows the force of 
the conftellatious and lieav^.above, or the hidden vir¬ 
tues which exhale from tlie depths below f Thefe nvay 
differ as the climates dp ; and the firft ingredients of tho 
earth might all be marked with the various affedions, paf- 
fions, and dirpofitions of her ftien common parent; even 

as clu'ldren are now-a>days fftgmatifcd with the luff of a 

4i » ^ ® e 

teeming mother., . 

O that St were polEble with Thefeus*^ to defeeud into 
the bowels of this globe, and come up alive and fafe again I 
that we might dive into th^ abyffes below, and vifit the 
caverns of perpetual darkaefsl that we might creep along 
by the roots of tHe ancient mountams, or through the 
diannels of mines a thoufand miles beneath t^e fur^e ! 
There would I feek for tl|(e:,fountaii^s of hidden waters, 

' t 

whidtruntOB^d fro. in the veins qf, the earth j I would 
find out the fubtermnean Teas, laMi^ and rivers, which, 
feed our upper ocean with its bnoy ipods; and perhaps. 
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there I fhduld <yfcover (he true eaufe of the fluR an^ re¬ 
flux of the fea, i;^ich has fo puzzled all philofophy. 

•Tell me, thou fage of fages, can all the fountains, rii- 
vulets, channels, lakes, and feas, fee on 

the fuperfici&s, be conftantly fupplied only by mowers 
from heaven^which in fome places fall very fparingly, or 
not at aU ? Could the conftant regular tides and ebbs be 
ftiU maintained by the uncertain fickle rains and fnows ^ 
Or is there not an Vernal circulation'of waters through 
the j^rious bollownefTcs of the earth ? 

' In a mine at Bern in Swiflferland, about 230 years ago* 
there was found a whole (hip 50 fathom deep, with ^11 its 
tackle, and the dead bodies of many (eamen: I afk, How 
that (hip came there i 

Who can give me an account of the many whirlpools, 
voragos, and Charybdifes there are in diverfe feas? There 
js one on the north of the worlds not far from Mufed'^, 
forty miles in compafs, which when the tide com€s in, 
fwailows up all the fea with aninfupportable noife, above 
that of thunder, with (hips, fi(h, and whatibever elfe comes 
within that fatal ftream ; thA at the ebb it throws them 
up again with equi^ fury. Doubtlef^ there are innumer¬ 
able fuch devouring jaws of the earth under the various 
bottoms of the fea^ and I will never trouble myfelf any 
farther for the folution of this grand fcruple, which cofl 
the Stagy rite his life. 

Venerable fage, teU me thy opinion of thefe things i 
for I could bring inftances enough to write a volume on 
•his fubjeA ;«but 1 am brief with thee who band not im¬ 
prove by any thing I can fay,- who write this as one that 
begs inftni^on, and not to teach or infi9rm«an oracle* 

«»Parii, aoth of the 5th Mt^n, of the Year i<^« 
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V6h V«ff 
(» 

^AWACif^y 

U a raci$ olt in^dfi^s new!^ fi4i1cey‘wbd« 

if they b^'^aloncy may, foi ouj^t t kuo^,^ iu dmc Ae- 
jiopulalCnot o*4y thh kingdom, but th? eirflb i "k 
fociety of mifci cants, forcerers, inkgicians,* Wbhes, i/itd"! 
knpw not what; they fecretly flcal cliit'di^ away 
their parents, and dtfilr them In Sacrifice to dtiAons; thtdr 
blood they f^ve to com(>ound^"horKb!e boirona atid eitt- 
(.rab^le racjiantments. Theliread of Paris aitd d« 
is jb^ptne like the |i tfit of’ihe* ^ree jvhi<^^-h> 

terfl^t^ws the centre of nell, futl of deh^ vitihia*i the 
|ountairi» of once living and'^^refhidg V^teta Are iloV 
tainted with the contagiod of'Styx, t*liiegeth 6 tt, tod Cb- 
.i^ytos; there is no fafet^ ii> eating or diinking; men cWdfe 
to ppifh by hunger ojjf ^rhirfi, rather thanlkfte tHc^very 
fruits of the earth 5 th^^ ttn^er^o^k -v 6 ltfn 6 uy^' 1 krtiikd‘ in 
the mi^ft of infinite pWi^y f and whilft th^ afllu- 
ence of aljl things which ufe to fupport our mortal Iffe, 
people complain of fcaicity, and did'for tvtot bf'whole- 
fpme food. ^ ^ ' •* 

In the mean whi|e, nobody can td|l the meaning of it: 
but a diligent ^inquiry i^ made: Some are arreftect bh luf- 
picion* others ui’e convidled by' undenuble t^idence, yet 
will confqrs notlung; they prove them guilty Ih mkftcr 
of fadt, and ppt them to more t^an the comhion tOrtdres, 
but can ^atprt not a fytlaCHe B^m l}iein, vi^hich fhhD dif- 
cover their aocmnplicps, or reveal the bottom Tecref of 
tbis nefandons^pra£^fce. i * j ^ ‘ 

iVnfeJ| anfejl ^fel ^edea^ Cir^'J^fcula^^S, drfdme 
o^be^ powengrrv^ce expen in nature's hidden fot^el Arifc, 
I fisy, an^d^prop^thc fainting ret^fif human race. • Ifei* 
deaths invade the world, mSlii ijpildE, ftdC^NIotft, they 
w^lk the ftr^ts, are merQr> briiki'^M giiy^ and 'ydt II 
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the heights of Uughtvr, down tliey diop and die. Thiar 
IS very llrange ; but more lo it is, that e\en after death, 
T^lien tliey arc cpldi their chops remain ftill diftorted jn 
the iame co^^ical l)||gure, ^lot much unlike the (htiae of 
the fa^yr^'^i^h ftands behnd the gate of#4?(Ci^omen’$ 
SpartmenUdg the feraglio. ^ 

^ h^ve indeed ^ad of a fiuit, which whofoever taften, 
die lavighiogi iindof the torpedo, which if anytnan 
pjpchf though wiijti^a or pole to his haud, Hnmedi- 
ft l|pitu]4|l}|,^, ^nd uke$ away hisHvnfe of feeling i 
^^79 a^rtbed theps ftories to tile romaatie hu- 
f^our, a^^les^ 0^ thoVe from whdhi he coHeift* 

e 4 the p}a&Dt^paragr|iphs of iiia i^Curld hiftotigli} 

f^ ii* poWSt‘t&fi tlW'ogs liiiftc 

)i nat 1io> 

&Mk 



js«;«" 

nfd^imwtipg f*“, u. ' - 

^oqd Bumour oiQy fhulj^ad by fhe 

fbree of poifons and cMrn^/ *^A Eli^dfj^ ahd ill tiie 
JewA are (ifUgularf^ tl^n diet ; they,take ciii'c^ixot to be 

wilt BOt ett the 

bf<i»4,Pfiie.M<^"*»j9‘TF *)>«>' S** t <l>« bw 

^M^fes fojr^tdb^it^^ai^xney ar^ very edribhs Ittebferving 
it; ^bey«)}ave t|^^jr c£n^erc1iants,^ fh^lli^Sflbakers, but- 
^pV^terers^ pnd hy themi&rlv'eR, their 

brm^rer^ ^\fo. ^ as lerve them^wHh v^ater, 'wine, 
or any otlKr beverage , they wiB^ok safily be Itfhc^t^ of 

iWr ^ 

gpod ; 

^tganjaros 


^thxyug^h the ^mphulance’ofWhat theyWl 
«itlier ^wiuS ndr^liutch,* ItaKaiii nor 

pr«>rp rj 7[, ^ ^ 

_ . - yjgjflfc eat and ^ drink 

moi |ler‘i^) than tbtintidel 

IwPgS of tljt.cs 
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Herein lies my fafety amidft the®common danger; I 
never eat or drink, of late, but at £liachiin*s houfe; for 
I dare not} fo well-grounded arc the fears of poiCon ki 
the fociety of Kazarenes at thiVtimc in 

By tbf'Zibd of my fathers, and my Gofl, -1 would 
not wilh’iigly go down tp the fhades in a vehicle of ata- 
mida, xerim, or any other fubtle eallern opiate; 1 would 
father fairly ftand the fate of a bullet, dagger, fword, or 
any thing that with candour threatens us above-board; 
but to be fneakingly undermined, circumvented, dec. 
again ft the grain, by tl^e wounds of Mahomet, i which he 
received before the holy flight. 

^ O All, All! this oath brings thy fame to my remem¬ 
brance. Who durft ftand againft the fword of Ali whes 
he was in his wrath ? Ali, the true fucceffor of the pro¬ 
phet ! 

Do not take me for a kyCilbafchi, heretic, infidel, dec. 
for I am of an untainted race^, a true believer, a muiTulman 
in all fenfes; but I hate fanaticifm and faAious bigotry: 

‘ Though we hate the Perfians, and piirfiic them as incof- 
l^giblc heretics, may we not kve and honour the caliph 
whom they* follow ? So we are profeffed enemies to the 
Chriftians, and yet w^ reverence jefus file fon of Mary, 
the Chriftians Melfias. < 

But to return to the French ^ the king has ereded a 
kind of inqulfition-court, which is called the Chamber of. 
Poifons : H^re all perfons fufpeded of thefe 'diabolical 
pradrices arc exammed, and put to the torture; airo, mil¬ 
lers, bakers, butcliers, fruiterers, vintners, and other trades, 
which fell any thing tu ew or drink, are fwom in this 
Chamber, and undergo’a fevere ferutiny f fo doHl phyfi- 
• clans, druggiils,‘^nd kpothecai'ics. I^dldls are daily pub¬ 
lished, whereby “ all perfons pretendjng to a fpirH of. di¬ 
vination, dtp. are commanded forthwidi to depart the 

f - ^ 
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Iwfngdoin^nder the penalty of death.” It is ordered alfof 
“ That whofoever has abufed any fcptcncc of the written 
law, in maktiig of enchantments, fpclls, charms, or any 
thing belii|(S|jor btyond force of nature, fliaTl be fc- 
verely purfiihcd.” The fame cdidl forbfd.^ ‘Sail ufe of 
poifbns, unlefs they be fucb as are ingredients of whole- 
f<^e medicines, and help to compound thofc phylical pre¬ 
parations which are necelTary to coiifierve the life of men; 
and that even theff (hall not be fold to aoy perfon what- 
Js£fcr, but only to tbofe who by their art and profeflion 
are obliged to make ufe of them.’* Abundance of care 
is taken both by the ftate and the church, by public ma* 
gillratcs and private perfons, to difeover the authors of 
chefe inhuman tragedies, and to prevent the like for the 
future ; (very man’s ^e is upon his neighbour, luid they 
of the fame houfe are jealous one of another; the father 
fufpcdls and narrowly watches the motions of his foi}, and 
the motlicr v^ill not truft the daughter of her delight ; 
children are vrary of their parents, and one brother or 
fiAer dares not eat or drink any thing prepared by ano* 
thcr; neither the ties, nor ^en the facred bonds of friend- 
(liip itfelf, are fulEcient to conquer men’s fears and ap- 
prchenfions.of bting poifoned. * 

In the «*ean^vhile, the inhabitants of Algiers have felt 
»terrible blow from the French arms ; for the King of 
France having received Come affront from thefe corfaics, 
^ve orders to the Sicur dcQuefnc, lieutenant*general of 
his naval furccRj to go and bombard atheir city ; which 
was performed accordingly, in the beginning of the 9 lh 
moon ; and that bold warrior threw Ib many bombs into 
the town, that he ruined a confidcrable part of it, over¬ 
threw the principal mofquc, and kiflcd* many thoufands 
of men | *wbtvh obliged the Algerines to become humble 

i ^ 
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.for peace ( aiul it was ^nted ibem on cer¬ 
tain conditions, atl¥aQtBgcfMia enough for France. 

This monarch is wboUy addicted to war, in wlucli alfo 
he is nodc^fs cxpc.it than he Is ii> matters of toe ; and lie 
loves to hia fubje^ follow his example, ^othb end 
he has lately eftabliihed two fen)iDarics,< one in the citaddf 
of Tournay, the other in that of Metz, where a certala 
number of cadets or younger brothers, who can prove 
, themftlves deJeended of noble blood, are educated at the 
king*s charge, and taught the method and art of for^- 
cations, with other exercilea of military difcipline. 

, This is a great encouragement to the y<>wtg g?cntry and 
nobles,sand fUls them with gilurioua, emulations, every one 
lieing ambitious excel anotherjn tbefe bcroic arts) and 
4he lung will never want for ihileiblidiers to fer^e him in 
any ftation at home or abrt^d* 

Ittuftrious kaionaebam, this is all |he news I can at 
^pjrefent fend thee. May .God prote^ jUiee and JiUv.the 
4rue faithful from the dy attempts of magicians, witches, 
•and poifpners. As for mc» 1 know not how long I diall 
dcape their fnares t but I wi|} be as cunning as 1 can. 
fiiage minider, adieu. 

Paris, 4th of the 7th Mhon, of the Year x68^ 


XVI. — To Nathaw BeU SADDi,a yetu at Fima* 

1 ,1 

ascsivap a dUfv^tch yefterday, ligned with thy name, 
but not writjtcu by thy (^n hand, nor in thy accuftomed 
f Aylc} and^yet tliere is no mention made of deknefs, a bro* 
ken arm, or any other misfortone, which might hinder 
thee from penning it thyfelf, which dlh me with abmn- 
vdance of doubts aoiJ,fcruplcs.^ Ifjthe puIfy„oriuy o^her 
boB takfn irm tbe^.tbe u(e pf t^yliiaH 1 hope 
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It ha*- v»b lieprifci thee of thy rcafon; that faculty would 
have prompted thee to explain thi« myftenoue Way of 60r- 
prcfpondence, bry the fame hand Which wrote the letter,^ I 
know n^ 4 [»hat to think of it. It was Odd thus to 
leave me hi^he dmk; and thou canft pot blame me, if 
in this obfcuiity I ilumble upon fuftJidous thought*. I 
am not jealou* of thy fidelity* though fuch u crondu^t as 
this would make a m^feiur the worft i but I rather ap¬ 
prehend the effe6li of credulity and negligence. In a 
^rd* I am afraid left fomc prying hufy-body has got a 
^glimpfe of our feeret bufinefs and mutual intelHgcUce* 
and fo pvt this trick upon me in thy name* to fee what 
anfwer I will makci^which they may think eafy^o do, by, 
intercepting the letters which are addrefied to thee by 
the pofti to prevent which, I fend this by a private mcf- 
fenger. Wc cannot be too cautious in fuch cafes, where OHC 
faUeftep betrays aU,and lays our defigns open to the 4orld« 

* 1 ooi^re thee to be very plain and particular in thy 
next; fatisfy me in all things; for I am very anxious ut 
prefent; roy mind is full of thorns and briars { I ftiall not 
write any of ilw fublftne minifters, till I have thy un- 
fwer by the fame mefienger I fend ) therefore difpateh 
him with expftkion. * 

As to Cuynt Tekeli’s bufinefs, if this information be 
rCally thy own, and not fent by feme fly interlopcif, I 
like the proje^ well enough, and will conomunioute it to 
the giund vifier, or the kaimacham, without taking po¬ 
lice of thy overfight in putting me to this fright and trm/- 
blc. The count has a good charafter among the ^rencAi 
who are tio friends to the hovfe of Awftria, or enemies W 
the Grand Signior. This is certain, now fpirits muft be 
jraiftd in room of thofe who are ttdten^away; for coufpi- 
raei^rfKf this nathre muft, not be given b^et upon ev«ety 
difcouregemerttJ^ Care muft be taken, that the 
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nan Af^Iofi be conftantly fupplied with^ fre(h and afllve 
heads* like the hydra* as faft as the old ones are cut ofF; 
and I know not where they could have pitched upon a 
more likely man than Count T^eli: He ci^'S of a 
good parentage* hnd lus anceilors were all along patriots* 
and Aicklers for Aieir country's libeities; they ever op- 
pofed the tyrannous encroachments of the houfc of Auilria. 

Carcoa*8 journal relates many remarkable paffages of. 
the Tekelis* whofe caftle* he fay^ was the ufual rendez¬ 
vous of all the malcontent lords in tlrofe parts* who weri^ 
weary of the German yoke; there they caballed* and 
hdl their private coiifults* there they batched their 
pldts agdSnft the emperor. 1 read this journal daily* 
finding no fmall pleafure in it* and abundance of pro¬ 
fit | for it contains fele^ memoirs of diverfe curious 
tranfa£tions and events that happened both in public and 
private, during his refidence at Vienna ; and I take the 
greater delight in reading him* becaufe his ilyle is very 
(hort, yet chmprehenfive ; familiar alfo and free* without 
unpcrtinenctes* or folecifins; he gives not one the fatigue 
of dwelling long upon a period* hammer out the fenfe 
by attentive ftudy* but he couches his words like a train 
of gunpowder* which is no fooner lighted at one end* but 
iti an inftant the other catches the flame; fo you pan 
hardly caft your eyes on three words at the beginn-ng of 
•-a paragraph or fentence in Carcoa's journal, but you an^ 
ticipate his fpope in all the reft. This argues a greBt fe- 
renky of fptrii in the<kulhor* and an elegance rot to be 
met with but in a mind vdid of clouds. Befidts,^he re¬ 
ntes no trivial niattcr«j, or taks fit only for women and 
boys* but he treats altogether of weighty and important 
affi^rS* intrigues of ^atc, remarkable ftrokes of war, Lb- 
tlc overtures of^fewe^wbteh he gracefully intcrmiiS^ w ith 
partdldis uf hiiloi^* Wkfi ehafa^ers and deferiptions of 
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Book IV; 



countnes and their inhabitants, and finally, with philofo^ 
phical, moral, and political remarks, all very agreeable 
“ and pleafant. , 

»• Nathanyl counfel thee to imitate his example, aild leavt 
Tome memorial behind thee of thy ^ulliry arid virtue. 
To this end, apply thyfelf at fpare htmrs to reading; but 
. be fure ufe caution in the choice of books, elfe it is 
Tbut time mifpent; curious in fearching^out the moft 
excellent treafurcsT, fo'^ vain and trifling fubjefls are fit 
«»fnly for the fire ; have a fpecial regard to the credit of 
fuch, hiflorians as fall in your way; bellow not a moment 
on thofe thaf are not authentic, left old tinte call thee to 
an account fbr the wafte; then accuftom thy pen to m^e 
epitomes, abfiradls, and collections out of what thou read- 
eft ; and learn to be nice and cleanly in thy language; a 
fqualid ftyle turns the ftomacb of a reader,.whereas pqlite 
expreilions whet his appetite, and caufe him to devour 
whole volumes with a guft. 

After all, I bid thee farewell; and advife thee uot to 
negle^ the Grand Signloris bufinefs, but mind the main 
chance. ^ 

Paris, 5th of 8th Moon, of thc^Year itfSl. 


XVII.— To KaimachAM. 

I SH-ALL now acquaint thee with an accident, which ex¬ 
tremely fiirptU'ed me when I firft hoard of ir^and has ftill 
left me in confufion. About feven weeks are pafTed finoe 
I received a letter, dated as from Vienna, which Natha%i»- 
Ben Saddi fubferibed ; butvl prefently perceived it was* 
nc^t his oyrn hand>wr!tiiig, which made me very uneafy 
and fu% 3 f careful.thoughts; contained matters of 

importance, fecrets of the Hungarieh league, with par- 
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ticular projed relating to Count TektJli, a greatiord in 
that country. 

1 conlidcred.that if the letter were written with Nathan's 

r 

kt^pwI^dgCf and by his order, hctould not be Jb^-forget- 
ful as dot to bid the feribe* whoever he wasj'^ivc me an 
account of the reak^ns which liindered him from writing 
to me himfelf; for he muft needs imagine I fhouKi be 
troubled, and id no fmall aftoniilin^t, to find matters of' 
that dangerous confequence addiWed «to me in an un» 
known hand, under his name; or elfe 1 thought he took 
me foKa man that made nd refle£tionsvion things. Iknew 
not well what to conclude, amidft fo isanyrpf^obablc un< 
ceftaintiei. . 

' However, I was refolved to ad more feeurely, aad with 
grtater caution on my fide, in order to right infprma. 
tion in this myftery ; wbirefore, not daring to trud the 
poils, I difpatched away a private courier to Vienna, one 
in whom 1 can confide, with ample inftru^ions, and. a 
^letter to Nathan Ben Saddi, wherein, among other things, 

< I defired him to tell me.^he meaning of this conduA* 

My mefienger is honeftly add Safely . Mtdroed to 
Paris, but no. Nathan Ben Saddi to be heard of; AU the 
account he could learn of^im was, that abo^t eight weeks 
ogo he went out of his houfe with a ilranger who pre* 
tended bofinefii with him at the burfe or exchange ; but 
^neither he nor the dredger have been (censor.heard of 
iince; only they fatd, that a day or two.after Nathea was 
miilxng, there waathr dead body o£a man feen fioa lng 
is an«eddyoftbcDanube^ard by the bridge,but the face 
.^ae fo mangled and disfigured with twounds. and^fladtes, 
4hat wa&impofiible fbrany tO didingui(b.or.difGerii who 
it was; yet Nathan's' friends were apt to fuTpe^it was 
he hirufelf, and )that\hc becd pitvately muideisdi end 
afterwards thrown into the iive(. 
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Tin? is tbc fubfti'ince of what my meffcnger could Icara 
of liiui ; aiiil lie was forced lo ufc abuiid.mcc of caution 
in inijiiiring fo far; left by being Icfs referved he might 
have’b'fcimht hiiiifelf it.to trouble, run ti e hazard of^e- 
ing piitVo nic torture, and difcovcrin» what 1 intruded 
him with, bcfides otlicr inconvenienc' fe. 

.^Praife be to Go^, he efcaped all fcriitiny, and is come 
Track fafe with my letter; but what is bccQjrne of that, Jew 
God knows. I>;rhap^dbmc of hia own nation have made 
,Jiim away privately, to prevent his turning munulmaa,; 
for he was tinfetded in his religion, and if, amidfl his wg* 
veringfl, hi'kerned to have any particular bias ilronger 
than ordinary, it was that \vhich inclined him to «thc 
faith of true believers; and if he perifhed on this account, 
ouglit to efteem him as a nfhrtyr of God and his pro¬ 
phet. But I muft ’confefs, I that well knew the ftia^llovr- 
nefs and ipconftancy of Nathan’s temper, with the fuper- 
llitious attach which he ever had for his rabbis, have 
’ liardly faith or charity enough to believe his zeal for the 
alcoviln wmuld carry him to martyrdom; neirfier canll 
forbe^ thinking tbereds fomething worfe in it. ' 

But all this which feems fo ftrangc to me, may be w'cll 
known to thi Tninifters of the »?nguft Porte, by whofe or¬ 
der, perhaps he lias received a fccrct death, as a chaitife- 
ment of fofne crimes they have found him guilty of, antT 
%/hich. they could not inflidt openly, in a country of ene¬ 
mies and infidels; Or, it may be, he has privately wtth- 
diawii bimfclf, to prevent fuch a punifhment, being con- 
feions^that he deferved it. Be it how it pleafes God and 
my fuperiors, 1 Immbly crave advice and initrudtiou%^- 
bout the ordering my bills and Hither matteis. Sage kai- 
macham, adieu. 

Parti,Tith of die tith Moon, of die Year xWa. 
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XVIII .—To Dgnet OgILou. 


This comes to thy hands by the fame poll with one 
to the kaimacham; therefore 1 pray thee be in 

executing the cqntents of it. I have not e.ie idend in 
• the feraglio whom H dare trull with fuch a fecret; thou* 
art my only refuge, at a jundlure whi^h requires fidelity, 
prudence, and a dexterous condufl iq,diving and fearchiiig" 
into a certain myftery, which, fpir ought I know, may 
concern my life, ^ 

To tell thee, in Ihort, Nathan Ben Saddi, the fultan’s 
agent incognito at Vienna, a Jew by defeent ^nd religion, 
18,^1 fear, c privately murdered by fome order from the 
divan ; but for what reafons 1 know not, unlefs it were 
in compliance with the ol4 maxims of the fublime Forte, 
which feldom. fuffer any flave to go to his fepulchrc in 
peace, who has ferved the Grand Signlor many years in 
any eminent llation. He has been^mified at Vienna thefe 
eight weeks ; and within a day or two after his firll ah- . 
fence, the body of a dead man was found floating on the _ 
Danube, but fo disfigured with i^punds, as it cou'a not 
pofijbly be known who he was, which gives me the great- 
, er li^picion that it was hes and if fo, I mi?y expe£l to 
be ferved To myfclf in a little time; for roy turn i^i next. 

Therefore, if thou hall any love or friendfliip for me, 
be watchful on my behalf; attend the whifpers of the 
court, and obferve the language of tliofe who difeourfi: 
with their fingers ends,: The call of the eye many times 
difeovers the fecret fentiments of the heart; fo does a 
IhAig of the (boulder, *. pout of the lip, or any otfier ar¬ 
tificial gefture; they are all fignificant, and exprcllive of 
what afle^tons and thoughts we harbour within. Thou . 
knoweilhow to a£ltbe mute upon occafion, as wellaa any 
the feraglio; 1 conjure thee to ufe great dexterity, and 
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no Icfs expedition jp unravelling this fecret; feign to know 
fometl>uig more! than thou doll, that fo thou mayell really 
^learn Twiat I would have thee know c<uicerning Nathan’s 
fate, aiT^i.niine too, if jyjfllble. Let no coW indifference 
make tht^; i. ■;;^le6l this due care of thy /"riend’s intereft 
sand.life; we were born to ferve one anc/cher with mutual 
-^5#’al and fidelity ; the good offices thou doft me are but 
Vit, to be repaid aga 4 t witli others, whenever opportuni¬ 
ty prefents itfclf. But ‘hefe arguments arc fuperfluous ; 
thou necdefl no fpurs to do a generous a6):ion ;'l know 
/auu loved me, and wilt be aiStivc at this juncture on my 
account. 

In full and entire confidence of this, 1 take my repoL 

under the fliadow of the divine mercy, begging of God 

to afford thee a Hielter in time of '^eril t and that when 

« * 

thou and I have w'cathered all the. tempeds of this mortal 
life, we may triumphantly enter the port of paradife, and 
enjoy one another in eternal felicity. 

Paris, 6ih ol the ijth Woom, of the year 


rtNis. 


IVititedby MuNDELt & Son, 7 
Royal BankClofc, £diBburgh.5 









